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Right Honourable and Right Worſhipful 


JOHN PROB TV 


? 
f 


BARON of CARY SFORT, 


- In the County of WICKLOW, in the 


# 


KINGDOM of IRELAND. 
GRAN D- MAS E R. 
My Lox p, ; 


Ss nothing could induce Your Lord- 
[a$ ſhip to accept of the Gr a Nv D- 
JV MasSTERSHI1P of Masovs, but 


dhe real publick Advantage of tbe 


' Principles on which that Society is 
eſtabliſhed ; has exiſted for ſo many Ages, and been 
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DEDICATION 
di iſtinguiſhed by a Succeſſion of noble Perfonages in 


| Your High Office: Sb Ican truly ſay, That it is not 


only my private Opinion, but the Voice of all Your 
Lordſhip's Brethren; That the Craft does not only 
receive Luſtre from Your Preſence, but that its pre- 
ſent flouriſhing State and Exiſtence is in a great Mea- 
ſure owing to Your own unwearied Application, and 
truly noble Example, and to Vour Lordſhip's Wiſdom 
in the Choice of Grand-Officers, under whoſe Di- 
rection and Influence We daily increaſe both in 
good and uſeful Members, and in that generous 
Fund of voluntary Charity, that raiſes the Admira- 
tion of the World, at the mutual Love and Har 
mony, which cements the Brotherhood; and is al- 


ways ready to give Relief to thoſe, who are worthy, 
and in Diſtreſs, Therefore, Your Lordthip being 


in Truth Our ESTABLISHMENT and 
S RENO I B, I have humbly. preſumed. to 
prefix Your Name to this little Hiſtory of the 
Royal Craft, and to ſhelter it under Your Noble 
Patronage; and to beg Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
both in Duty and Affection, 


Your Lordſhip's 
Moft deuoted, Sk 
And mot humble Servant, 


J. Scorr. 
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H Hiſim and Records of the 
So] > Free- Maſons being very faulty their 
2 old Conflitutions inierpalated and cor- 
A ARS rupted, not only in falſe Spelling, but 
nan groſs Errors in Hiſlory and 
Sina Chronolozy, through Length of Time 


and the Irnorance of Tranſeribers ; it was therefere 

thought expedient, in the Year 1723, to prevent this 
for tht Future, by printing their Hiſtory and Conſti- 
 tutions, at the Command of the Duke of Montagu, 


who ordered Dr. Deſaguliers wich George Pay ne, 
Eſq; and other proper Afſiftants, io undertake that 
Mort; which was executed to the Satisfaction of all. 
This Book of Conſiututuns becoming ſcarce in the Year 
1737, Dr. Anderſon, who had dſſiſted in the former 
ork, prayed for the Favour of reprinting the ſaid 
Conſtitution Book, with the Tranſattions. of the $0- 
ciety down to the Year 1738. This being complied” 
with and the Copy delivered to him, the Manage- ' 
ment of it at the Preſs was af to the Doctor. 3, E. 
from whatſoever Cauſe it might ariſe, whether u 
his want of Health, or truſting to the Management of 
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i PORE nee 
Strangers, the Work appeared in a very mangled Con- 
dition, and the Regulations, which had been reviſed 
and conrected by Grand- Mafler Payne, were in many 
Places interpolated, and in others the _ left very 
obſcure and uncertam : Beſides its being loaded with 
long chronological Tables, which in another Place might 
have had their Uſe, but here could anſwer no other End 

[4 than to render the Book very difficult to be read. 

4 Theſe great Defefts have rendered it abſolutely neceſ- 
i ary once more to review and tranſcribe the Records of 
the Society, in which, it is hoped, all the Ol jections qgainſi 
the former Book will be obviated, and the whole appear 
| to greater Advantage, and be more adapted to the Pur- 
| poſes of the Craft than has hitherto been done. This,. 
5 however, being a Work of Time, it may not be amiſs, 
ly my Brethren! to inform you, that the Work is in great 

Forwarvanſ NE 1 To 

What has hitherto been ſpoke of is a Mert ef 
Bulk, intended for Lodges, more than for private 

_ Uſe. There yet wanted all the neceſſary Articles, re- 
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; ; lating to the Society, to be comprized in a pocket” 
' PVolume. This occaſioned the follawing little Wark: 
ts be undertaken, about two Years ago. And be- 


ing animated by the Approbation and Advice of a- 
". HFſoBLE PERSONAG E, heretofore at the 

| Head of the Saciety, and fill their Advocate and a chief 
. 7 Pillar; and alſo with the Concurrence and bind A. 
Fance of a GRAND OFFICER, whoſe affiduous- - 
Ut "Care the Society in general are very ſenſible of at pre- 
ll fent ; I purſued the ſame with the utmeſt Fidelity. 
Many choice Particulars, not elſewhere to be found, are 
| 4 owing to the. valuable rey and kind Aſſifiance of 
[ our worthy Brother, John Warburton, Zi Samer- 
# t feat: Herald, and F. R. S. who has alſo dane Hanau 
| 1570 goed old Maſonry in his Hiſtory and Antiguities 
i 1 of the Roman Vall, the me " amazing Remains of . 


| Antigui ty: 

i | 
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pin EF A CE ww 
| Antiquity is . N pub; e, For 4 c- 
- rious Collect ion of Papers, containing the quarterly 
and annual Communications, and the Committees of 
Charity, I am indebted to Mr. William Falkner, 
fenior . Bika of a- Lodge in Newpate-Street : Aud 
to the Provincial Secretary and other Brethren in 
3 Cornwall, fer mam Particulars relating io the Society 
in that Province. All theſe beſe fignal Favours I have the 
1 greater Pleaſure to acknnwled Deb as they were all com- 


municu ted with a hearty De their bene 
| cial to the whole Fraternity '; A FA * * 


Ny Time, Pains or Coft has been ſpared i in procuring 
Thing concerning the Fraternity not any through- 

| A Ireland, and in our ver file” dere but 41% 

in the greateſt Part of Europe and Britiſh America. 

I truſt, my Brethren, for your receiving this Pocket 
| Companion with your accuſtomed Goodneſs and Can- = 
dt, as it is truly intended is promote the reatGmdand' | 
2 a ee, excellent Society, tomake iti admirable * | 
= N s and worthy Practices more generally known, 


and, if t to e the ſneerms” Critich, and © | 
ant pg iced Stranger, that a good Maſon 
and an 


| 

| 

Man are ſynonymous Terms.” There \'is © | 

one Per ſou dealt with 4 the Yom: v * „ | 


Manner that ſome may think very ſtwere, at e 4 
unequal 1 his Crime ; but had D 22 

| | 288 of the Fraternity, þ 4 7 5 
| bus 
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ſcoveries for tber pd” nw that | 
q _ toould neither anfuver his Turn, 1 11 N 
| — . 7 7 very Bei wa 2. 1 
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vill. PN PF: AZ 0. K. k 
"my Brethren, 5 to the ung rejudiad Ierld 1 judge 
N was omitted io be Wente in its priper Piaget, © 
that the bigheft. ar las, Stone, en the Tob. of - Me 
'  Laniborn. of $i. Paul's Cathedral. wer laid by tt 
Hand. of the. Surveyor's Son, Chriſtopher, Wren, 5 5 
Deputation from his Father, in the Preſencesf that ex- 
c etlllent Architect, Mr. Strong, his Sen, and other Free 
and Accepted Maſoys, chiefly employed i in the Execu- 
tion of the Mork. Parentalia, p. 29%. habe been 
7 informed, that the du 25 tion for Sr Chriſt. pher 
Wren't Neglect of the raft, hinted at in p. 55 5 
the enſuing 7 is in ſome Inſtances mi pre- 
ſſented; fer m Perſon in the Gtand-Maſter Chair 
ever d erved better of the Craft, nor did mare 
Hanoilx. to the Society of Free: Maſons,” . while bis” 


- 0 would permit heed to attend their Meetings ; A 
that his ſuppaſed Neglect of his Brethren, was owing. , «| 
. na other Cauſe, than his extreme old Age, and 2 oo 

tirement ſrom the Stage of Buſineſs . and Hurry. ; 5 


.  Notwithftanding ad the Difficulties, ard Di, FAA 

nA all. the Reproach and Oblzquy, all the Scandal © 1 
and. Defamation that the Fe has been without” || 
Mich baded with, they fill not only keep their Ground, | 
but every,where increaſe to an incredible Degree... Their © RY 7 0 
/ 19s though reproached,. are yet blameleſs : And. ©. 
the more traduced, 7698; ll mn 4 with i 1 7 "Oh 
|. e f LY - Rs 
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; 1 E N the Divine Wiſdom NR. . 


reduce a wild Chaos to a fair, re- 
gular and permanent Syſtem, the Al- 
e mighty Architect not only traced out 
the whole Plan of the Univerſe, but gave Life. 
and Being, Form and Figure to every Part. 

what before had been a rude, indigeſted and i im- 
moveable Heap of ſenſeleſs Matter. 
| B 


WHEN 


 folved to form the World, and to . 


vill PE. F-: AC: Ie 


my Prehren, 1 to the unbrefudiced Hunt ee 
It was omitted: be, me ntisned in its Preben Piet, 
that the 7 0 + or. 2  Stome, on the 75 1 fe 


Lant hora of F. Pauf 4 C4 bed, al was laid iy tie 
Har as of ihe Suren 5 57 WI, 1 nr ffopt er W. re 4 by 
Depvintion from his er, in the Preſence af tliat ex- 


cell nt Architect, Mr. Strong, his Sin, and t Free 
and Acceptcd a hich ps in tho 8 
tier ”; the IVark, Parentatia, p. 297. 1 de been 
Pall injurmed, _ the Suppoſitios for Sir Chrill pher 


Wrer's Neglect of the Craft, hinted at in p. 95, of 

the enſumg Hiſtory, is in forme Inſtances m!frepre- 
ſented; fir ud Perſon in the Grand- M- er's Che r 
ver deſerved Jetter of the Craft, nor did mure 
Flour. ts the Sectety of Pee: Maions, hit his 
Age would formit him. to attend ei 2 1 bit 
that his ſrpajed Ivegle? 9 of his i3rethren, Was oi ¹ 
to no other Cauſe, than his extreme old Agr, and Re- 
tiremeut from the Stape of Buſineſs and Hurry. 

Notwithſtanding ail the DifFcrlties ard Diſcourage- 
| ments, all the N. ren > and Obizquy, all the Scandal 
aud Defamation that the Fraternity bas been without 
Mercy badedawith, they fill not only koep their Ground, 
but ev: ry Wrere increaje to an mcorediti: Down 20. They 
Afions, though reproached, arc yet blameleſs : And 
the more traduced, the more in £/{r:m with all the 
God and Great. 

, Finally, my Brethren, may you continue to guard a- 
gainſt all Inneuations, falſe Brethren, and others that | 
appear in varims Did | fo ſhall yrur Wiſdom re- 
ceive due Praiſe, and the Body of Maſons no Blame. 


MHay the whale Brotherhood continue inſtant in goed 
Hrks, continue to adorn the World, whilft Arts and 
Learning flouriſh amimg Men, and bratherly Love ' 


A amongſi them; even ſo the End of the World. 
HE 
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CHAP. I. 


The State of MAS R from the. 
CREATION 7 the FLooD. 


HEN the Divine Wiſdom had re- 
| ſolved to form the World, and to 
reduce a wild Chaos to a fair, re- 
| gular and permanent Syſtem, the Al- 
mighty Architect not only traced out 
the whole Plan of the Univerſe, but gave Life 
and Being, Form and Figure to every Part of 
what before had been a rude, indigeſted and im- 
moveable Heap of ſenſeleſs Matter, 
B WHEN 


2 The HISTORY of 


Wund the Fiat for Light was given, the 
dull, heavy and terrene Parts of Matter, which 
overclouded the Expanſum, obeyed the Almighty's 
Command, and began to range into Form and 
Order. Some ſubſided to the Center of the 
Earth; but the lucid and fiery Particles aſcending 
higher, ſeparated the Light from the Darkneſs, 
and made the firſt Day and Night, which be- 
came more lucid and ſerene by the Work of the 
ſecond Day; when the Waters were drawn off 
from the Chaos, and were diſmiſſed to their ſeveral 
Orbs and Stations. Thus the delightful Element 
of the Air was difentangled and extracted from 
the Chaosz and next Day the Waters of the 
Earth being gathered into one Place, the dry 
Land appeared, and was furniſhed with Graſs for 
Cattle, and Herbs, and Fruit-trees for the Nou- 
riſhment of Man. On the fourth Day the fame 
Divine Wiſdom created the glorious Orbs of the 
Sun to rule the Day, and the Moon to rule tho 
Night; and for the Meaſure and Computation 
of Time likewiſe. After theſe great Bodies were 


thus ſet in Order, he proceeded to the Creation of 
the animal World; and began with Fiſh and 
Tol, which the Divine Power formed out of ſuch 
++” Matter as was mixed and concocted with the 


Water, and gave them a prolifick Virtue, and a 
natural Inſtin& for Generation, to preſerve their 
Species, and to multiply their Individuals ; a Vir- 
tue which he alſo beſtowed on the terreſtrial Ani- 


mals, 
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mals, both Savages, tame Creatures, and creeping 
'Things. 

WHEN all Things which could 


be neceſlary for Man's Felicity were of . 
ef. C. 4004. 
now perfected, and ſo ordered and | 


diſpoſed as to contribute, in their ſeveral Capa- 
cities, to his Benefit and Delight, then Man was 
alſo created and introduced into the World in 
a Manner and Solemnity not unbecoming the 
Lord and Governor of it. A Work fo truly 
divine, that the Power of no ſubordinate In- 
telligence could be capable of it; and was not 
perfected without a peculiar Conſultation of the 
Divine Perſons : The Reſult whereof was to create 
Man with a Mind fortified to bear the Divine 
Preſence, qualified for the Divine Converſe, fully 
illuminated by the Divine Spirit ; and with a 
Body indulged with the Privilege of Immorta- 
lity, adorned with ſuch Comelineſs and Majeſty, 
as might challenge the Rule and Juriſdiction of 
this inferior World; and bleſſed with an univerſal 
Harmony in all its Faculties; an Underſtanding 
fraught with all Manner of Knowledge ; a Will 
ſubmitted to the Divine Pleaſure ; AﬀeCtions 
placed upon their proper Objects; Paſſions calm 
and eaſy ; a Conſcience quiet and ſerene, with 
reſplendent Holineſs and perfect Felicity, _ 
Tr1s happy State was but of very ſhort Dura- 
tion, by our firft Parents Diſodedience to the 
Divine Precept in Paradiſe, which much de- 
faced the beautiful W * of the Creation; in- 


2 tailing 


4 The HISTORY of 


tailing Sin, Pain and Death upon their Poſterity : 

With guilty Shame they are forced to exchange 
fair Eden's Garden for an uncultivated World, 
which produced nothing but what was the Effect 

of toilſome Labour; and where they had no 
other Proſpect than a ſad Variety of Os Care 
and Trouble. 

A STATE which, however impaired, we can- 
not, in any wiſe, ſuppoſe to be ignorant of the 
liberal Sciences, much leſs of Geometry : For 
ever ſince the Fall, we find the Principles of it in 
the Hearts of his Offspring, who thereby are 
enabled to trace the Wiſdom, Strength and Beauty 
diſplayed in all the wonderous Works of Crea- 
tion ; and thence, with Adoration, refle& them 
to their Almighty and ineffable Origin. And 
that, though after his Expulſion from Eden, he 
and his Poſterity were intirely taken up in the 
Invention, and making of what might be uſeful. 
to fence them from the Inclemency of the Wea- 
ther, and the brutal World, now at perpetual 
War with them; yet under theſe terrible Cir- 
cumſtances, we muſs perceive, that, of all ſub- 
lunary Beings, Man is the moſt adapted to So- 
ciety, has the Seeds of Juſtice, Kindneſs and 
Benignity, (which are the Sinews of Concord and 
brotherly Love,) born with him, and implanted 
in his Breaſt; that he has the Gift of Speech, 
whereby he can expreſs his Thoughts, impart his 
Mirths, Sorrows and Secrets; communicate his 


Counſels, and participate in Compacts, bene- 
ficial 
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ficial to himſelf and his fellow Creatures: And 
happy ſtill in this, that God had not withdrawn 


from him his Knowledge of Gegmetry, by which 


ſeveral curious Arts were invented, which to 
this Day have been the Glory of Mankind, and 
an Ornament to the World. 

WE may obſerve, that hore is in Man a Fund 
of Induſtry, and a certain happy Ingenuity in 
inveniing Arts and Sciences, whether mechanical 
or liberal; all of which have a mighty Tendency 
to the Delight and Benefit of Mankind. And 
therefore we need not queſtion but that the wiſe 
God, by putting theſe Singularities in our Nature, 
intended, as another End of our Creation, that 
we ſhould not only live happily ourſelves, and 


ſpend our Time in beneficial Occupations, or 


agreeable Amuſements, but be likewiſe mutually 
aſſiſtant to each other, Inſtruments for the Good 
of human Society; which in the Scripture Phraſe, 
is to be all of one Mind, having Compaſſion one for 
another, and to love as Brethren ; as all that have 
been true and faithful have ſet us an Example. 

Wr may be very well aſſured, that Adam in- 
ſtructed his Deſcendants in Geometry, and the 
Application of it to whatever Crafts were con- 
venient for thoſe early Times; without which, 
the Children of Men muſt have lived in Woods, 
Dens and Caves, like Brutes ; or at beſt in ſome 
poor and wretched Hovels of Mud. 


B 3 CAIN 
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4» . CAIN with his Family and 
0 89. Adherents being expelled fro 
Bef. C. 3875. 2 irene 

Adam's Altars, forthwith built a 
ſtrong City, and called it Dedicate or Conſecrate, 
after the Name of his eldeſt Son Enoch, whoſe 
Race followed the Example, improved not only 
in Geometry and Maſonry, but made Diſcoveries 
of ſeveral other curious Arts, Thus Jabal firſt 
invented the Uſe of Tents, to order Cattle, and 
building in Stone and Timber; Jubal was the 
Inventor of Muſick and muſical Inſtruments ; 
and Tuba] Cain found out the Art of forging and 
working Metals, of making Armour and war- 
like Weapons, and alſo famous for his great 
Strength and Skill in War. 

Nox is it to be ſuppoſed, that the Deſcendants 
of Seth came any thing behind thoſe of Cain, 
in the Cultivation of Geometry and Maſonry : 
For Enoch, the fifth from Seth, who propheſied 
of the Deluge and Conflagration, left theſe Arts 
and Sciences ſhould flip out of the Knowledge 
of Men, raiſed two Columns, one of Brick, the 
other of Stone, and inſcribed their Inventions 
upon them, that if the Pillar of Brick happened 
to be overthrown by the Flood, that of Stone 
might remain; which Foſephus tells us was to 
be ſeen, in his Time, in the Land of Siriad. 

TRE enterprizing Genius of Man began to 
exert itſelf very early in the Arts of Aſtronomy, 
Building, working in Braſs and Iron, in Muſick, 
and every Science, uſeful and entertaining; and 

the 
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the Undertakers were not limited by a ſhort Life. 
They had Time enough before them to carry 
Things to Perfection; but whatever their Skill, 
Learning, or Induſtry performed, all the Re- 
mains or Monuments thereof have long ſince 

_ periſhed. 

Nox E can doubt but Aſtronomy, which muſt 
have bren preceded by Geometry, was invented 
from the Commencement of Time. As there 
is nothing more ſurprizing than the Regularity 
of the heavenly Luminaries, it is eaſy to judge 
that one of the firſt Curioſities of Mankind was 
to conſider their Courſes, and to obſerve the 
Periods of them. It was not Curioſity only 
that prompted Men to apply themſelves to aſtro- 
nomical Speculations ; Neceſſity itſelf may be 
ſaid to have obliged them to it. For if the 
Seaſons are not obſerved, which are. diſtinguiſhed 
by the Motion of the Sun, it is impoſſible to 
ſucceed in Agriculture. If the Duration of the 
Month and Year were not determined, a certain 
Order could not be eſtabliſhed in civil Affairs, 
nor the Days allotted to the Exerciſe of Religion 
fixed. Thus as neither Agriculture, Polity, nor 
Religion could diſpenſe with the Want of Aſtro- 
nomy, it is evident that Mankind were obliged 
to apply themſelves to the Sciences from the 
Beginning of the World. 

TRE Poſterity of Seth, who had for ſome 
Ages retained their Integrity in the true Wor- 
fhip of God, and a cloſe Application to the 

B 4 cC.)—CTences, 
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Selences, were at laſt infected with the ſame 
Contagion of Profaneneſs and Immorality, as 

the Race of Cain; ſo that all Sorts of Wicked - 
neſs over-ſpread the Earth, and reigned trium- 
phant: But at laſt ended in their Deſtruction 
and Extirpation by the Deluge, in which all the 
human Race periſhed,” except Noah and his Fa- 
mily. Here was: ao diſmal Face of Things 5 
inſtead of the Earth, adorned with the Pro- 
ductions of Nature, and the Improvements of 
Art, a watry Deſert appeared, which offered 
nothing to the View of Heaven, but the floating 
Wrecks of Man and his fellow Creatures, who 
were ſwept away with the common Deſtruction; 
which was the moſt dreadful and amazing Judg- 
ment, the moſt horrid and pertentous. ame 
that Sete ever ern ame 5 ä 
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ths Stats of 1 MAsOonR v from the Fla 
to the Building. of Solomon! $ Temple... R 


HE. firſt "Piers. of Maſonry 

3 1 dat ve know of immedi- 

Beſore Chri aaly. under. Divine, Direction, was 

2348. the Ark, wherein Mal, and his 

three Sons, Shem, Ham and Faphet, 

all Maſons true, were preſeryed from Ne 
ind” 7 2 
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all the reſt of Mortals periſhing, They brought 
with them over the Flood, and afterwards com- 
municated to their Children, Geometry, and the 
er Building: And from theſe Maſons, or 
four grand Officers, all the preſent Race of Man- 
kind are deſcended. The firſt Thing he did 
upon his landing, was to build an Altar, and 
offer a burnt Sacrifice of every clean Beaſt and 
Fowl... God having accepted the Sacrifice, bleſſed 
Noah, and' gave him Power over all liying Crear a 
tures, with a Permiſſion to eat them as freely a as 
of the Produce 'of the Ground : However, he 
forbid him to eat the Blood of Animals, or to 
| ſhed that of Man; ordering him to puniſh Man- 
ſlaughter with Death, and to Pn 2 8 8 a3 


faſt as he could. _ | 
BEING all of one Lone foe Abe,” 
Speech, It came to paſs, as they Year of the 


| journeyed from the EasT towards the jt _— if 


WEST, they found a Plain in the 2247. 
Land of Shinaar, and dwelt there 
together as Noachide, or Sons of Noah, the felt 
Name of Maſons; and for fear of the "bad Con- 
ſequence of Separation, they reſolved to keep to- 
gether: For which Purpoſe, we find that great 
Numbers of them aſſembled in the Plains of 
ö Shinaar, to build a City and large Tower; but 
| as this was only in order to make themſelves 
+ a. Name, and prevent their Diſperſion, God 
for 0 Vanity confounding their Speech, g 

"that which they endeayoured to avoid] 

B 5 And 
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And hence this Tower was called Babel or Can- 
fuſun. Upon the Top of this. Tower was an 
Obſervatory, by the Benefit of which it was that 
the Batylonians advanced their Skill in Geometry 
and e beyond all other Nations: For 
Fo when Alexander took Babylm, Ca- 
ne Jiſthenes, the Philoſopher, who ac- 
„ companied him thither, found they 
had aſtronomical Obſervations for 
| 1903 Vears backwards from that 
Time, which carries up the Account as high as 
the 115th Year after the Flood, and fifteen after 
the building the Tower of Babel. After the 
- Diſperſion, they Kill carried with them the Know- 
ledge of Maſonry, and that now to a great De- 
gree of Perfection. 
| _ __ NIMROD or p > ay the Son 
| Year of 8 of Cuſt, the eldeſt Son of Ham, 
Before 389 7 and Founder of the Babylonian Mo- 

N 21 ” narchy, being grand Maſter of all 
: . Maſons, after the general Migra- 

non, built many ſplendid Cities in Sbinaar; and 
Apur, the Son 7 Shem, being driven by Nimrod 
out of Balylm, built the Cities of Nineveh, Reho- 
both, Kalah, Reſen, and man y. other in no. 
T he learned Mathematicians in thoſe Parts, who 
in after Ages were called Chaldzes and Magicians, 


| eultivated the Science and the Art under the Pa- 


trenage of the Kings and great Men of the Eaſt. 
Tus Confuſion of Tongues, which gave Riſe 


| to the andient Praftice of Mafons e, 54 
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JFapbet in Europe, left behind them filfficientVeſtiyes 
to demonſtrate their great Skill in Maſonry. But 


as the Walls of Babylon, and the Pyrit of 


doth manifeſt. aps 


of Mortals after the Flood, who applied 


to the noble Arts, according to Janda, Puy, 
Diadorus and Cicero. "= (3,252 


and afterwards flouriſhe® among the Tear df e 
- Chaldeans,' were transferred out of 
 Chaldta and A 
ant by Abraham, For when, 
the Command of God, tie a bis 
native Soil into Pale ie, and from thence: into 
Foppe, and perceived the Egptiams to be taken 
with the Study of good Arts, and to be of a 
very notable Wit and Capacity for Learning, be 
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dut the Uſe of Speech, hiimlered not the hnmprove- 
ment of Maſonry in their ſeveral Colonies; for the 


Deſcendants of Shem in uſſa, Nam in A, and of 


of theſe, the Arians. and ſeem to 
have made the greateſt Progreſs in this royab Artz 


Egypt, two of the an Waden of ihe Work, 
abundantly teſtify. * 9702; ee e 
MITZRATM; 1 wed 
Son of Ham, carried to, A Tow! of "he 
ſerved in Egypt, their original 5 1 
Skill, and much cultivated the 2188. 
Art, as their hed ane Tast? 


Tux Afprians and . 


Bor the Arts which firſt neo, 


. 
re Chr; 
ria to the Foyer 1920; | | 


© communicated to” them Atithmetiek und 


ROMYys 
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nomy, and conſequeritly Geometry, which muſt 
of Neceſſity go before Aſtronomy : In which _ -..| 
Studies Mende the Egyptians ſo flouriſhed, that 21 
Ariſtotle, 1 Metaph. c. 1, doth affirm, though Fil 
erroneouſly, that the mathematick Arts were 
firſt found out in Egypt, by their Prieſts ; who 
by their een were at Leiſure for theſe 
Things, 1 
. * 8 a Abraham, 
1 4 of the being Sojourners and Shepherds in 
Before 42 2 if Egypt, practiſed very little of Ar- 
1574. chitecture, except the building of 
Lents, till about eighty Years be- 
fore their Exodus; when by the over-ruling 
Hand of Providence, they were trained up to 
the building in Stone and Brick; and built for 
the Egyptians the two ſtrong Cities of Pithom and 
Raamaſis, in order to make them expert Ma- 
ſons, before they poſſeſſed the promiſed Land, 
then famous for good Maſonry. 
| _ Duxins the forty Years Pere- 
Year of the grination of the Hebrews in the 


1 858. Wilderneſs of Arabia, towards 
8 Canaan, God was pleaſed to in- 
1490. 5 Fo 


ſpire with Wiſdom of Heart, Abo- 
Lab, of the Tribe of Dan, and Bezaleel, of the 
Tribe of Judab, who erected the glorious Taber- 
nacle, where the Divine SHE CHINA: reſided, 


and the Ark of the Covenant was depoſited. 
which proved afterwards the Model of Solomer's 


Temple, according to the Nane God gave to 
- Moſes, 
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Moſer, in Mount Horeb, who then became Grand 
Maſter of the Lodge of Iſrael, to which he gave 


' wiſe Regulations and Charges ; though the Tra- 


dition thereof has not been tranſmitted down to 
us ſo perfect as might have been wiſhed, 
708 HU A ſucceeded in the 
Direction: He marſhalled the I/ Year of the 
a 897. 

raolites, and led them over Jordan, Before 
which God made dry for their 1 451. 
March, into the promiſed Land? 
And having finiſhed his Wars with the Cannes, 
he fixed the "Tabernacle at Shilove, in Ephraim, 
ordering the Chiefs of Iſrael to ſerve their God, 
cultivate the Land, and carry on the grand De- 
ſign of Architecture in the beſt Mſaick Style. 
Tux /raelites made prodigious Progreſs in the 
Study of Geometry and Architecture; but were 
ſtill exceeded by the Canaanites, Phemcians and 
Sidonians in the ſacred Architecture of Stone, who 
being a People of a happy Genius, and Frame of 
Mind, made many great Diſcoveries and Improve- 
ments in the Sciences, as well as.in Point of Learn- 
ing; though it is very probable they excelled much 


more in the Labours of the Hand than thoſe of 


the Head. The Glaſs of Side, the Purple of 
Tyre, and the exceeding fine Linen they wove, 
were the Product of their own Country, and 
their own Inventions : And for their extraor- 
dinary Skill in working of Metals, in, a 08 
Timber and Stone; in a Word, for their per- 
fect e of what was ſolid, great and 
ornamental 
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nn mente“ in ArchiteRire,) it need bit. bes ge- 
membered, the great Share they had in erecting 


and decorating of the Temple at Feruſalem ; than 


(which nothing can more redound to their Honour, 


or give a clearer Idea of what their own Buildings 
muſt have been. Their Fame was ſuch for their 
juſt Taſte, fine Deſign, and ingenious Invention, 
that whatever was elegant, great, or pleaſing, 
was diftinguiſhed by way of Excellence, with 
the Epithet of Sidonian; or for the Artiſts to be 
Men of Tyre. 
Tux City of Tre, Ser, or 
Year of the 9, was built by a great Body of 
Beo (37 Sidenian Maſons from Gabala, un- 
1252. der their Grand Maſter, and proper 
Princes, or Directors, who finiſhed 
the lofty Buildings of the City, with its mor 
Walls and Aqueducts, in a Manner greatly to 
the Honour and Renown of thoſe who had 150 
conducting of this grand Deſign. 
Tu Phenicians built, in a 
Year of the grand and ſumptuous Manner, the 


—— "Grit. famous Temple of Dagon, at Gaza, 


1117. and artfully ſupported it by two 
| flender Columns, not too big to 
graſp in the Arms of Samſon ; who pulling them 
down, the large Roof ſell upon 3000 of the Lords 
and Ladies of the Philiflines, and killed them all, 

himſelf ſharing” the Wa Fate. 


to 
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In after Times, Abibal, King of 
Tyre, repaired that City, and fo Year of ol 
did his Son Hiram; under whom I, 12 
the Kingdom of Tyre was in a fore Ob m 
very flouriſhing Condition: He alſo {RN 


repaired and improved ſeveral Cities in the eaſtern 
Parts of his Dominions ; and being himſelf a 
Maſon, he took the Direction of the Craft upon 

himſelf, and became a ſumptuous Grand' Mater: 
He enlarged Tyre," and joined it | 
to the Temple of Jupiter Olympius, - Four of che 
ſtanding i in an Iſland: He alſo built Be 1 * 
two Temples, one to Hercules, and 
the other to Aarte; with many 
other rich and ſplendid Buildings. 5 | 

- DurING all this Period, the Iſraeli iter, by 
their Vicinity to the Artiſts of Tyre and Sid, 
had great Opportunities of cultivating | the royal 
Art, which they failed not diligently to purſue, 
and at laſt attained to a very high Perfection, as 
well in operative Maſonry, as in the Regularity 
and Diſcipline of their well formed Lodges, which 
through all ſucceeding Ages has wo ſees my no 
Change. 
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. III. 


The State of MAS NR Goa the 
Foundation to the Conſecration of the 
- . Temple 


AVI D, King of ae, through the long 
Wars he had with the Canaanites, had not 
Leiſure to employ his own Craftſmen, or thoſe 
he had obtained from his ſteady Friend and Ally, 
King Hiram of Tyre ; for almoſt his whole Reign 
was one continued Series of Wars, Fatigues and 
Misfortunes. But at length, having taken the 
Tity of Febus, and Strong-hold of 
Year of the Zion from his Enemies, he ſet the 


- Flood 1301. 


Before Chrif Craft about repairing and embelliſh- 
11047. ing the Walls, and publick Edifices, 

5 eſpecially i in Zion, where he fixed 

his Reſidence; and which wWas from him called | 
the City of David: As alſo by him, or in his 
Time, the 0% Jebus obtained the Name of 


DAVID, now worn hs: with 
Year of the Years and Infirmities, and drawing 
1 ; Ori ;þ near his End, aſſembled the Chiefs 
1015; of his People: and acquainted them 
Vith his Deſign, to have built a 
Wale Repoſitory for the Ark of God; 
haviig made great Preparation for it, and laid 


up 
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up immenſe Quantities of rich Materials; as alſo 
Plans and Models for the different Parts of - the 
Struture, with .many neceſſary Regulations for 
its future Eſtabliſhment ; but found it was the 
Divine Will, this great Work was to be accom- 
pliſhed by his Son Salomon. He requeſted, them 
to aſſiſt in ſo laudable a Work; and they were 
not backward to fulfil. his Requeſt ; ſo that an 
amazing Quantity of Gold, Silver, Copper, and 
other Metals, beſides precious Stones, Marble, 
Porphyry, and other rich Materials were e 
to him from all Parts of the Kingdom. 
Tk King died ſoon after, in the. joth * 
of his Age, after having reigned ſeven Vears in 


Hebron, over the Houſe of Judah, and mir. ; 
three over all the Tribes. 


Ufo the Death of David, and a IAC 
the Succeſſion of Solamon to the Yeu of ay 
Throne, the Affection Hiram had * Fr | 
ever maintained for the Father, 1012 
| prompted him to ſend a gratula- 
tory Embaſſy to the Son, expreſling great 705 to 
find the Regality continued in the Family. When 
theſe Ambaſſadors returned, Solomon embraced 
the Occaſion, and wrote a Letter to Hiram in 
theſe Terms: 


8 & 1 | ; £7 E 


N Solomon to. King Him, glalic. 


De it known to thee, O King, that my 
Father David had it a long Time in his 
2 « Mind to erect a Temple to the Lord, but being 


« perpetu- 


c perpetually in War, and under a Neceflity of 
« clearing his Hands of his Enemies, and make 
c them all his Tributaries, before he could attend 
ec to thisgreatand holy Work, he hath left it to me 
in Time of Peace, both to begin, and to finiſh 
« jt, according to the Direction, as well as the 
te Prediction of ALMIGHTY GOD. Bleſſed 
4e be his great Name for the preſent Tranquillity 
« of my Dominions! and by his gracious Aſſiſtance, 
« J ſhall now dedicate the beſt of Improvements of 
ec this Liberty and Leiſure to his Honour and 
c Worſhip, Wherefore I make it my Requeſt, 
& that you will let ſome of your People go along 
« with ſome Servants of mine to Mount Lebanus, 
« to affiſt them in cutting down Materials to- 
de wards this Building; for the Sidenians under- 
« ſtand it much better than we do. As for the 
& Workmens Reward, or Wages, whatever you 


4 a nn ſhall be punQually paid them.” 


a. IRA M was highly pleaſed wich this Let- 
kr, and returned the following Anſwer ; 


King Hiram to King Solomon. 


OTHING could have been Hers 
welcome to me, than to underſtand that 
« the Government of your bleſſed Father is de- 
de yolved, by God's Providence, into the Hands 
&« of fo excellent, ſo wiſe, and fo virtuous a Suc- 
bs Fe His holy Name be praiſed for it! That 


cc 


« which 
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* which you write for ſhall be done with all Care 
« and Good-Will: For I will give Order to cut 
* down, and export ſuch Quantities of the faireſt 
« Cedars, and Cyprefs-Trees, as you ſhall have 
« Occaſion for: My People ſhall bring them to 
«« the Sea-fide for you, and from thence ſhip them 
« away to what Port you pleaſe, where they may 
lie ready for your own Men to tranſport them to 
« Feruſalem. It would be a great Obligation, 


c after all this, to allow us ſach a Proviſion of 


« Corn in Exchange, as may ſtand with your 


« Convenience; for = is the wr na we 
be: anden want moſt. “ 


8 OLO MO N was highly pleaſed with \ this 
Anifirer of the Brian King, and in Return for 
his generous Offers, ordered him a yearly Preſent 

of 20,000 Meaſures of Wheat, and 20,000 Mea- 

ſures of fine Oil for his Houſhold ; 'befides the 
ſame Quantity of Barley, Wheat, Wine and 
Oil, which he engaged to give Hiram's: Maſons; 
who were to be employed in the intended Work 
of the Temple. Hiram was to fend the Cedars, 
Fir, and other Woods, upon Floats to Jeppe, 
there to be delivered to whom Solomon ſhould direct, 
in order to be carried to Feruſalem. He ſent Fim 
alſo a Man of his own Name, a Tyrian by Birth, 
but of 1ſrazlitiſh Deſcent, who was a ſecond 
. Bezaleel, and honoured by his King with the Title 
of Father; and in 2 Chron.. ii. 13. is called - 
HinamABir. This infpired Maſter: was, 
ien Ri without 
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without Queſtion, the moſt cunning, ſxilful and 
curious Workman that ever lived, whoſe Abilities 
were not confined to Building only, but extended 
to all Kinds of Work, whether in Gold, Silver, 
Braſs, or Iron; whether in Linen, Tapeſtry, or 
Embraidery ;- whether conſidered as an Architect, 
| Statuary, Founder or Deſigner, ſeparately or to- 
gether, he equally excelled. From his Deſigns, 
and under his Direction, all the rich and ſplendid 
Furniture of the Temple, and its ſeveral Appen- 
dages, were begun, carried on, and finiſhed, 
Solomon appointed him, in his Abſence, to fill the 
Chair, as Deputy-Grand- Maſter ; and in his Pre- 
ſence, Senior Grand-Warden, Maſter of Work, 
and general Overſeer: of all Artiſts, as well thoſe 
whom David had formerly procured from Tyre 
and Sidon, as thoſe Hiram ſhould now ſend, The 
Fellow- Crafts were ordered to be partitioned into 
Lopoxs, of a certain Number, with a Maſter 
and Wardens i in each, to be duly paid, fed, and 
cloathed, and to take Care of their Succeſſion: 
Thus a laſting Foundation was laid of perfect 
Harmony, Love, and Friendſhip; each knew 
his peculiar Buſineſs and Duty, and the grand 
Deſign was vigorouſly purſued. The Alliance 
between theſe wiſe and learned Pri INCRs W 
only with their Lives. 


1 8, the Hiſtorian, tells us, has hy 3 
of: Wiſdom was the chief Inducement to that 
Tenderneſs of Friendſhip betwixt Hiram and 
Solomen ; that they interchanged difficult, and 
46a} 74 myſterious 
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myſterious Queſtions, and Points of Art, to be 
ſolved according . to the true Reaſon and Nature 
of the Matter in Hand. Menander, of Epheſus, 
who tranſlated the Brian Annals, out of the 
Philiftine Tongue, into Greet, alſo relates, that 
when any of - theſe Propoſitions proved too hard 
for thoſe wiſe and learned Princes, Abdeymonus,” or 
Abdomenus, the Tyrian, called in the old Conſti- 
tutions, Aymon, or Hiram Abif, anſwered” 1 
Device that was put to him, 2 Chron, ii. 14; and 
even challenged Solomon, though the wiſeſt Prince 
on Earth, with the Subtlety of the Queſtions he 
propoſed, 

To carry on this pn Work with greater 
Eaſe and Speed, Solomon cauſed all the Craftſmen, 
as well Natives as Foreigners, to be numbered, 
and claſſed as follows, vis. LS 


1. HARODIM, Princes, Rulers bh 300 
or r Provoſts: in Number e 
2. MENATZCHIM, Over- ]! 4} 
Fe and Comforters of the People in . * 
working, that were _— Len AR 0 9h 5 
nds e er 
3.GHIBLIM, Stone-Bquarers, TE” 
Poliſhers and Sculptors; and 78 Hf © 7 
CHOTZEB, Men of Hewing F- _ _ 
and BENAT, Setters, . Layers or e 
Builders, being ro and ingenious 1 
Fellow-Crafts : Kant ke 8 
a ne . Canes er. 1 
And £163 wy L192 | 0 
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Brought over 83,600 

ts Tas — out of 1ſrael, ap- i 
pointed to work in Lebanon, one 
Month in three, 10,000 every Month, 
under the Direction of noble Adonirams || - 


be was the junior Grand-Warden. J 
ALL the Free-Maſons employed in . 


the Work of the Temple, excluſive > 11 2,600 


of the two Grand-Wardens, were 


BEsI DES the J Sabbal, or Men of Burthen, 
the Remains of, the Old Canaanites, amounting 


to 70,000, who are not numbered among Maſons, 


_ WHEN they were all duly marſhalled, Solomon, 
who had been ſtill adding immenſe Quantities of 
Gold, Silver, precious Stones, and other rich 
Materials, to thoſe which David had laid up be- 


fore his Death, put them into proper Hands, te 


be wrought into an almoſt infinite Variety of 


Ornaments. The vaſt Number of Hands em- 
ployed, and the Diligence, Skill, and Dexterity 
of the Maſter of Mort, the Overſeers and Fellow- 


Crafts, was ſuch, that he was able to level the 
Foot · Stone of this vaſt Structure in the fourth Year: 
of his Reign, the third after the Death of David, 
and the 480th after the Children of Irael's paſling 
he Red-Sea, This magnificent 
Year of the ce -&. 8 
Yor of of Work was begun in Mount Moriab, 


of the Flood on Monday, the ſecond Day of the ; 
1336, before Month Zif, w An 


anſwers to the 
twent I- our April, being the 
ſecond Mopth of = meſes Year; : and was car · | 


ried 


. 1012. 


ried on - whth ſuch prodigious 2 that it wag 
finiſhed in all its Parts in little more than ſeven 
Years, which happened on the eighth Day of the 
Month Bul, which anſwers to the twenty-third 
of our Ober, being the ſeventh Month of the 
ſacred Year, | and the eleventh of King Solomon. 
What i is ſtill more aſtoniſhing, is, that every Piece 
of it, whether Timber, Stone, or Metal, were 
brought ready cut, framed, and poliſhed, to 
Feruſalem; ſo that no other Tools were wanted, | 
or heard, than what were neceſſary to join the 
ſeveral Parts together. All the Noiſe of Ax, 
Hammer, and Saw, was confined to Lebanon, the 
Quarries and Plains of Zeredathah, that nothing 
might, be heard among the Maſons of Sim, ſave 
Harmony and Peace. 

Tux Length of the Temple, or Holy Place, 
from Wall to Wall, was ſixty Cubits of the ſacred 
Meaſure ; the Breadth twenty Cubits, or one 
third of its Length; and the Height thirty - 
Cubits to the upper Ceiling; diſtinct from the 
Porch: So that the Temple was twice as long and 
large every Way as the ,Tabernacle, The Porch 
was 120 Cubits high; its Length twenty; and 
Breadth ten Cubits. The Harmony and Symmetry. 
of the three Dimenſions, in the Temple are very, 
remarkable, which are the Proportions - 'c0ngrugus 
to the three great Concords in Muſick, which 
muſt be a grateful Proportion to the Eye, as. that 
Harmony in Muſick is ſo exceedingly raviſhing to 
| the Ear. * 1 Orc, or Moſt Holy Place, * | 
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a perfect Cube of twenty Cubits, thereby ſha- 
dowing the Perfection of Happineſs : The great 
Philoſopher, Ariſtotle, ſays, that he who bears the 
Shocks of Fortune valiantly, and demeans him- 
ſelf uprightly, is truly good, and of a ſquare Poſture 
without Reprodf. ' Beſides, as the ſquare Figure is 
the moſt firm in Building, ſo this Dimenſion of : * 
the Oracle was to denote the Conſtancy, Duration 
and Perpetuity of Heaven, The Wall of the 
Outer Court, or that of the Gentiles, was 7700 
Feet in Compaſs, and all the Courts and Apart- 
ments would contain 300,000 People : The 
Whole was adorned with 1453 Columns of Parian 
Marble, twiſted, ſculptured, and voluted, with 2906 
Pilaſtres, decorated with magnificent Capitals, and 
about double that Number of Windows, beſides 
thoſe in the curious Pavement. The Oracle and 
Sanctuary was lined with maſſy Gold, adorned 
with all the Embelliſhments of Sculpture, and ſet 
; with numerous, moſt gorgeous, and dazzling De- 
| corations of Diamonds and all Kinds of precious 
Stones. 
No Structure was ever to be compared with 
the Temple, for its exactly proportioned and 
beautiful Dimenſions, from the magnificent Por- 
tico on the Eaſt, to the glorious and reverend 
Sanctum Sanforum on the Weſt ; with. the nu- 
merous Apartments for the Kings, Princes, San- 
hedrim, Prieſts, Levites and People of 1/rael; and 
the Outer Court for the Gentiles, it being an Houſe 
| of Prayer for all Nations. The Proſpect of it 
I highly 
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highly tranſcended all that we are now capable to 
imagine, and has ever been eſteemed the fineſt 
Piece of Maſonry upon Earth, before or fince, 
TEE old Conſtitutions aver, that 
ſome ſhort Time before the Conſe- Year of the 
cration of the Temple, King Hiram _ 4 
. came from Tyre to take a View of 992. 1285 
that mighty Edifice, and to inſpect 
the different Parts thereof, in which he was ac- 
companied by King Solomon, and the Deputy 
Grand Maſter, Hiram Abif; and after his View 
thereof, declared the Temple to be the utmoſt 
Stretch of human Art. Sglomon here again re- 
newed the League with Hiram, and made him a 
Preſent of the ſacred Scriptures, tranſlated into 
the Syriac Tongue, which it is ſaid is ſtill extant 
among the Maronites, and other Eaſtern Chriſti- 
ans, under the Name of the old Syriac Verſion. 
TRE Temple of Fehovah being finiſhed, under 
the Auſpices of the wiſe and glorious King of 
Iſrael, Solomon, the Prince of Architecture, and 
the GRAN D MASTER Maſon of his Day, the 
Fraternity celebrated the' Cape-Stone with great 
Joy; but their Joy was ſoon interrupted by the ſud- 
den Death of their dear and worthy Maſter Hiram 
Abif; nor leſs was the Concern of King Solomon, 
who after ſome Time allowed to the Craft to vent 
their Sorrow, ordered his Obſequies to be per- 
formed with great Solemnity and Decency, and 
buried him in the Lodge near the Temple, ac- 
+ C | cording 
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cording to the ancient Uſages among Maſons; and 
long mourned for his Loſs. | | 

THe Fame of this grand Edifice ſoon prompted 
the Inquiſitive of all Nations to travel, and ſpend 
ſome Time at Feruſalem, and ſurvey its Excellen- 
cies, as far as was allowed to the Gentiles; and they 
ſoon found, that the joint Skill of all the World 
came infinitely ſhort of the Jraelites, in the 
Wiſdom, Strength, and Beauty of their Architec- 
ture, by which, as by the moſt perfect Pattern, 
they reſolved to correct that of their own Coun- 
tries at their Return. . 


— '% — 


CHAP. IV. 


The State of MASONRY from the 

Conſecration to the. Deſtruftion of 
k Solomon's Temple, and Caption'y of 
7 tbe Jews. 


HE Work of the Temple being compleated, 
the Fraternity were next employed in 

carrying on other great Works in Feruſalem; as 
alſo in building the, Houſe of the Foreſt of Le- 
banon, with a large Watch-Tower, that looked 
on the Road to Damaſcus; and ſeveral Cities on 
the Road from Feruſalem to Lebanon; the Store 
Cities Eaſt and Weſt of Jardan; the Cities of Aſor 


I Magedes 


—— a wy D_—_—_— — 
EY : 
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Magedon and Gazara, in the Land of the Pht- 
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tines : And laſt of all Tadmor, in the Deſart to- 
wards Syria, one Day's Journey from the Euphrates, 


and ſix from Babylon, called in later Times by 


the Greet's Palmyra, with a lofty Palace in it: 


The vaſt and glorious Ruins of this once great 


City, in Marble Pillars, Arches, and other grand 
Remains, has been at large deſcribed, and are 


ſeen by Travellers to this Day. 

ALL theſe and many more coſtly _ 
Edifices were finiſhed in the ſhort 
Space of thirteen Years after the 
Temple, by the Care of 550 Prin- 
ces, or Maſters of Work: For 7 
Maſonry was carried on throughout all the King 


979. 


Year of the 
Flood 1369. 
Before Chri/t 


dom of Iſrael, and many Lodges were conſtituted 
under Grand-Maſter Solomon, who, as the old 


Conſtitutions 


relate, annually aſſembled the 


GRAND Lop GE, at Feruſalem, to preſerve the 
Cement of the Fraternity, and tranſmit their 


Affairs to the lateſt Poſterity. 
Uro the Deceaſe of A 
„many of his Maſons began to tra- 
vel, and carried with them the 
high Taſte of Architecture, with 
| tho Secrets of the Fraternity, into - 


975+ 


'Year of the 
Flood 1373. 
Before Cbriſt 


the ſeveral States of 4/ia and Africa, and alſo into 
Europe; for the Tradition is, that they travelled to 
HFHercules's Pillars in the Weſt; and to Cathay, in the 
Eaſt; and the old Conſtitutions do moreover affirm, 


8 2 


* 72 
is 4 : 
- 129 


that one called Ninus, who had been at the build- 


ing 


28 The His TOR Y of 


ing of the Temple, brought the refined Know- 
1:dge of the ney: and the Art into Germany and 
In many Places, being highly ee they 
obtained ſpecial Privileges ; ; and becauſe they 
raught their liberal Art to the Free-born only, 
they were called FRete-Masons ; conſtituting 

| Lodges in the Places where they were employed 

in Building, by the Encouragement of the Great, 

{ Noble, and Wealthy, who ſoon requeſted to be ac- 
cepted as Members of the Lodge, and Brothers of * 
the Craft; till by Merit, thoſe Free and Accepted KH 

1aſons came to be Maſters and Wardens. Then * 
it was that Kings, Princes and Potentates became 
Grand- Maſters, each in his own Dominions, in 
Imitation of Solomon; ſo that the Gentile Nations 
improved every where beyond Expreſſion, and be- 
came excellent Maſons. 
Tux Diviſion of Solomon's Do- 
Year of the minions into the Kingdoms of Iſrael © 
DT, Gt and Judah, did not much affect the 
974. Fraternity, or diſturb their Lodges: 
For Jeroboam ordered them to build 
pim two Palaces, the one at Sichem, and the other 
at Penuel; and alſo to make and erect the two 
curious Statues of the Golden Calves, with Tem- 
ples for their Worſhip, the one in Bethel, and the 
other in Dan, which were worſnipped by the 
l/raelites till they were taken and carried away 
3 Salmaneſar and Tiglath-Pileſer. King Baaſs 


| built 7; 7 aß for his Palace; and King Omri built 
| Samaria 


A 
. &* © 


2 
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Samaria for his Capital; where his Son King 


Ahab built a large and ſumptuous Temple for his 


Idol- Baal, afterwards deſtroyed by King Jebu, 


and a Palace of Ivory, beſides many. Caſtles and 
fenced Cities; 


TRE People of Leſſer 72 became bellen 


Maſons, particularly at Sardis in Lydia, and all 


along the Sea Coaſt in their mercantile Cities, and 


eſpecially at Epheſus, where the old Temple of 
Diana, which had been built in the 
Days of Miſes, and burnt down Year of the 


| ſome Years after the Death of So- in Chr 
lomon, was now ordered to be re- 941; 


edified in great Splendor, Ac- 


cordingly the Kings of 4/za refounded oy adorned. 
it with 127 Pillars of the beſt Marble, in two 


Rows, in the Form of a double Portico, each 
ſixty Feet high, and thirty- ſix of them were of 


moſt exquiſite Sculpture, by the Direction of Dre- 


ſiphon and Archiphrin, the Diſciples of Salamon's 


Travellers : But it was not finiſhed till the Days 
of Hezekiah, King of- Judah, by Demetrius, and 
Pæonius the Epbeſi fan, HOVING * che Craft 


| for 220 Years, 


Tu Temple of Dians was of the 1 Order, 


in Length 425 Feet, in Breadth 220, with a duly 
proportioned Height. This magnificent and ad- 
mirable Fabric became the third of the ſeven 


Wonders of Art, and the Miſtreſs of - Leſſer 


Aſia; and which for its aſtoniſhing Workmanſhip, 
_ the avowed Enemy of Image Wor- 


C 3 5 ſhip, 
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ſhip, thought fit to leave ſtanding, while he burnt 

all the other Temples in his Way to Greece. 
Bor on the ſame Day that 
— . 4 of the Alexander the Great was born, after 
Belore 022% it had ſtood 365 Vears from the 
356. Time of its being finiſhed, this beau- 
tiful Edifice was burnt to the 
Ground by a Villain, who thought thereby to 
tranſmit his Name to Poſterity ; for upon being 
put to the Rack he acknowledged that his only 
View was, that by deſtroying ſo excellent a Work, 
he might perpetuate his Name, and make it be 
remembered in after Ages : Whereupon the Coun- 
cil of Aſia made a Decree, that no one ſhould 
ever name him ; but this made him ſo much the 
more remembered, ſo remarkable an Extrava- 
gance ſcarce eſcaping any of the Hiſtorians that 
have written of thoſe Times. It was again rebuilt 
by the famous Architect and Deſigner, Denocrates, 
at the Expence of the neighbouring Princes and 
States. A nent 7 Es HR 
TE Afjrian Monarchs, ever ſince Nimrod 


and Ninus, had cultivated the Royal Art, eſpecially 


at their great Nineveh, down to Sardanapalus, 
who being beſieged by his Brother 


Tor of 2 Tiglath-Pileſer, and his General, 
| 7,000 159” Nabonaſſar, burnt himſelf, his Fa- 
AW mily, and vaſt Treaſure in old 

Nimrod's Palace, in the twelfth 
Year of Jotham, King of Judab; when the 


Empire 
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Empire was partitioned between Tiglath, who 
ſucceeded at Nineveh, and Nabonaſſar, who 
reigned over Chaldea. 5 
NABONASSAR, called alſo Beliſis and 
Baladan, was an excellent Architect and Aſtro- 
nomer; and during his whole Reign, employed 
and encouraged the Craft, parti- 
cularly in building the great Baby- Ye of the 
lon : From the Beginning of his 1 
5 Before Chrift 
Reign, commenceth the famous 747. 
aſtronomical Era, which ſtill bears 8 
his Name. The Science and the Art long floy- 
riſhed under the Babylonian Princes, and extended 
now to the remoteſt Parts of Aſia. About this 
Time, alſo, we find that old Maſonry took a 
_ weſtern Courſe ; for the Diſciples of Solomon's 
Travellers, by the Encouragement of Princes and 
States in the Weſt, built, enlarged, embelliſhed 
and adorned Cities paſt Number, particularly 
Conflantinaple, Rome, Ravenna, and many more 
in Greece, ltaly, Spain and Gaul. "4 
Tu Syrians adorned Damaſcus, db 
by the Aſſiſtance of Solomon's Ma- TI of he | 
ſons, with a loſty Temple, a royal 4 reap Gif 
Palace, and a public Altar of moſt 740. 
admirable Workmanſhip, which 
_ laſt ſo raviſhed Abaz, King of Judah, that he 
cauſed a Pattern thereof to be taken, and ſent it 
to Uryah, the High-Pricſt of Feruſalem ; and 
upon his Return, having removed the Altar of 
5 C 4 5 the 


* 
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the Lord out of- its Place in the Temple, ordered 

this new Altar to be ſet up in its Stead. 3 
„ NEBUCHADNEZZAR capti- 

Year of the vated all the Royal Family, and 


World 3416, | 
of. the” cd Flower of the Nobles of Judah, 


1560. eſpecially of the more ingenious 
Before Chriſt Craftſmen, that were of the fair- 
588, eft Countenance and quickeſt Parts, 


laid waſte the whole Land of 

Iſrael ; ; and with numberleſs other fine Edifices, 
deſtroyed the glorious and inimitable Temple of 
Salomon For in the fifth Month, on the ſeventh 
Day of the Month, i. e. towards the End of our 
July, came Nebuzaradan, Captain of the Guards 
to the King of Babylon, to Feruſalem, and after hav- 
ing taken out all the ſacred Veſlels, and the two fa- 
mous Pillars, that were in the“ Temple, and all the 
Riches that could be found in the King's Palace, 
and the City : He did, purſuant to the Command 
of his Maſter, on the tenth of the ſame Month, 
ſet both the Temple and City on Fire, overthrew 
all the Walls, Fortreſſes and Towers belonging 
thereto, wholly raſing and levelling it to the 
Ground, till he had brought all to a through” and 
perfect Deſolation. 
 NEBUCHADNEZZAR, being 
| Year of the now at Reſt from all his Wars, and 
| — 05275 being in full Peace at home, he 
570. applied himſelf with great Induſtry 

to the carrying on this grand De- 


Gen in finiſhing of his Buildings at Babylon, and 
employed 
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employed therein all the able Artiſts of Fudea, 
and other Captives to join his own Chaldean Ma- 
ſons; who by their joint Labour made it the 
fourth of the ſeven Wonders of Art. The moſt 
famous Works therein were the Walls of the City, 
the Temple of Belus, in which were placed the 
brazen Sea, the Pillars, &c. brought from Feruſalem, 
the Palace and hanging Gardens, the River and the 
artificial Lake and Canals, made for draining that 
River, In the Magnificence and Expence of . 
which Works, he much exceeded whatſoever had 
deen done by any King before him: And ex- 
cepting the amazing Wall of China, nothing like 
it has been ſince attempted whereby any one elſe 
can be equalled to him. This ſumptuous Grand- 
Mafrer, alſo, cauſed to be erected in the Plains of 
Dura a golden Image of their God Baal, ſixty 
Cubits high, and ſix broad; ; containing 7000 Attic 
Drachma's of Gold, according to Dioderus, which 
amounts to three . Millions and a half of our 
Money. 

TE Fewifh Captives, after Nebuchadnezzar's 
Death, kept themſelves at Work in regular 
Lodges, waiting the appointed Time of their De- 
liverance ; for Belſpaxzar being 
ſain, Cyrus, the Perſian, ſoon after Year of the 
removed the imperial Seat to Sſiana, Before 75 75 
in Perſia, and thereby put an End 538. 
to the Babyloman Empire, after it 
had 8 209 Years ; and promiſed the 1ſraelites 


C5 great 
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great Favour, and a ſpeedy Reſtoration to their 
own Land, 


Tux Medes and Perfians had 
go” 4 * Fug much improved in the Royal Art, 
Before Chrif and had even out-done the Afſyrians 
| 707: in Maſonry at Ecbatana, which 

being repaired, beautified and vaſtly 
| enlarged by Deioces, King of the Medes, who 
reigned there with great Wiſdom, Honour and 
Proſperity for above fifty Vears; during which 
Time he conſtantly employed the Fraternity, and 
it becoming a great City, he is for this Reaſon, 
by the Greeks, thought to be the Founder of it. 
Alſo Suſiana and Perſepolis, with many more fine 
Cities were built before the Perſians had overcome 
the I Hrians and Babylonians in War, where they 
had ſhewn admirable Skill; but yet did not come 
up to the Accuracy of the Temple, and other 
Structures of Solomon. 
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CHAP v. 


The State of M Aa$SoNRY row 


Grand. Maſter Cyrus, to Grand-Maf- 
ter Seleucus Nicator. 


TR Us, now King of Kings, | 

and Founder of the Perſian Year of the 
Empire, iſſued out his Decree for — 5 Chrift 
_ reſtoring the Fews unto their own 536. bY 
Land, and the rebuilding of the 
Temple at Feruſalem : And conſtituted for his 
principal Grand-Maſter of Judea, Zerubabel, the 
Son of Salathiel, under the Title of Tirſhatha, by 
immediate Commiſſion from him. All the Veſſels 
of Gold and Silver brought to Babylon from 
Feruſalem, were, by this Decree, ordered to be 
delivered by Mithredath, the King's Treaſurer, to 
Zerubabel, who carried them back to Feruſalem ; 
the Veſſels that were at this Time reſtored, a- 
mounted to 5400, the Remainder was brought 
back by Ezra, in the Reign of Artaxerxes Longi- 


manus many Years after. But before the Temple 


was half finiſhed, Cyrus died, which then puta 
Stop to the Work, a and afterwards by various Arti- 
ices 
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fices of his Succeſſors ; yet in twenty Years it was 
finiſhed, which happened in the 
Year of the ſixth Year of Darius Hẽſtaſpes; 
* 657% though far inferior to the Temple of 
ä 516, Solomon, either for Extent or Deco- 
ration, yet being in the true Solo- 
monian Style, it was the fineſt Building upon 
Earth. The Sidonians were frank and liberal 
towards this Work, as in the Days of Hiram, 
bringing down Cedar-Planks in Abundance from 
| Libanus to the Sea-Shore, and from thence into 
the Port of Joppa, as they had been ordered firſt 
by Cyrus, and after him by Darius. Here, alſo, 
the curious Craftſmen held ſtated and regular 
Lodges, as in the Days of Solomon, aſſociated with 
the Maſter-Mafons, giving Lectures, and ſtriftly 

adhering to good old Uſages. | 

DARIUS was a Prince of 
Year of the Wifdom, Clemency and Juſtice ; 
oh ad | G71 and hath the Honour to have his 
7" 096. Name recorded in Holy Writ for 
a Favourer of God's People, a Re- 
ſtorer of his Temple, and a Promoter of his 
Worſhip therein; he was bleſſed with a numerous 
Iſſue, a long Reion, and great Proſperity. In 
the Time of his Reign, firſt appeared in Perſia, 
the famous Zerduſbt or Zoreaſtres, the Archimagus 
or Grand-Maſter of the Magians: He was called 
the Teacher of all Human and Divine Know- 
ledge ; and his Diſciples were great Improvers of 
Geowetry, and the liberal Arts, erecting many 
Palaces 


MASONRY. 37 


Palaces and Fire Temples in the Empire, and long 
flouriſhed in Eaſtern Aa. A Remnant of them 
are ſtill to be found in Perſia, and ſeveral Parts of 
the Eaſt, who retain many Uſages peculiar to the 
Free-Maſons ; but they are not conſidered in a 
religious View, for every Brother is left to Liberty 
of Conſcience, being only ſtrictly charged to 
maintain the Cement of the Lodge, and the 
Articles of Nth. 

AHASUERUS, called Ar- 
taxerxes Longimanus, having mar- Year of the 
Tied the beautiful Feweſs, Queen honed Chih 
Efther, became a great Favourer of $10. 
the eius; and in the third Year of 
his Reign, he made a great Feaſt in his Palace of 
Suza; And the Drinking was according to the Law, 
none did compel : For ſo the King had appointed to all 
the Officers of his Houſe, that they ſhould do according 
to every Man's Pleaſure. Eſt. 1. v. 8. He alſo 
appointed Ezra, the learned Scribe, to ſucceed 
Zerubabel in the Direction of the Craft; who 
built many Synagogues as well in Feruſalem as in 
the other Cities of Judea: And next to him 
Nehemiah, who built the ſtrong _ 

Walls of Jeruſalem : He for 1 Year of the 
Purpoſe divided his Workmen into Pu 44 1893. 
Clais or Companies, mare. pra- 
Þ ” Þ 455. 
perly Lodges, and aſſigned to each 8 
of them the Quarter where they were to work, 
and their Places of Refreſhment; but reſerved to 


himſeif the Reviewal and Direction of the Whole, 


in 
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in which he laboured fo effectually as to compleat 
the Work, notwithſtanding the utmoſt Efforts of 
his Enemies both within and without the Walls, 
to retard his Deſign. While Part of the Craft 
were carrying on the Building, the other ſtood to 
their Arms to defend them againſt any ſudden 
Attack : And all had their Arms at Hand, even 
while they worked, to be ready at a Signal given 
to draw together to any Part, where the E- 
nemy ſhould be diſcovered to be coming upon 
them, | 
DARIUS NOTHUS gave 
3 1 on Leave to Sanballet, the Horonite, 
Balore Chrif the Friend and Advocate of the 
408. Samaritans, to build a Temple upon 
Mount Gerizim, near Samaria, and 
ſo far inſinuated himſelf into the Favour of Darius, 
as to procure the High-Prieſthood for Manaſſes, 
his Son-in-Law, and Brother to Jaddua the High- 
Prieſt of Jeruſalem. This Temple ſtood in Splen- - 
dor till demoliſhed by John Hyrcanus, who levelled 
the City and Temple with the Ground ; and com- 
pelled all the Idumeans to conform to the Law of 
Moſes. After Nehemiah, the High-Prieſt of Feru- 
ſalem, was uſually the Provincial Grand-Mafter of 
Fudea, as well under the Perſians as the Greeks 


and Romans. 


Ux DER Darius Ochus, Mauſolus King of Caris, 
in Leſſer Aſia, died, which Accident was ren- 
dered famous by the great Grief which Arteme/ia, 
who was both his Siſter and his Wife, ge 

or 
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for his Loſs. Before ſhe died, ſhe 
took Care for the erecting that fa- Year of the 
mous Monument for him, at Hali- omg yo 
3 efore Chriſt 
carnaſſus, which was reckoned the 353. 
fifth of the ſeven Wonders of the 5 
World, and from whence all Monuments of more 
than ordinary Magnificence are called Mauſleums. 
It was in Length from North to South ſixty- three 
Cubits, in Circuit 411 Feet, and in Height 140 
| Feet, ſurrounded with 136 Columns of moſt 
admirable Sculpture; and the Fronts, Eaſt and 
Weſt, had Arches ſeventy-three Feet wide, with 
a Pyramid on the ſide Wall, ending in a pointed 
| Broach, on which was a Coach with four Horſes of 
one Marble Stone. All was performed by the four 
beſt Maſons of the Age, Scopas, Leochares, Timotheus, 
and Briax, 1 ä EY 
_ AFTER the Erection of Solomon's, or as ſome * 
think, the ſecond Temple, the. Royal Art was 
brought into Greece, where the Craft was en- 
couraged to the utmoſt, and Geometry every where 
cultivated with uncommon Induſtry ; many noble 
Structures were erected, which to this Day ſhew 
their former Magnificence and Grandeur, though 
many of thoſe early Performances of the Greeks in 
Architecture have been loſt in the Ruins of Time. 
FuE Greeks, however, were not 9 5 
very famous for their high Taſte in Lear of the 
hy Royal Art, till the Time of Ao * 
Thales the Milefian, who was the 547. 
firſt that brought Geometry with _ ky 
very great Improvements out of Egypt into Greece. 
Ne oa ions 8 e. 
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PYTHAGORAYS, the Scholar of Thales, 
alſo, travelled into Egypt, and from thence to 
Babylon, in which Countries he continued twenty- 
two Years, became the Diſciple of Zoroaftres, and 
acquired all the Learning of the Magians; as 
well as the Law of Moſes, and the ſacred Writings 
from the Babylonian Jews, Upon his Return into 

Greece, he became the Head of a 
Year of the ney Sect, and alſo formed an Aca- 
pod (35% demy, or Lodge of good Geome- 
Before Chri/ y, or Lodge of good Geome 

516. tricians, to whom he communi- 

cated the Secrets of the Science and 
the Art, and all the Uſages of the Free-Maſons ; 
and ſoon after diſcovered, with many other Pro- 
poſitions, the forty-feventh of the firſt Book of 
Euclid, which if rightly underſtood, is not only 
the Foundation of Maſonry, but of all Proertiors 
and Dimenſions whatſoever. . This by Maſons is 
called his EUxE A, becauſe they have it by Tra 
dition that he was the Inventor of it. 

AFTER the Death of Pythagoras, Geometry 
was the darling Study of the Greeks, and their 
learned Men reduced the noble Science to the Uſe 
of ingenious Mechanicks of all Sonts, that perform 
by Geometry, as well as the Operators in Stone 
and Brick. And as Maſonry and Geometry now 
went Hand in Hand, many Lodges appeared, 
eſpecially in the Grecian Republicks, where Li- 
berty, Trade and Learning, flouriſhed ; eſpecially at 
Sicyon, Athens and Corinth, and the Cities of Inis 
till they brought to full Perfection, their beautiful 
Daric, Lic and Corinthian Ordess i in ArchiteQure. 

Ir 
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Ir would require a large Volume | 5 
to deſcribe all the famous Buildings Year of the 
with which the City of Athens only p199%, £999; 
was adorned : It was under the Jong 439: 
and glorious Government of Peri- 
cles, that Athens enriched with Temples, Porticoes 
and Statues, became the Admiration of all the 
neighbouring States, and rendered herſelf almoſt 
as illuſtrious by the Magnificence of her Buildings, 
as ſhe was for the Glory of her Exploits in War. 
Thus were the Athenians inſpired with a Taſte for 
all the fine Arts : For Pericles ſet all the able Hands 
to work, and raiſed ſo lively an Emulation among 
the moſt excellent Craftſmen in every Kind, that, 
ſolely intent upon immortalizing their Names, 
they uſed their utmoſt Endeavours, in all Works 
committed to their Care, to excel each other, and 

to ſurpaſs the Magnificence of the Deſign by the 

Beauty and Spirit of the Execution. It might 

| have been believed, that there was not a fingle 
Building, but muſt have required a great Number 
of Years, and a long Succeſſion of Men to com- 
pleat it: And yet, to the Aſtoniſhment of every 
Body, they were all carried to ſo ſurprizing a De- 
gree of Perfection under the Government of one 
Man; and that too in a very few Years, conſider- 
ing the Difficulty and Era, of the Work- 
manſhip. Y 

Such was the great perfection that the fine 
Arts had now attained to in Greece, that to at- 

tempt 
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tempt to particularize the Arts, or enumerate the 
Artiſts, would baffle all Deſcription. 
GREECE abounded every where with the 
moſt famous and expert Architects, Maſons, Sculp- 
tors, Statuaries, Painters, Deſigners, Philoſophers 
and Academiſts; from whoſe Subtilties in Art, 
and Improvement in all the liberal Sciences, the 
Fellow-Crafts were taught to be the beſt Operators 
upon Earth, All the excellent Painters and Phi- 
loſophers are in the Liſt of ancient Architects; 
they all taught Geometry, and many of them 
practiſed operative Maſonry, and being Gentlemen 
of great Repute, they were generally at the Head 
of the Craft, who by their fine Deſigns and Draw- 
ings, as well as their prudent Government of the 
Lodges, bred up many able Artiſts. By a Law in 
Greece, no Slave was allowed to learn the ſeven 
liberal Sciences, or thoſe of the Free-born : Theſe, 
according to the old Conſtitutions, are Grammar, 
Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, GEOMETRY, 
Muſic and Aſtronomy ; ſo that in Greece, alſo, we 
find the Fraternity were called FREE-Masoxs, 
and in their many Lodges, the Noble and Learned 
were accepted as Brothers at this Time, and after- 
wards for many Ages. 

ALEXANDER, the Macs. 
Year of the donian, having overcome Darius Co- 
_ Chrif domannus at the Granicus, and in the 


334. Battles of Ius and Arbela, taking 
Tyre and Gaza, and ſoon over- ran 


all Egypt ; when poor Darius flying into Badria, 
Was 


— eee» ens 
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was there murdered by one of his own Generals : 
After a Continuance of 207 Years, in him ended 
the Perſian, and in Alexander began the Grecian 
Empire. In one of Alexander's drunken Frolicks, 
he burnt the rich and ſplendid City of Perſepol:s, 
which was truly a City of Palaces in the beſt 
Style; but all its Beauty and Splendor could not 
preſerve it from the inebriated Fury of this inſo- 
lent Diſturber and common Enemy of the human 
Race; by no Means to be allowed to rank in the 
Liſts of true Maſons. 

HowE VER, his Architect, the Year of the 


renowned Denocrates, before men- 2 ih 
tioned, prevailed with him to per- ; 32. 


form ſome grand Deſign, and to en- 
courage the F raternity ; he propoſed to him to dil. 
poſe Mount Athos into the Form of that Prince's 
Statue, with a City in one Hand, and in the other 
a large Lake to water that City 3 but this great 
Deſign never took Effect. The Ambition of 
- Alexander prompted him to the Building of a new 
City in Egypt, in a very convenient Place over- 
againſt the Iſland of Pharus, and called it Alexan- 
dria, which thenceforth became the Capital of 
that Kingdom. It is remarked by Varro, that 
at the Time of building Alexandria, the Uſe of the 
Papyrus was firſt found out, and uſed in that City 
by the Fellow-Crafts to draw out their Deſigns 
and Plans for different Parts of their Work, and 
other Uſes. The Papyrus, in its proper Significa- 

” tion, 
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tion, is a Sort of great Bulruſh,, growing in the 
Marſhes of Egypt, near the Nile, It runs up into 
a triangular Stalk to the Height of about fifteen 
Feet, and is uſually a Foot and Half in Circum- 
ference. Theſe when flaked and ſeparated from 
the Stalk, made the Paper uſed by the Ancients, 
and which from the Name of the Tree that bore 
it, they called, alſo, Papyrus, The Manner how 
it was fitted for Uſe may be ſeen in the eleventh 
and twelfth Chapters of the thirteenth Book of 
Pliny's Natural Hiſtory. Dentcrates was the Ar- 
chite& thereof, having firſt drawn a Plan of the 
City, with its Walls, Gates, and Streets, and Alex- 
ander left him to perfect the ſaid Work according 
to his Plan; which afforded ample Employment 
for the Craft. But Alexander dying 
Hear of the drunk at Babylon, left bis Empire tobe 
Before Ca? parcelled out by his Generals; when 
© 323. Seleucus Nicator reigning at Baby- 
n, and became an excellent Grand- 
Maſter: He built the great City of Seleucia for his 
Deputy in the Eaſt; and Antioch, in Syria, for 
bis own capital Reſidence, in the Weſt; and 
ſoon after many other Cities in Leſſer Aa. 
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CHAP. VI. - 

The State of MASONRY from Seleucus 
Nicator to the * of Herod the 
Great. 


ASONRY flouriſhed moſt - . 
in Egypt, where the Gre- Year of the 
cian Architecture was highly ad- 2 . 
it 

| mired, and where Ptolemy Soter, 304. 
another of Alexander's Generals, had 
ſet up his Throne. Euclid, the famous Geometer 
of Tyre, came to the Court of Ptolemy Soter, and 
was by him encouraged to collect the ſcattered 
Elements of Geometry; and he accordingly 
digeſted them into ſuch Order, improved and 
demonſtrated them ſo accurately, as to have left 
no Room for any others to exceed him therein; 
for which his Memory will ever be fragrant in the 
Lodges. According to the old Conſtitutions, 
PTOLEMUY, Grand- -Maſter, with his Wardens, 
Euclid the Geometrician, and Straton the Philo- 
lopher, built his Palace at Alexandria, and the 
curious Muſeum or College of the Learned, with 
the Library of Bruchium, near the Palace, that 
was filled with 400,000 Manuſcripts, or valuable 
Volumes, before it was burnt in the Wars al 
Julius Ge/ar, | 


Tax 


46 The HISTORY of 


Wo Tux ſucceeding King of Egypt, 
Vear of the Prolemy Philadelphus, finiſhed the 
hx eh 83575 famous Tower in the Iſland of Pha- 
| 284. Tus, that was begun by his Father, 
which became the ſixth of the ſeven 
Wonders of Art, and built the Heptaſtadium, or 
ſeven Furlong Bank for joining the ſaid Iſland to 
the Continent, This famous Piece of Architec- 
ture ſerved as a Light-Houſe for the Harbour of 
Alexandria: It was built under the Direction and 
Care of his Grand-Wardens, Dexephanes of Cnidus 
and his Son Sgſtratus. Philadelphus, alſo, founded 
the City of Mios Hormus, on the Red-Sza, built 
the Temple of Venus, in Crete, and rebuilt old 
Rabbah, of the Ammonites, calling it Philadel- 
bia: Nay, he was fo excellent an Architect, 
that all fine Maſonry for ſome Years was called 
Philadelphian, in Honour of this Prince. 
PTOLEMY, the Son of Phila- 


1 Wade delphus, called Euergetes, ſucceeded, 


Before Chri/? and was the laſt good Grand- Maſter 
246. in Egypt : His Wardens were his 
two learned Librarians, Eratoſ- 

thenes, of Cyrene, and Apollonius, of Rhodes. The 
Library of Brucheum being near full, he erected. 
another at Serapium, which in Time contained 
300,000 Manuſcripts, and Cleopatra afterwards 
added 200,000 more, from the Library of Per- 
gamus, given to her by Mark Anthony: But all 
this vaſt Library was burnt by the ignorant, ſtupid. 
and beſotted Saracens, when they took the 
City 


City of Alexandria, to the irreparable Loſs of 
the Learned. It had often been rifled on the Revo- 


lutions and Commotions that happened in the 
Roman Empire, yet it was as often repaired and 
repleniſhed again with its full Number of Books, 


till this its final Deſtruction by the Saracens. 
This happened as follows : Fohannes Grammaticus, 
the famous Ariſtotelian Philoſopher, being then 
living at Alexandria, and having much ingratiated 
himſelf with Amrus Ebnol As, the General of the 
Saracen Army, and by Reaſon of his great Learn- 
ing, made himſelf acceptable to him, he begged 
of him the royal Library ; to this Amrus replied, 
that it was not in his Power, but was wholly at 
the Diſpoſal of the Caliph, or Emperor of the 


Saracens, to whom he would write about it, who 


returned for Anſwer, that if thoſe Books contained 
what was agreeing with the Alcoran, there was no 
Need of them, for that alone was ſufficient of 
itſelf for all Truths; but if they contained what 
diſagreed with the Alcoran, they were not to be 
endured ; and therefore he ordered that whatſo- 
ever the Contents of them were, they ſhould all 
be deſtroyed ; whereon being diſtributed among 


the public Baths, they ſerved as Fuel for ſix 


Months to heat all the Baths of Alexandria; 
which ſhews how great the Number of them 


was, and what an ineſtimable Treaſure of Learn- 


ing was wholly deſtroyed. 
THe glorious Temple of Cyicus, on the Helle- 
ſpent, had Threads of beaten Gold in the Joints, 
on 
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on the Inſides, of exquiſitely poliſhed Marble Stones, 
that caſt a moſt dazling Luſtre on all the Pillars, 
| Statues and Images in the Temple: Beſides the 
curious Echo of the ſeven Towers at the Thracian 
Gate of Cyzicus, and a large Town- Houſe, with- 
out one Pin or Nail in the Carpenter's Work ; 
ſo that the Beams and Rafters could be taken off, and 
again put on without Laces or Keys to bind them. 
THE Rhedians employed the. fa- 
5 4 20 20 mous Architect, Chares, of Lindus, 
Before Che: % do erect the great Coloſſus, at Rhodes, 
| 300. which employed him and his Craftſ- 
men for twelve Years It was 
eſteemed the laſt of the ſeven Wonders of Art, 
and the greateſt human Statue under the Sun, to 
which it was dedicated. It was ſeventy Cubits 
high, and duly proportioned in every Part and 
Limb, ſtriding over the Harbour's Mouth, and 
wide enough to receive between its Legs the largeſt 


Ships under Sail, and appeared at a Diſtance like 


a high Tower. It was thrown down by an Earth- 
quake after it had ſtood 66 Vears, and lay where 
it fell for 894 Vears more; till at Length in the 
Year of Chrift 672, Meoawias the ſixth Caliph of 
the Saracens, having taken Rhodes, ſold the Braſs 
to a Few Merchant, who loaded with it goo _ 
| Camels, and allowing only 800 Pound Weight to 
every Camel's Burden, the Braſs of this Coloſſus, 
after the Waſte of ſo many Years, by the Ruſt and 
Wear of the Brafs itſelf, and the Purloinings and 
Embezle- - 
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Embezelments of Men, amounted to 720,000 
Pounds Weight. 


TEE Greeks continuing to propagate the Science 


and the Art in the very beſt Manner, other 
diſtant Countries began to follow their Example, 
eſpecially the Carthaginians and Sicilians, who 
now began to vye with the Greeks ; and moſt of 
all at Syracuſe, under the great and learned Geo- 


metrician, Architect, Mechanic and Engineer 


Archimedes, who was unfortunate- 

ly ſlain in Syracuſe when that City Year of the 
was taken by Marcellus: Many Flood 2147. 
of the Greet, African and Stcilian 207. 
Maſons had now trayelled into the 

North and Weſt of Europe, and propagated their uſe- 
ful Art, in [taly, Spain and the Balearic Iſlands ; e- 
very where being well received, and cordially en- 


tertained. In all Nations hitherto, we find the Ma- 


ſons, above all other Artiſts, to have been highly fa- 
voured by the Eminent and Noble, who wiſely join- 
ed the Lodges, for the better conducting of their 
various Undertakings in old Architecture. 


The Tuſcans, who had long imitated the 
Greeks in Arts and Sciences, inſtructed the Romans 


in the Sciences and the Improvement of Archi- 
tecture: For Marcellus about this : 
Time erected his famous Theatre, Year of the 
with a Temple to Virtue, and ano- 
ther to Honour ; and when, under 190, 
Scipio Aftaticus, they beheld with 
Aſtoniſhment the Grecian and Matic Buildings 
D ſtanding 


Before Chriſt 


ood 2158. 
Before Chriſt 
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ſtanding in full Splendor ; they reſolved to imitate 
the ſame, eſpecially after the Deſtruction of Car- 
thage and Corinth, In a ſhort Time were built 
the Palace of Paulus Emilius, the triumphal Arch 
of Marius, the three amazing Theatres of Scaurus, 
the Library of Lucullus, the Theatre of Pompey, - 
with his Palace and Temple of Victory; the: 
great Circus of Julius Ceſar, and his fine Palace 
and Temple of Venus Ceſar intended, after the 
Reduction of the Parthians, as GRAND-MaASTER 
of the Roman Republic, to have employed the 
Craft in many other great Works in Rome, but 
was baſely murdered by Brutus, 
Year of the and others, before he had put thoſe 
Flood 2304. i 
Before Chi Ereat Deſigns in Execution: His 
„„ Death was ſoon followed by the 
Conqueſt of Egypt, the Death of 
Cleopatra, vid End of the Grecian Monarchy ; and 
the Commencement of the Reman Empire by the 
Victory Auguſtus gained over Pompey at Adtium, 
ROME became now the Center both of 
Learning and ſupreme Power, under Augu/tus, 


the illuſtrious Grand- Maſter, with his Deputy 


Agrippa; who erected the great 
vear of the Portico of the Pantheon ; and his 


Flood 2319. principal Warden, the learned Vi- 


Before (. 
9 fn truvius, became the Father of 


true Architecture by his admirable 
Writings. This mighty Patron employed the 
Fellow- Crafts, in repairing the public Edifices 


aſter the Wars, and in building the Bridge of 
Arminium, 
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Arminium, the Temples of Apollo, of Mars the 
Avenger, and of the Rotunda, called Gallucio, the 
great Forum, and his own principal Palace, the' 
fine Mauſoleum, the Statue in the Capitol, the 
curious Library, and the Park : And the Eminent 
following his Example, built above 100 Marble 
Palaces fit for the greateſt Kings ; whereby many 
Lodges were conſtituted in the City and Suburbs ; 
ſo that Auguſtus juſtly ſaid, when dying, I found 
Rome built of Brick, but I leave it built of Marble. 
The Remains of ancient Rome are ſo juſt and ele- 
cant, that they are the beſt Patterns of true Ma- 


ſonry extant, being all the old Grecian Architec- 
ture in Epitome, 


TRE Aſmonæan Princes, and the 
High-Prieſt of the Fews, had been Tear of the 
Grand- Mafters, and had the Direc- 3 3 
Ore a | ore Chriſt 
tion of the Fraternity for many 37- 
Years in Judea; till Herod, the 
Idumean, came to be King, who, by cutting 
off the Aſmoneans, made the Sanhedrim uſtlet;. | 
and ſet up High-Prieſts at his Pleaſure; and after 
the Battle of Afium, being reconciled to Au- 
guftus, he began to ſhew his mighty Skill in 
Maſonry, and became an excellent Grand- Maſter, 
or Patron of the Lodges, ſent for the moſt expert 
Fellow-Crafts of Greece to aſſiſt his own Maſons ; 
and ſoon built a ſplendid Grecian Theatre at Feru- 
alem, and rebuilt Samara, which he called Seba/e, 
with a little, but moſt delicate Temple, like to that 
of Feruſalem, He made Cæſarea the beſt Har- 
* bour 
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bour in Palgſtine, and built a Temple of white 
Marble at Paneas, together with the Cities Anti- 
patris, Phaſaelis and Cypron, and the admirable 
Tower of Phaſael, at Jeruſalem, larger in Di- 
menſions than the Pharus of Alexandria. 
HEROD being in full Enjoyment of Peace 
and Plenty, formed a Delign of new building the 
Temple at Feruſalem, whereby he thought he 
ſhould not only reconcile to himſelf the AﬀeCtions 
of the Fews, but alſo erect a Monument of laſting 
Honour to his own Name. The Temple built 
after the Return of the Fews from the Babyloni/h 
| Captivity, though an admirable Building, fell 
much ſhort of that of Sclonon's in the Height, 
Magnificence, and other Particulars; and 500 
Years being elapſed ſince its Erection, ſeveral 
Decays had happened to it, both by the Length 
of Time, and alſo by the Violence of Enemies. 
For the amending and repairing of all thoſe De- 
fects and Decays, Herod propoſed to build the 
whole Temple a-new, and in a general Aſſembly 
of the People, offered to them what he intended. 
But when he found them ſtartled at the Propoſal, 
to deliver them from their Fears, he told them 
that he would not take down the old Temple till 
he had all the Materials ready for erecting a new 
one in its Place; and accordingly he 
Year of the did forthwith ſet himſelf to make all 


_ 37 Manner of Preparations for it, em- 
19. ploying therein 1000 Waggons for 


carrying of the Stone and Timber; 
10,000 Maſons, beſides Labourers, to fit all Things 
ſor 
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for the Building, and marſhalled them into Lodges 


under 1000 Prieſts and Levites, ſkilful in all Parts 


of Architecture, to ſuperviſe and direct them in 


the Work, himſelf acting as GRanD-MasTER, 


with his Wardens, Hill! and Shammai, two 


learned Rabbins of great Reputation. By theſe 
Means, in two Years Time, he had got all Things 
ready for the Building, and then, and not before, 
did he pull down the old Temple to the very 
Foundations, 

Tux Hot. Stone of the new Temple was levelled 
juſt forty-ſix Year before the firſt Paſſover of 
Chri/s perſonal Miniftry, at which Time the 
Fews told him, John ii. 20. Forty and fix Years 
hath this Temple been in Building : For although 
then forty- ſix Years had paſſed from the Time it 


was begun; yet that Part which was moſt pro- 


perly the Temple, that is, that which contained 
the Holy Place, the Holy of Holies in the Eaft, 
and the Porch in the Weſt, through which was 
the. Paſſage leading to both, were finiſhed at an 


amazing Coſt in the ſhort Space of one Year and 


ſix Months, and the reſt. deſigned by Herod, in 
eight Years more: When the Fra- 
ternity celebrated the Cape- Stone, Year of the 


with. great Joy and in due Form hare Chrif 


and the King ſolemnized its Dedi- 7. 
cation with great Pomp and Ex- 

pence; and the Day appointed for it, falling in 
with the Day of the Year, when he firſt received 
the ome, augmented the Solemnity. 
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_ A 6REAT Number of Maſons were there ſtill 
continued at Work for the carrying on the Out 
Buildings, all the Time of our Sayour's being here 
Ae "hs in on Earth, and for ſome Years after, 

be” till the Coming of Geſſius Florus to 

1 5 be Governor of Judea; when he 
cauſed 18,000 Maſons to be diſcharged at one 
Time, which gave great Offence to the Jews, 
and, perhaps, was one Cauſe of thoſe many Mu- 
tinies and Seditions which at laſt drew on the De- 


ſtruction of Jeruſalem and the Temple with it; ſo 


that it ſeems very unjuſt to charge the Maſons 
with being the Fomenters of thoſe Diſturbances, 
for the Want of Employment; when all the Fews 
looked upon this Behaviour of the Reman Gover- 
nor as levelled not only againſt their Temple, 
but their Worſhip alſo. 

FOSEPHUS deſcribes the Temple of Herad 
(Lib. 15. Cap. 14.) as a moſt admirable and mag- 


nificent Fabric of Marble, ſet off with the greateſt 
Proſuſion of rich and coſtly Decorations, and the 


fineſt Building upon Earth, ſince the Days of 


Solomon ; being much larger than the Temple of 


Zerubabel ; beſides the Advantage of the Grecian 
Style, and the Corinthian Order of Architecture, 

with all its later Improvements. | 
WIILE Herod was accompliſhing theſe oreat 
Works in Judea, the Temple of Janus was ſhut 
up at Rome ; being only the fifth Time of that 


_ Ceremonial fince the Building« of that City; and 


at this Time there was a general Peace over all the 
World, 
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World, and ſo continued for twelve Years to- 
gether, which was a very proper Prelude for 
uſhering in his Coming, who was 'the Prince of 
Peace: For at this Period ] gs8v ss 
CHRIST, EMMANUEL, the Year of the 
great Architect of the Chriftian World 4000. 
Church, was born at Bethlehem of Ju- _ = | 
TIC 42 i 4 344. 
dea. This tranſcendent Event fell Before Chri/t 
out the fourth Year before the vul- 4. 
gar Chriſtian ra, the-4000th Year 
of Maſonry, the twenty-third of King Herod, and 
the twenty-fixth of Kg after che Conqueſt 
of EGP t. 

Some Months after the Birch of Chr if, King 
Hered died, and notwithſtanding his vaſt” De- 
ſigns, and predigionsBxponce.i in Maſonry, he died 
rich. 

DuRrinG the long Reign of Auguſtus, the Craſt 
we have ſeen was well cultivated, and worthy 
Craftſmen every where employed and encouraged, 
as well in Europe as in Afia, till his Death, which 
happened at Nela, in Campania, after a glorious 
Reign of forty-four Ycars, 
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CHAP; VIL. 

The State of MasonRyY from the 
Birth of Chriſt to the Reſtoration of 
the e Style in ly. 


y IBERI US, the Coltegue 
ear of the 
World 4036, of Auguſtus, having attained 
of the Flood to the Imperial Throne, became a 
2380. Patron and Encourager of the Fra- 
After Chrif ternity; and under him alſo the 
34. Lord JESUS CHRIST was 
erucified without the Walls of Feruſalem, by 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor of Fudea, 
and roſe again the third Day for the Juſtification 
of all that believe in him: Tiberius afterwards 
baniſhed Plate for his Injuſtice to Chrit, The 
Auguftan Style was much cultivated, and the ex- 
pert Craftſmen met with great Encouragement ; 
and that even by Nero, who raiſed 
Year of the his own Statue of Braſs, 110 Feet 
ond 4073, | b 
of the Flood high, and a moſt glorious gilded 
2417. Palace; and allo by Veſpaſſan, 
After Chri® who ſent his brave Son Titus to 
e ſubdue the Fews, and take Feru/a-_ 
lem, when a Soldier in the Sack of the Town, 
contrary to the Orders of that generous and noble 
Conqueror, ſet Fire to the. Temple ; ; ſoon after 
that, 
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that, the whole City was levelled with the Ground, 
not one Stone being left upon another, and the 
Conqueror ordered a Plow to paſs over the 
Ruins thereof, as a Teſtimony of its irrecover- 
able State and final Deſolation, agreeable to the 
Prophecies that foretold its Deſtruction. 

Uro the Return of Titus from the Overthrow 
of the Fewiſß Nation, he cauſed a triumphal Arch, 
adorned with ſplendid Engravings and Sculpture, to 
be built, and ſoon after his noble Palace, with the 
famous Statue of Laoceen of one Stone. Domitian 
built the Temple of Minerva, and rebuilt that of 
Jupiter Capitolinus, which he over-laid with Plates 
of Gold: He alſo built a Palace more rich and 
grand than that of Huguſtus. Tra- 
jan, by his Warden, the renowned 1 oy iſt 
Architect Apollodorus, laid a won- : 
derful Bridge over the Danube, built a noble 
Circus and Palace, two triumphal*Arches, and his 
ſamous Column, that exceeds all Admiration, be- 
ing 128 Feet high, and the Aſcent to the Top of 
it by 123 Stairs, with forty-four Windows, The 
Aſhes of this Emperor were put into an Urn, and 

repoſited in the Top of this ſtately Column: It 
was, moreover, adorned with Figures in Baff 
Relievo, aſcending in ſpiral Lines from the Baſe to 
the Capital. The Roman Colimns were not wont 
- to be raiſed without ſome myſtical Signification or 
other, and in this Reſpe& they followed the In- 
ventions of the Solomonian and Egyptian Maſons ; 
ſome being Monuments of Stability and Firmneſs, 
D 5 ſome 
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ſome of famous and noble Atchievments ; and 
others of Captivity, Reproach and Overthrow. 
Adrian, who was a learned De- 
ſigner and operative Maſon, re- 
paired the public Buildings, built 
the Roman Wall in Britain, an amazing Work; 
a commodious Bridge at Rome; and his famous 
Mauſcleum, with exact Colonading : And thus 
flouriſhed the Royal Art down to Conſtantine the 
Great, who rcared, at Rome, the 

| W 5 faſt triumphal Arch of the Augiſtan 
l Style: For he removed his Throne 

to Bigantium, which he named Conſtantinople, with 
all the portable Monuments of Art from 7taly, 
and the beſt Artiſts, to embelliſh his new Metro- 


After Chrift 
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polis, that, together with the Craft of Maſonry, 


flouriſhed till the Empire was partitioned between 
Valentinian in the Weſt at Rome, and Valens, in 

the Eaſt at Conſtantinople. 
To the Empire of the Eaſt "0 
Aker on ff ceeded Theadeſius the Great, who 
1085 gloried in being Patron of all the 
Deſigners and Operators, the ſame as Grand- 
Maſter, and loved them fo well, that by a Law, 
he exempted all the Craft from Taxation: He 
ſtopped the Career of the northern Nations, who 
had over-run the polite World like a Deluge, with 
the moſt ferocious Rage, and the groſſeſt Ignorance 
defacing and deſtroying all the noble Monuments 
of Antiquity, and all Appearances of the liberal 
Arts and Sciences, being the declared Enemies of 
| x Literature, 


MASO N R = 59 


Literature. Theodsius became ſole Emperor of 
the Eaſt and Weſt, but unhappily partitioned it 
again between his two Sons, Honorius and Arca- 
dius, the latter of whom enriched the City of 
Con/lantinople with many ſuperb Structures, and 
a lofty Pillar, with a Flight of Stairs in the Heart 
of it, 147 Feet high. Theodoſius the Younger, 
alſo, enriched the fame City with many Statues, 
Columns and Obeliſks, being the Spoils of War 
from Greece, Egypt and Aſia; and employed the 
Craft in repairing and erefting ſome additional 
Works to the great Church of St. Sephia. | 
FUSTINIAN the Firſt ſup- 
ported the Lodges of Artiſts or After Chr if 
Craftſmen, and reſtored the whole Fo 
Roman Empire almoſt to its former Greatneſs and 
Glory: For in pure Zeal for the Auguſtan Style, 
and all noble Sciences, now in the extremeſt Peril 
of being loſt, he ſent his General, the brave and 
renowned Belifarius, with a powerful Army a- 
gainſt Totila, the Goth, who with a Multitude 'of 
Savages had taken old Rome, and ſet it on Fire, 
which continued burning for thirteen Days to- 
gether, when about two Thirds of that lofty City 
was laid in Aſhes, or levelled with the Ground; 
and muſt all have undergone the ſame Fate, but 
that the daſtardly Crew were forced 1 
to fly on the Approach of Beliſa- 3 Fog ft : 
rius. But what they had demo- ; 
liſhed, ſoon brought on the DeſtruQion of the 
reſt ; ſo that at this Period may be fixed the total 


Departure 
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Departure of Arts and Learning from Itah and 
the Weſt ; the Auguſtan Style, with all its noble 
Improvements, the worthy Craft of Maſonry, 
and the Harmony of the Lodges being by Gothrc 
Ignorance overthrown and forgotten. 
ZUSTINIAN collected the Body 
is Frogs of the Civil Law, which, by the 
Judgment and Induſtry of Trebonian, 
and other Coadjutors, was digeſted into the Form 
we now have it: He alfo expended thirty-four 
Millions of Gold in rebuilding the Church of 
St. Sophia, which he intended ſhould equal if not 
excel the Temple of Solomon, but in vain, This 
Emperor cauſed the Eyes of Beliſarius to be put 
out, and otherwiſe ſo perſecuted him, that he was 
forced to beg at the great Gate of St. Sophia, 
Date obolum Beliſario, quem virtus extulit, invidia 
depreſſit * Many great and noble Actions were 
; performed by Juſtinian, but all of them will not 
wipe off his ſavage Ingratitude to ſo worthy a 4 
Man. 
FROM this Period the Science and 
Ty > af if the Art began to decline a-pace in the 
— Eaſt, as we have already obſerved it 
had done in the Weſt; bloody Perſecutions and 
Wars were for feveral Ages carried on, and moſt 
of the Emperors murdered by their Succeſſors; 


with Millions of brutal Actions that degraded and 
dif- 


* Give a Halfpenny to Beliſarius, whom Virtue hath 
raiſed, and Envy depreſſed. 
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_ diſgraced the Chriſtian Name: Their LR 
Wickedneſs did not, however, go —_ Vg 
unchaſtiſed; for the Mahomedans now | 
began to be very powerful, and every where tri- 
umphed over their wretched and wicked Opponents, 
and with Fire and Sword overthrew all the glorious 
Monuments of Art in their Way : Every Thing 
that had the leaſt Appearance af Elegance, or 
Places dedicated to learned Uſes, were aſſuredly 
doomed to immediate Deſtruction. |, 
So that Arts and Sciences with the _ 2 "rep 
Craft of Maſonry now ſuffered more | 
in Aſia and Africk, than at any Period of Time 
before; and the Auguſtan Style in the Eaſt is 
thereby, in all Probability, buried in Oblivion 
for ever. 

Tus that noble, juſt Ny beautiful Manner 
of Building was quite loſt, and the very Principles 
thereof forgotten; for when the Goths, and thoſe 
conquered by them began to affect ſtately Struc- 
tures, their Architecture, which probably they 
had but at ſecond Hand from the Arabs and 
Moors, became ſo coarſe and artleſs, that the 
greateſt of their Architects knew nothing of juſt 
Deſigning 3 ; they wanted both Heads and Hands 
to imitate the Ancients, yet hammered out a 
Style of their own, called Gothic; the remaining 
Monuments of which, loaded with vaſt Impro- 
prieties, are Evidences of the Ignorance of the 
Architects: So far indeed they differed from the 
Ancients in their Proportions and Ornaments, that 

- ite . 


3er 
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its Columns are either too maſſy, in a Form of 

N vaſt Pillars, or as ſlender as Poles, having Capitals 

without any certain Dimenſions, carved with the 

Leaves of Branch-urſin, Thiſtles, Coleworts, &c. 

and likewiſe adorned with expenſive Carvings, 

and coſtly, though lamentable Imagery, without 

N any of that auguſt Beauty and juſt Symmetry, 

which the Fabricks of the Ancients entertain us 

with: Vet it muſt be owned, that the Endeavours 

of the Gothic Craftſmen to ſupply the Want of 

good old Skill with their numerous and coſtly De- 

| corations for that Purpoſe, was very laudable, and 

manifeſted their great Eſteem for the Royal Art, 

and have, it muſt be confeſſed, rendered their 

| Structures very venerable and magnificent, though 

i bearing no Compariſon with the true high Tafte | 

of the Grecian or Roman Style, 

r CHARLEMAIN laboured 
771. rift ſtrenuouſly to reftore ancient Archi- 
tecture, kept up ſome Lodges, and 

gave great Encouragement to the Craft; the French 

made alſo very great Progreſs in the ſame grand 

Deſign, under Hugh Capet. His Son Robert vi- 

gorouſly proſecuted the Deſign of his Father, and 

by Degrees old Architecture was run almoſt into as 
great an Exceſs of Delicacy, as the 52 had 
done before in Mafliveneſs, | 

TRUE Maſonry began to revive 

After Chriſt again in Tuſcany, 7 begs Buſchatto, 
1013. 

the Greek, began a faint Imitation 

of the Ancients in the Church of St, John, at 


Piſa, 


— — ——— 
ö IRE Inn a, — 
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Piſa, and formed a new Lodge there. II Buono 

made a farther Progreſs therein at 

Ravenna, and built the Steeple of After Chr ft 
St, Mark, at Venice. He was ſuc- NOT UM | 
ceeded by a great Number of able Maſters, who 
ſpread the Royal Art all over Tah. But the 
Gothic Style was not quite left off at Florence, 
where a learned Lodge of Deſigners was eſta- 
bliſhed, till Bruneleſchi, having ſtudied at Rome the 
Beauty and Juſtneſs of the old Roman Buildings, 
there ſtanding or proftrate, returned 

and eſtabliſhed the compleat Uſe of After Chriſt 
the Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and n 
Compoſite Orders; which Event happened 853 
Years after the Devaſtation of Totila. 

THis happy Reſtoration of the Auguſtan Style 
was alſo much owing to the Princes of the Houſe 
Madicis ; for John de Medicis, Duke of Florence, 
became the Patron or Grand-Maſter of the afore- 
ſaid Lodge or Academy; and his 
Son Coſmo I. erected a fine Library ere . 
of the beſt Manuſcripts from Greece 5 vor! 
and Afia, with a curious Cabinet of the rareſt and 
moſt valuable Things the Earth. could produce, 
His Grandſon, Laurenzo I. inriched the ſame at 
a vaſt Expence, and built a great Gallery in his 
Garden for educating the moſt promiſing Youth, 
of whom Michael Angela was his . avourite. His 
ſecond Son John, elected Pope, eo the Tenth, 
was Grand-Maſter in rearing; the Cathedral. of 
St, Peter, at Rome, His Couſin Julius, after- 

a wards 
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wards Pope Clement the Seventh, alſo carried on 


St. Peter's as Grand-Maſter: And ſo that whole 
Family thought it their Honour to encourage 


Arts and Sciences, and promote the Intereſts of 


the Fraternity, down to Coſmo the 
Second, created Grand Duke of 
Tuſcany, who was the Augu/tus of 
his Day, as the Patron of true Architecture. 
 BAPTISTA ALBERTI was the firſt 


Modern who wrote concerning Architecture, in 


After Chri/? 
1561. 


which he was ſoon followed by many able Maſters 


down to Andrea Palladio, at Venice, who had 
acquired great Renown by his indefatigable La- 
bours to revive and reſtore the Auguſtan Style. 


Thus was Jah again the Miſtreſs of the World, 


not indeed for Imperial Power, but for the Arts 


of Deſigning and Building; now revived from 


Gothic Rubbiſh and Imperfection, and raiſed to 
an Eminence little inferior to that of their former 
moſt ſplendid and perfect State. | 

FROM Tah the Auguſtan Style ſoon ſpread all 


over Eurepe; for almoſt in every Town, where 


great Works were carrying on, the Craft formed 
themſelves into Lodges, read Lectures, communi- 
cated their Secrets and Hints of Knowledge, and 
performed all other good old Uſages, that are 


preſerved among Maſons to this Day, and per- 


haps will be to the End of Time. 
Urox the perfect Re-eſtabliſhment of old 


Architecture, the Fraternity were not only ſup- 
ported in raiſing mighty Works, but the Great 
and 


en 


and Noble encouraged and patronized the Lodges, 
becoming Brethren of the Craft; which pre- 
ſaged them a happy Proſpe& of quietly enjoy- 
ing their Freedom down many Ages; ſo that 
here it will be very neceſſary to break off their 
Story, and purſue the Hiſtory of Maſonry into 
Britain, to the ſame happy Period of being pa- 
tronized by the Good, the Great and Brave, 
the Friends of Freedom and of nn, down to 
our own Times. 1 
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HAF. I. 

The State of MASOu xX R in England, 
from the earlieft Tradition to the Nor- 
man Conqueſt. | 


23 I19TORY is ſilent how long the 
Poſterity of Faphet, in the North 
and Weſt of Europe, had loſt their 
original fine Skill, that they brought 
| from the Plains of Shinaar ; or how 
the Knowledge thereof came firſt into the Britifh 
Illes; the moſt early Hiſtories of our Country 
being 
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being ſo interlarded with Fables, and perplexed . 
with Contrarieties, that Authors conſent not where 
to begin, how to go on, or where to end, that the 
Parts of it may with any tolerable Colour of Truth 


hang together. - 


a 


Bur certain it is, that the firſt Inhabitants of 
this Iſland muſt have brought with them no ſmall 
| Knowledge in Maſonry, as there are the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſons to believe they were not the meaneſt Pro- 
ficients in the Art of Navigation ; and the one 
was without Doubt as neceſſary for them as the 
other. | | | OR” 
THERE are yet in being ſome Remains of very 
admirable Skill in Architecture, much earlier than 
the Romans, but now ſo defaced by villainous 
Hands, and the Ruins of Time, that from the 
remaining rude Strictures thereof, it is hard to 
determine, what might have been their original 
Uſe, or in what a ſkilful Manner they might have 
been deſigned ; or how far we may preſume to 
fix the Name of barbarous and rude, on what at 
this Day is infinitely beyond the Contrivance of 
any modern Invention; as the Means of perform- 
ing thoſe great Works were perhaps loft ſoon. after 
the Age of thoſe very Barbarians who performed 
them. "nr ene and. matt e 
THz Druids, in Britain, had many of the 
Uſages of Maſons amongſt them, probably gathered 
from the Magians ; they held the Immortality and 
Tranſmigration of Souls fram one Body to ano- 
ther, held their Aſſemblies in Woads and Groves, 


or 
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or under ſome wide ſpreading Oak; which was 
alſo the Practice of the Patriarchs : And what 
they taught was committed to Memory, and not 
on any Account allowed to be written, They 
determined all Cauſes, eccleſiaſtical and civil ; 
taught Philoſophy, Aſtrology, Politicks, Rites and 
Ceremonies, and Poetry ; and in Songs ſet forth - 


the heroic Deeds of great Men, to the Imitation 
of Poſterity. 
THE Tryan Race of Britains 
52 of che built many Towns, eſpecially E- 
ood 1318. 3 dead f 
. Before Chriſt | rank, commended for a very great 
1030. Builder; from whom we have the 
Cities of York and Edinburgh ; his 
Succeſſors built Canterbury, Wincheſter, and Shaft ſ- 
bury ; with many Temples to Apollo, Diana, &c. 
BLADUD is aſſerted to have 
Year of the peen bred at Athens, and from thence 
od 1444. Math 4 
Before Chrijt returning a great Mathematician an 
904. Architect, brought four Philoſophers 
with him, which he placed at *tam- 
ford, having made that Town a Kind of Univer- 
tity. He alſo built Bath, produced the hot Waters 
there, committing the Conſervation thereof to Mi- 
nerua But preſuming to fly with artificial Wings, 
he fell from Apollbos Temple in Troynovant, now 
St. Paul's, London, and ſo ended his Days. 
70 Deo the Introduction of the 
e Romans, Arts and Sciences flouriſhed 
35 a- pace; the famous Wall from S 


way to Tinmouth, with many Towns and Caſtles were 
| built 
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built in a regular Manner, and Courts of Juſtice 
and Temples began to riſe in Splendor : But after- 
wards bloody Wars breaking out between the 
Conquerors and Conquered, threw all into Con- 
fuſion again ; for from the Beginning it has been 
the Fate of Maſons and Maſonry to ſuffer by 

Wars, and ever tranſcendently to flouriſh in the, 
glorious and happy Days of Peace. 
' THE noble Science of Geometry 
and Architecture ſuffered great De- Aber In 
| 7 
cay, till the Reign of Carauſius, who | 
having ſhaken off the Roman Yoke, contrived by 
all Means to render his Perſon and Government 
acceptable to the People, by encouraging all wor- 
thy Arts, together with the Craft of Maſonry, 
particularly at Verulam, where Albanus, a worthy 
Knight, was Steward of his Houſhold, and Over- 
ſeer of his Works ; and Geometry was then 
taught to moſt Workmen concerned in Building, 
This Albanus was afterwards converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith, by the preaching of Amphibalus, 
of Caerleon, who hearing of his worthy Deeds and 
great Fame, came to him, and accompliſhed his 
Converſion, > St. Alban was the 2 
firſt who ſuffered Martyrdom for es 8 
the Chriſtian Religion in Britain. eh 
Tae old Conſtitutions affirm, and the old 
Engliſa Maſons as firmly believe it, that Carauſius 
employed St. Alban to Environ the City of Veru- 
« lam with a Stone Wall, and to build him a fine 
& Palace; for which that Briufh King made 
h . 
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4 Ot, Alban the Steward of his Houſhold, and 
< chief Ruler of the Realm. 

448 r. Alban alſo loved Maſons well, and 
„„ cheriſhed them much, and he made their Pay 
«© right good, viz. two Shillings per Week, and 
& three Pence to their Cheer; whereas before 
% that Time, through all the Land, a Maſon 
« had but a Penny a Day, and his Meat. He alſo 
ec obtained of the. King a Charter for the Free- 
“ Maſons, for to hold a general Council, and 
„ gave it the Name of ASSEMBLY, and was 
e thereat himſelf as GRanD-MaASTER, and 
« helped to make Maſons, and gave them good 
60 Charges and Regulations.“ 

Soox after Conſtantine the Great, 
Aſter Chrif born in — ſucceeded, who 

250: ca 

partitioned South Britain into Pro- 


vinces. During his Reign the Chriſtian Religion 
flouriſned, the Britons enjoyed Peace and Plenty, 
and old Roman Maſonry once more appeared in 
many ſtately and curious Buildings. In him ex- 
pired the Roman Vaſſalage, which had ſubſiſted 
above 400 Years. 


Bor too ſoon was this e 
of glorious Days eclipſed by moſt 
cruel and bloody Wars; for Graii- 
an, who was a Britain by Birth and een ſo 
tyrannized over his Countrymen, that in a ſhort 
Space he was ſlain; and now being deſtitute of 
a Leader, the Iriſb, Scots and Pidts broke in 
upon them, civil Diſſenſions raged, and nothing 

but 
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but Famine, Blood and Deſolation was before 
their Eyes. The noble and goodly Structures 
every where- demoliſhed, and the liberal Arts 
deſpiſed and forgotten. 

Tk Anglo-Saxens were all rough, ignorant 
Heathens ; and deſpiſing every thing but War, 


gave the finiſhing Stroke to all the Remains of 


ancient Learning that their Brother Savages had by 
Accident left undemoliſhed ; affecting only their 
own barbarous Manner of Life, till ſome pious 
Teachers from Hales and Scotland converted many 
to the Chriſtian Faith, but none of their Kings, 

till Auguſtin the Monk, baptized 
oy Grip e Kane of Kent, and in a 


the Heptarchy were converted, Then Churches, 
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few Years after all the Kings of 


Monaſteries, Palaces, and beautiful Manſions were 


built; and although they too late lamented the 
ignorant and deſtructive Conduct of their Fore- 


Fathers, yet they knew not how to conſtruct the 


old Architecture; but being zealous to the utmoſt 


of what they knew, followed the Gothic Style in 


building many Palaces, Caſtles, fortified Cities, 


EY » 


and Cathedral Churches. This required many 


Maſons, who formed themſelves into Lodges, by 


Direction of Foreigners that came over to help 


them, 
THESE Saxon Lodges doc 1 to improve, till 


Kenred, King of Mercia, and general Monarch, 


ſent to Charles Martel, the right worſhipful Ph 
Maſter of France, Father of King Pepin, who 
| 3 had 


After Chri// 


Learned, 
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had been educated by Brother Mimus Grecus - 


| He ſent from thence ſome expert 

After 8 n Maſons to teach the Saxons thoſe 
f Laws and Uſages of the Craft, that 
had been preſerved from the Havock of the Goths, 
but not the Auguftan Style, for that was buried in 
its own Ruins in the Weſt, 


TRE Clergy'now ſtudied Geometry and Archi- 


tecture, ſuch as it was, becauſe the Noble and 
Wealthy, the Kings and Queens thought it me- 
ritorious to build Churches and other pious Foun- 


dations, where many of them led a recluſe Life, 


and ended their Days : Their holy Houſes or Mo- 
naſtries were under the Direction of the Clergy, 
where the Lodges uſually were held. 
| = EGBERT. the firſt King of 
5 of 5 192 all England, fortified his Sea _ ; 
and Alfred the Great increaſed the 

Navy and fortified and rebuilt many Towns, and 
founded the Univerſity of Oxford, He had about 
him the beſt Architects, was the beſt King of 
England, employed the Fellow-Crafts wholly in 


Brick and Stone, and died illuſtrious in the | 


Year 900. | 
EDWARD his Succeſſor left 
Maſonry to the Deputy King of 
Mercia, but afterwards placed his 
learned Brother Ethelward at the Head of the 
Fraternity, and founded the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, that had been long a Nurſery of the 


920. 


AT HE L- 
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ATHELSTAN aſcended the ST 
Throne, and at firft left the Craft Aſter Ghrift 
to the Care of his valiant and active W 
Brother Edwin, called in ſome Copies his Son, but 
in all the old Conſtitutions, it is thus ſet forth ; 
vis, © That though the ancient Records of the 
Brotherhood in England, were many of them 
* deſtroyed, or loſt in the Wars of the Saxons 
« and Danes, yet King Athelfan, the Grandſon 
«© of Alfred the Great, a mighty Architect, the firſt 
de anointed King of England, and HER 
« who tranſlated the Holy Bible into Aly cure 
& the Saxon Tongue, when he had Lg 
„ brought the Land into Reſt and Peace, built 
many great Works, and encouraged many Ma- 
& ſons from France, who were appointed Overſeers 
«© thereof, and brought with them the Charges 
and Regulations of the Lodges, preſerved ſince 
ce the Roman Times, who alſo prevailed with the 
King to improve the Conſtitution of the Engii/h 
„Lodges, according to the foreign Model, and 
« to increaſe the Wages of working Maſons. 
« That the ſaid King's Brother, Prince Edwin, 
<< being taught Maſonry, and taking upon him 
« the Charges of a Maſter-Maſon, for the Love 
« he had to the ſaid Craft, and the honourable 
% Principles whereon it is founded, purchaſed 
« a free Charter of his Father, for the Maſons * 
« to have a Correction amongſt themſelves, as 
ce jt was ancicntly expreſſed, or a Freedom and 
Power 


After Chrift 
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«© Power to regulate themſelves, to amend what 


<< might happen amiſs within the Craft, and to 
„ hold a yearly Communication and General 
“ Aſſembly. | 


«© THAT accordingly Prince Edwin ſummoned 


c all the Maſons in the Realm to meet him in a 


« Congregation at York, in June, Anno Dom. 926, 
% who came and compoſed a General or Grand 
Lodge, of which he was Grand-Maſter. And 
& having brought with them all the old Writings 
< and Records of the Craft extant, ſome in Greef, 
« ſome in Latin, ſome in French, and other Lan- 
c guages, from the Contents thereof that Aſſembly 
<« did frame the Conſtitutions and Charges of an 
« Engliſh Lodge, made a Law to preſerve and 
c obſerve the ſame in all Time coming, and or- 
% dained good Pay for the working Maſons.” 


BuT good Prince Edwin died 


Aſter 2 two Years before the King, to the 
Os great Grief of the Fraternity ; 
though his Memory is honourably mentioned in 


all the old Conſtitutions, and will for ever be 


revered. in the Lodges. Much more might here 
be ſaid of this worthy Prince, but that ſhall be 
referyed for another Part of this Hiſtory. 

Tae ſucceeding Saxon and Da- 
niſb Kings continued to employ the 


955 io oa. Craft in rebuilding Glaſtonbury, to 


, build and rebuild many religious Houſes; and in 
the Reign of Canute, Arts and Sciences flouriſhed. 
„ BH Leofrick, 
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Lerfrick, the wealthy Earl of Coventry, at the 
Head of the Free-Maſons, built the Abbey of 
Coventry, and the King built Yeftmin/ter- Abbey, 
though not as it now ſtands. 


* 1 r 
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De State of MasoNnR Y from the 
Norman Conqueſt to the Union of the 
tuo Crowns of on gta and ä 


3 

HE Norman Princes, in Imi- | 

tation of their Saxon and After c 
Daniſh Predeceſſors, encouraged the IE 
Craft, and many noble Perſons became good Ar- 
chitects, particularly Gundulph, Biſhop of Rocheſ- 
ter, and Roger de Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury . 
and Arundel, who were at the Head of the Ma- 
ſons, both for civil and ſacred Architecture; and 
among many other Edifices, built | 
the Palace of J/e/tmin/ter, and W:/t- * N 
minſter-Hall, 270 Feet long, and mr 
ſeventy-four Feet broad, the largeſt fingle Room 
upon Earth. 

Now the Norman Bard found | 
their great Poſſeſſions in England "her 0 | 
were moſtly. the Spoil of the Saxons, 
and held only on the uncertain Tenure of Royal 

| = a _ Pleaſure; 
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Pleaſure ; and finding that the Laws of the 'Anplo- 
Saxons were much better adapted for ſecuring 
the People's Property than thoſe of Normandy, the 
Normans began to call themſelves Engliſhmen, af- 
ſerted the Saxon Rights, and obtained the firſt 
Magna Charta, or Deed of Rights and e of 
an Engliſhman. 


After Chrift 
1146. 


Tre Maſons, during the Reign 
of King Stephen, were as much em- 
ployed as the Soldiers, under their 


| Grand-Maſter Gilbert de Clare, Marquis of Pem- 


broke, by whom were built ſix Religious Houſes, 


and the Chapel of St. Stephen, in the Palace at 


Maſtminſter, now the Houſe of the Commons of 
Great-Britain ; continuing ſtill to flouriſh till the 
„ glorious Reign of King Edward 
Acer © the: Third, who became the Pa- 
. tron of Arts and Sciences. The 
Charges and Regulations of Maſons were now for 
good Reaſons reviſed and meliorated, as an old 
Record thus ſets forth: „ In the glorious Reign 
cc of King Edward the Third, when Lodges were 
„ many and frequent, the Grand-Aafter, - with 


c his Y/ardens, at the Head of the Grand- Lodge, 
« with the Conſent of the Lords of the Realm, 
« then generally Free- Maſons, Ordained, 


« I. THAT for the future, at the Making 


« or Admifiion of a Brother, the Conſtitutions 


« and proper Charges and Monitions ſhould be 


& read by the Maſter or Warden, as hereunto. . 
« annexed, 


« II. Re” 
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e II. THAT Maſter-Maſons or Maſters of 
„% Work ſhall be examined if they be able of 
« Cunning to ſerve their reſpective Lords, as well 
« the Higheſt as the Loweſt, to the Honour and 
« Worſhip of the aforeſaid Art, and to the Profit 
* of their Lords; for they be their Lords that 
„ employ them and pay them for their Service 
* and Travel. 

« III. Tram when the Maſter and Wardens 
„% meet in a Lodge, the Sheriff, if Need be, or 
% the Mayor or Alderman, if a Brother, where 
« the Chapter or Congregation is held, ſhall be 
«© made Fellow, and Sociate to the Maſter, in 
Help of him againſt Rebels, and for up-bearing 
« the Rights of the Realm. 

« IV. Thx enter'd Prentices at their making 
“ ſhall be charged not to be Thieves, nor Thieves 


a 


* 


0 


« Maintainers. That the Fellow- Crafts ſhall tra- 


e vel honeſtly for their Pay, and love their Fel- 
e lows as themſelves, and that all ſhall be true to 
« the King of England, to the Realm, and to the 
“Lodge. 


«-V, Tyar if any of the Fraternity ſhall be 


“ fractious, mutinous, or diſobedient to the Grand- 
«© Maſter's Orders, and after proper Admoni- 
te tions, ſhould perſiſt in his Rebellion, then the 
* Lodge fhall determine againſt him, that he ſhall 


4 forſwear, or renounce, bis Maſonry, and ſhalt 


«© no more be of the Craft; the which if be 
„ preſume to do, he ſhall be priſoned till his 
6 Grace be granted him and iſſued: For this 

E 3 Cauſe, 
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«© Caufe, principally, have theſe Congregations 
© heen ordained, that as well the Loweſt as the 
«© Higheſt ſhould be well and truly ſerved in this 
« Art, Amen, So mote it be,” 

RICHARD the Second ſucceeded his Grand- 
father, and employed William of Wickham, Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, as Grand-Maſter, to rebuild Veſt- 
minſfer- Hall as it now ſtands; and Mietham alſo, at 

his own Coſt, built Neru-College in 
Alter wag Oxford, and founded Winchęſter- 

5 College. At laſt, when King Richard 
was in Ireland, Henry, Duke of Lancaſter, got the 
Parliament to depoſe him, and next Vear procured 
his being murdered; who after thus fupplanting 
the unfortunate Richard, mounted the Throne, by 
the Name of King Henry the Fourth. He ap- 
pointed Thomas Fitz- Allen, Earl of Surrey, Grand- 
Maſter, founded Battle- Abbey, and afterwards that 
of Fatheringay, In his Reign the Citizens of 
London built their large and magnificent Guild- 
Hall. 

THE Maſons thus Aouriſhing, held their Lodges 
and Communications more frequent than ever, 
and Joy and Harmony abounded, when, unthought 
of, nothing leſs than their utter ene Was 
intended. For, 

Is the Minority of King Hem 
Ate Pre the Sixth, the Commons of x Hr 

mn thought the Maſons worthy their 
Notice, by attempting to diſturb and overthrow 


all their Longs and Communications for ever, by 
the: 


I | © 
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the following Act of the third Year of the ſaid 
King, and the Fourth of his Age, entitled; 

© Masons ſhall not confederate in Chapters or 
“ Congregations,” | 

« WHEREas by the yearly Congregations and 
« Confederaties made by the Maſons in their Ge- 
neral Aſſemblies, the good Courſe and Effect of 
the Statutes of Labourers be openly violated and 
broken, in Subverſion of the Law, and to the 
great Damage of all the Commons: Our Sove- 
„ reign Lord the King, willing in this Caſe to 
„ provide a Remedy, by the Advice and Conſent 
* aforeſaid, and at THE SPECIAL REQUEST 
% oF THE Commons, hath ordained and eſta- 
6 bliſhed, that ſuch Chapters and Congregations 
&« ſhall not be hereafter holden ; and if any ſuch 
„be made, they that cauſe ſuch Chapters and 
«© Congregations to be holden, and thereof con- 
e victed, it ſhall be adjudged Felony : And that 
e the other Maſons, who come to ſuch Chapters 
% and Congregations, be puniſhed by Priſonment 
« of their Bodies, and make Fine and Ranſom at 
« the Kiog's VL”: 
TE Opinion of the great Judge Coke upon 
this Act againſt the Maſons is explained in his In- 
ſtitutes, Part 3, Folio 99, to this Effect: 
Tk Cauſe wherefore this Offence was made 
Felony, is for that the good Courſe and Effect of 
the Statutes of Labourers were thereby violated 
and broken. Now, ſays my Lord Coke, all the 
Statutes concerning Labourers, before this Act, 
"54, _ # "go and 


4. 


00 
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and whereunto this Act doth refer, are repealed by 
the Statute of 5 Elix. Cap. 4. whereby the Caufe 
and End of the making of this Act is taken away; 
and conſequently this Act is become of no Force 
er Effect; for Ceſſante ratime Legis, ceſſat pſa 
LK And the Indictment of Felony upon this 
Statute muſt contain, that thoſe CHayTERs and 
Congregations were to the violating and breaking 
of the good Courſe and Effect of the Statute of 
Labourers; which now cannot be ſo alledged, be- 
cauſe theſe Statutes be repealed. Therefore this 
would be put out of the Charge of Juſtices of the 
Peace, written by Maſter Lambert, Page 227. 
'T his Quotation confirms the Tradition of old 
Maſons, that this moſt learned JuDGE really 
belonged to the ancient Lodge, and was a faithful 
Brother. 

HowEVER, this thundering Ordinance was 
never once executed, or in the leaſt intimidated 
them from holding their Aſſemblies, nor did they 
ever deſire any of their eminent and noble Bre- 
theren to get this Act repealed, as they meddled 
not with any Affairs of State; and for the Wages 
of working Maſons free of the Lodge, their Laws 
forbad all Combigations, truſting to their Lords 
and Founders for their Reward, according to Merit 
and Love, and not for Money. _ 

; Nay, in the Minority. of this 
After Chrif very King, a good Lodge was held 

„ Canterbury, under 9 

cue, as HOFF from the Latin Regiſter, of 


illiam 
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William Molart, Prior of Canterbury, in Manu- 
ſcript, Page 88, in which are named Thomas 
Stapylton, the Maſter, John Morris, Cuſtos de la 
Lodge Lathomorum, or, Warden of the Lodge of 
Maſons, with fifteen Fellow-Crafts, and three en- 
tered Prentices, all there named. 
Ap another Record ſays, The Company of 
«© Maſons, being otherwiſe termed Free-Maſons, 
of ancient Standing and good Reckoning, by 
„ Means of affable and kind Meetings diverſe 
« Times, and as a loving Brotherhood uſe to do, 
did frequent this mutual Aſſembly in the Time 
« of King Henry the Sixth, in the twelfth Year 
«© of his moſt gracious Reign: When Henry was 
* thirteen Years of Age, Anno Dom. 1434.” 
And the faid Record deſcribing a Coat of Arms, 
much the ſame with that of the London Company 
of Freeman-Maſons, it is generally believed that the 
ſaid Company is deſcended of the ancient Frater- 
nity 3 and that in former Times no Man was 
made free of that Company until he was inſtalled 
in ſome Lodge of free and accepted Maſons, as a 
neceſſary Qualification, So that before the Trou- 
dles of this unfortunate King, the Maſons were 
every where in great Eſteem, and much employed; 
for the above Record ſays fartber, That the 
Charges and Corrections of the Free- Maſons 
have been ſeen and peruſed by our late Sove- 
« reign, King Henry the Sixth, and by the Lords of 
* his moſt honourable Council, who have allow'd. 
* them, and declared, that they be right, good and 
E 5 reaſonable 
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“ reaſonable to be holden, as they have been 
drawn out and collected from the Records of 
ancient Times, &c.“ | 

Ar length the Craft ſuffered Neglect; at firſt by 
the bloody Wars of the Houſes of York and Lancaſter; 
and afterwards by other Means, till the Union of 
the two Kingdoms, when true Architecture began 
again to dawn in this Weſtern Part of the World; 
and the Progreſs of it would have been more 
rapid, if Queen Elizabeth had not diſcouraged the 
Study of Architecture. And hearing alſo that the 
Maſons had ſome Secrets that they could not or 
would not reveal to her, ſhe became jealous of their 
Aſſemblies, and ſent an armed Force to break up 
their annual Communication at 73r# on St. John's 
Day, December 27, 1561, But Sir Thomas Sack- 
ville, Grand-Maſter, took Care to fend ſome of the 
great Officers of the Queen, that were Maſons,. 
who then joining their Aſſembly, made honour- 
able Report to the Queen, who ever after eſteemed 
them as the Cultivators of Peace, F riendſhip, bro- 
therly Love, Arts and Sciences, and never med- 
dled with thoſe who were given to Change, 

Ir may not be amiſs here to give the Senti- 
ments and Practice of old Maſons, touching the 
Government of their Grand-Maſters, viz. That 
Kings, and other Male Sovereigns, are Grand- 
Maſters during Liſe, and appoint a Deputy, or ap- 
prove of his Election, to preſide over the Fra- 

ternity, with the Title and Honours of Grand- 
Naſter; but if the. Sovereign is a Female, or- not 
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| « Brother; ; ora Minor under a Regent, not a 
Brother; or if the Male Sovereign, or the Regent, 
though a Brother, is negligent of the Craft, then 
the old Grand-Officers may aſſemble the Grand- 
Lodge in due Form to ele a Grand-Maſter, but 
not during Life, only he may be annually re- 
choſen while he and they think fit, 


N * tf * 


CHAP. III. 


The State of MAS ON Rv from 
the Union of the Crowns to Grand- 
— Mox AGV. 


N the Reign of King James the Firſt, the 


famous and learned Inigo Jones, being Grand- 


Maſter, the beſt Craftſmen from all Parts reſorted 


to him, who always allowed good Wages and ſea- 
ſonable Times for Inſtruction in the Lodges, which 
he conſtituted with excellent Bye- Laws, and made 
them like the Schools or Academies of Deſigners 


in /taly, He alſo held the quarterly Communica- 


tion of the Grand-Lodge, of Maſters and War- 


dens, and the annual General Aſſembly and Feaſt, 
on St. John's Day, when he was annually re- 


choſen till 1618, when J/illiam, Earl of Pembroke, - 


was choſen Grand-Maſter, and being approved by 


the King, he appointed Inge Fones, his Deputy- 


Grand-Maſter. ol | 
 Masonay 
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MAsox Rx thus flouriſhing, many eminent, 
wealthy and learned Men, at their own Requeſt; 
were accepted as Brothers, to the Honour of the | 
Craft, till the King died on the twenty-ſeventh of © 
March, 1625. Grand-Maſter Jones continued in 
Office, and vigilant in carrying on the grand De- 
ſign, till unhappily the Civil Wars broke out; yet 
even during thoſe Wars the Maſons met occa- 
ſionally in many Places. 

Our worthy Brother, the famous Elias A- 
mole, Eſq; an eminent Philoſopher, Chemiſt and 
Antiquary, Founder of the noble Muſeum at 
Oxford, which ſtill bears his Name, in Page 15, of 
his Diary, ſays, ] was made a Free-Maſon at War-. 
& rington, Lancaſhire, with Colonel Henry Main- 
te waring, of Kerthingham, in Cheſhire, by Mr. Ri- 
de chard Penket, the Warden, and the Fellow-Crafts, 
« on the Sixteenth of October, 1646.“ The Writer 
of Mr. Aſpmole's Life, who was not a Maſon, be- 
fore his Hiſtory of Berkſhire, Page 6, gives the 
following Account of Mafonry, He (Mr. 4%. 
« mole) was elected a Brother of the Company of 
« Free-Maſons, a Favour efteemed ſo ſingular by 
« the Members, that Kings themſelves have not 
« Jiſdained to enter themſelves of this Society. 


* From theſe derived the Adopted Maſons, Ac- z 


« cepted Maſons, or Free-Maſons, who are Os", 
« to one another all over the World by certain 
« Signals and Watch-Words known to them a- 
„ Jone, They have ſeveral Lodges in different 
6. CONN for their Reception 5 and Whew, Fu Ih 
« of 


— 
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ee of them fall into Decay, the Brotherhood is to 
« relieve them. The Manner of their Adoption 
« or Admiſſion is very formal and ſolemn, and 
« with the Adminiſtration of an Oath of Secrecy z 
e which has had better Fate than all other Oaths, 
“ and has ever been moſt religiouſly obſerved ; nor 
„ has the World been yet able, by the Inadver- 
d tency, Surprize, or Folly of any of its Mem- 
de bers, to dive into this Myſtery, or make the 
< leaſt Diſcovery.” “ 
AFTER the Reſtoration of King Charles the 
Second, who though he had been made a Maſon. 
abroad, neglected the Craft, giving himſelf in- 
tirely up to his Pleaſures ; however, 3 
in 1663, Henry Fermyn, Earl of St. N 
Albans, being Grand- Maſter, Sir 
Jobn Denham, Deputy- Grand-Maſter, Sir Cbriſu-· 
pher Wren, and Mr, John Mebb, Grand-Wardens, 
made the following Regulations, viz. 
I. THAT no Perſon, of what Degree ſoever, be 
accepted a Free · Maſon, unleſs in a regular Lodge, 
whereof one to be a Maſter or a Warden, in that 
Diviſion where ſuch Lodge is kept, and n. 
be a Craftſman in Maſonr . 
II. THar no Perſon hereafter be accepted bus. 
| ſuch as are able of Body, honeſt in Parentage, of 
good Reputation, and an Obſerver of the Lene 
the Land, 
II. Thar no Perſon, who ſhall be N 2 
Free-Maſon, ſhall be admitted into any Lodge, 


* until he * brought a tg of the Ting ay | 
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Place of his Acceptation from the Maſter of the 


Limit where he was made, and the Lodge kept, 
And the Maſter ſhall enrol the ſame in Parch- 


ment, and ſhall give an Account of ſuch Accep- 


tations at every General Aſſembly, 
IV. THAT every Perſon, who is now a Free- 


Maſon, ſhall bring to the Maſter a Note of the 


Time of his Acceptation, to the End that it may 
be enrolled in ſuch Priority of Place as the Bro- 
ther deſerves; and that the whole Company and 


Fellows may the better know each other. 


V. Trar, for the future, the ſaid Fraternity of 
Free-Maſons ſhall be regulated and governed by 
one Grand-Maſter, and as many Wardens as the 
faid Society ſhall think fit to appoint at every Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, 
VI. TRA no Perſon ſhall be accepted, unleſs. 
he be twenty-one Years old, or upwards. 
| THOMAS SAL AGE, Earl of Ri- 
Earl ofRiver;, ,,,;, ſucceeded St. Albans as Grand- 
71666. Maſter, who appointed Sir Chri/to- 
pPber Wm Deputy-Grand-Maſter, 
and Mr. John Webband Mr. Grinlin Gibbons, Grand- 
Wardens; but the Deputy and Wardens had the 
Management of every thing concerning the Craft. 
TEISs Year, on the Second of September, the 
City of London being almoſt deſtroyed by Fire, the. 
Free-Maſons were neceſlarily employed and en-- 
couraged to rebuild that noble City in a more ele- 
gant Style than before. The Deputy had formed; 
a grand Deſign of making it the moſt regular 


and ſplendid City in the World, but by private 


Properties, 
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Properties, and- other Hindrances, this laudable 
Deſign could not be carried into Execution. 

IT ꝝꝛ E elegant Style of the Craft evidenced itſelf 
in building the Royal-Exchange ; St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral, the Foot-ſtone of which was levelled in due 

Form by the King, Grand-Maſter Rivers, the 
Architects, Craftſmen, Nobility and Gentry, 
| Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, Biſhops and Clergy, 
in the Year 1673 ; defigned and conducted by the 
Deputy-Grand- Maſter Wren, as Maſter of Work, 
with his Wardens, Edward Strong, the Elder and 
Younger, The Monument, of the Doric Order, 202 
Feet high from the Ground, fifteen Feet in Dia- 
meter, its Pedeſtal twenty Feet ſquare, and forty 
in Height, with Emblems in Baſſo Relievo by 
Gabriel Cibber, was finiſhed in the Year 1677 : 
Many more fine Buildings were- raifed, particu- 
larly St. Mary- le- Bow, St. Stephen's in Walbrooke, 
with its admirable Cupola, if equalled, not ex- 
celled by any in Europe; the College of Phyſi- 
cians ; and beautiful Middle- Temple Gate. 

G EORGEVILLERC&, Duke _ 

of Buckingham, an old Maſon, be- bagger, 
came Grand- Maſter, but being in- t 
dolent, he left all to Deputy Wren and his War- 
dens; and was ſucceeded by Henry 

Bennet, Earl of Arlington, . was jul gl Fe 4 
too deeply engaged in State-Affairs ie 
to mind the Lodges; yet in his Maſterſhip, the 
Craft was very conſiderable, and many Perſons of 

Diſtinction 
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Diſtinction requeſted to be admitted, and were ac- 
cordingly accepted by the F raternity. 

In ſome of the Manuſcripts of Mr. A/hmole be- 
fore mentioned, there are many very valuable Col- 
lections relating to the Hiſtory of the Free-Maſons, 
as may be gathered from the Letters of Dr. Knipe, 
of Chr:i/t-Church, Oxfora, to the Publiſher of his 
Life; the following Extracts therefrom will au- 
thenticate and illuſtrate many Facts in the fore- 
going Hiſtory. 

« As to the ancient Society of F ree-Maſons, 
« concerning whom you are deſirous of knowing 
e what may be known with Certainty, I ſhall only 
& tell you, that if our worthy Brother E. Ab- 


6 male, Eſq had executed his intended Deſign, 
 « our Fraternity had been as much obliged to him 


« as the Brethren of the moſt noble Order of the 
«© Garter. I would not have you ſurprized at 


« this Expreſſion, or think it at all too aſſuming. 


«© The Sovereigns of that Order have not diſ- 
« dained our Fellowſhip, and there have been 
« Times when Emperors were alſo Free-Maſons, 
« What from Mr. Aſbmele's Collection I could 
gather was, that the Report of our Society's 
6 taking Riſe from a Bull granted by the Pope, 
„ in the Reign of Henry the Third, to fome 
« Halian Architects to travel over all Europe, to 
« ere& Chapels, was ill founded; ſuch a Bull 
e there was, and thoſe Architects were Maſons ; 


- « but this Bull, in the Opinion of the learned 


Mr. Aſbmole, was confirmative only, and did 
* not 
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not by any Means create our Fraternity, or even 

eſtabliſh them in this Kingdom: But as to the 
Time and Manner of that Eſtabliſhment, ſome- 
thing I ſhall relate from the ſame Collections. 
St. Alban, the Proto-martyr, eſtabliſhed Ma- 
ſonry here, and from his Time it flouriſhed” 
more or lefs, according as the World went, 
© down to the Days of King Athelſtan, who for 
the Sake of his Brother Edwin granted the 
* Maſons a Charter. Under our Norman Prin- 
ces, they frequently received extraordinary 
« Marks of Royal Favour : There is no Doubt to 
ebe made, that the Skill of Maſons, which was 
ce always tranſcendently great, even in the moſt 
% barbarous Times, their wonderful Kindneſs 
& and Attachment to each other, how different 
« ſoever in Condition, and their inviolable Fi- 
e delity in keeping religiouſly their Secret, muſt 
© expole them, in ignorant, troubleſome, and ſu- 
6 perſtitious Times, to a vaſt Variety of Adven- 
« tures, according to the different Fate of Parties, 
&« and other Alterations in Government. By the 
« Way, it may be noted, that the Maſons were 
„ always loyal, which expoſed them to great 
* Severities when Power wore the Trappings of 
“ Juſtice, and thoſe who committed Treaſon, 
& puniſhed true Men as Traitors. 

“Fus in the third Year of Henry the Sixth, An 
&« AX paſſed to aboliſh the Society of Maſons, and 
to hinder, under grievous Penalties, the holding 
1 * Chapters, Lodges, or other regular Aſſemblies. 
6 Yet 


3444 ; 
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5 Yet this Act was afterwards repealed, and even 
<< before that, King Henry, and ſeyeral Lords of 
« his Court, became Fellows of the Craft.” 
Many Lodges in the Reign of Charles the 
Second were conſtituted by Leave of the ſeveral 
noble Grand-Maſters, the Fraternity being ſtill 
conſiderable, and many Gentlemen and famous 
Scholars requeſted to be admitted, Mr, Aſomole 
again fays, in Page 66, of his Diary. On 
March the 1oth, 1682, about 5 Hor. poſt 
© Merid. I received a Summons to appear at a 
Lodge to be held the next Day at Maſons-Hall, 
<< in London. March 11, accordingly I went, 
© and about Noon, was admitted into the Fel- 
& lowſhip of Free-Maſors, Sir Milliam I7ilſon, 
“ Knight; Captain Richard Berthwick ; Mr. Wil- 
« liam Wodman ; Mr. William Grey; Mr. Samuct = 
& Taylor, and Mr. William Wiſe : I was the 
& ſenior Fellow among them, it being thirty five 
& Years ſince I was admitted; there were preient, 
e beſides myſelf, the Fellows after named, Mr, 
% Themas Miſe, Maſter of the Maſons Company 
& this preſent Year ; Mr. Thomas Shorthoſe, & c. 
„ We all dined at the Half 14oon Tavern, in 
„ Cheapſide, at a noble Dinner prepared at the 


“ Charge of the new accepted Maſons.” 


Many of the Fraternity's Records of this and 
former Reigns were loſt in the next, and at the 
Revolution : And many of them were too haſtily 
burnt in our own Time for Fear of making Dif- 


coveries. 
| Uron 
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+ Upon the Death of Grand-Maſter Arlington, 
in the Year 1685, the Lodges met and elected 
Sir Chriſtopher Wren Grand-Maſter, 
who annually, while carrying on St. Wren, 168g, 
Paul's, met thoſe Brethren who 7 : 
could attend him, to keep up good old Uſages till 
the Revolution, 

PARTICULAR Lodges were moſtly occaſional 
in London, except where ſome great Works 
were carrying on : Sir Robert Clayton procured an 
occaſional Lodge of Maſters to meet at St. Thomas's 
Hoſpital in the Year 1693, near which a ſtated 
Lodge continued long afterwards, Beſides the old 
Lodge at St. Paul's, there was one in Piccadilly, 
another by Meſiminſter- Abbey, Holbourn and Tower- 
Hill. King William was privatelv made a Maſon, 
approved of the Choice of Sir Chriftopher Mren, 
greatly promoted the Intereſts of the Craft, ap- 
pointed the fine new Palace at Greenwich, in the 
Year 1695, to be an Hoſpital for Seamen, and or- 
dered it to be finiſhed according to Jones's old De- 
N This Vear alſo the moſt no- Dake of Rich... 

e Charles, Duke of Richmond and mogd, 1695. 
Lenox, Grandfather of the preſent e 
Duke, Maſter of a Lodge at Chichefter, coming 
to the annual Aſſembly in London, was choſen 
Grand-Maſter, and approved by the King ; Sir 
Chriftepher Wren was his Deputy, who acted as 
before at the Head of the Craft, and was again 
choſen Grand-Maſter in the Year 1698. 
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\ In the Beginning of the Reign of Queen ine, 


the Auguſtan Style was every where moſt richly 


diſplayed ; yet the Lodges were more and more 
diſuſed ; partly by the Neglect of Maſters and 
Wardens ; and partly by not having a noble 
Grand-Maſter, as in Times paſt, the annual Aſ- 
ſembly was not duly attended; and what was the 
worſt of all, Sir Chriſtopher Mren totally neglected 
the Office of Grand- Maſter for ſeveral Years. 
AFTER the Rebellion was over in 1716, the 
few Lodges in London finding themſelves unnoticed 
by their Grand-Maſfter, thought fit to CEMENT- 
under a Grand-Maſter of their own Choice, as 
the Centre of Union and Harmony. The Lodges 
that met were then held at the Gooſe and Grid- Iron 
in St. Paul's Church Tard; the Crown in Parker's- 


Lane, near Drury- Lane; the Apple-Tree Tavern 


in Charles-Street, Covent: Garden; the Rummer and 
Grapes Tavern in G Reco, - Meſtminſter. 
They and ſome old Brothers met at the Apple- 
Tree, and put into the Chair the oldeſt Maſter- 
Maſon, being the preſent Maſter of a Lodge, 
conſtituted a Lodge in due Form *, revived the 
quarterly Communication of Officers, reſolved to 
hold the annual Aſſembly and Feaſt, and then to 
chuſe a GrandeMaſter from among themſelves, 

till 


* So called, becauſe it ſhould meet quarterly according 
to ancient Uſage. And when the Grand- Maſter is preſent, 
it is a Lodge in Aur LR Form ; otherwiſe only in DUE : 
For, but both equal in 3 
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till they ſhould again be honoured with having 
a noble Brother at their. Head. Accordingly, 

O St. John Baptiſt's Day, 17 17, the Aſſembly 
and Feaſt were held at the aforeſaid Gooſe and Grid- 
ron. The oldeſt Maſter-Maſon being in the Chair, 

- propoſed a Lift of Candidates, and the Brethren by 
a Majority of Hands, elected Mr. M 0 
Anthony Sayer, Grand-Maſter of TA 2 
Maſons, who was forthwith, con- i 
gratulated, inveſted, inſtalled and homaged ; and 

then his Worſhip commandet the Maſters and 
Wardens of Lodges to meet the Grand-Officers 
every Quarter in Communication, at the Place 
he ſhould appoint. | 

GEORGE PAYNE, Eſq; ſuc- 5 
ceed Brother Sayer in 1718, Fohn- George Payne, 
Theophilus Deſaguliers, Li 1. 2; hs 0 and: 
and F. R. S. in 1719, and our Dr. . 
aforeſaid Brother, the right wor- ers, 1719. 
ſhipful George Payne, Eſq; in 1720. 

It was now recommended to the Brethren, the 
ſtricteſt Obſervance of the Communication, and 
that they ſhould bring to the Grand-Lodge any 
old Writings and Records concerning Maſons or 
Maſonry, to. ſhew the good Uſages of old: Many 
Manuſcripts were accordingly brought, for they 
had nothing as yet in Print; but many of the 
moſt valuable concerning Lodges, Regulations, 
Charges, Secrets, and Uſages, particularly one 
written by Brother Nicholas Stone, the Warden 
of Grand-Maſter ingo Fonts, were too haſtily ' | 


burnt 


burnt by ſcrupulous Brothers, that they might not 
fall into ſtrange Hands. It was alſo agreed, that 
the new Grand-Maſter ſhould have the Power of 
appointing his Grand-Wardens, and a Deputy- 
Grand-Maſter, now found as neceſſary as former- 
ly, according to ancient Cuſtom, 8 

ANp at the Grand-Lodge in ample Form 
on Lady-Day, 1721, Grand-Maſter Payne pro- 
poſed for his Succeſſor, a moſt noble Brother, at 
which the Lodge expreſſed great Joy at the 
happy Proſpect of being again patronized by 
noble Grand-Maſters, as in the moſt proſperous 
and glorious Days of Maſonry. 


CHAP. IV. 


The State of MasonrY from 
Grand- Maſter MonTacu to Grand- 
Maſter STRATHMORE. 


E have ſeen in the foregoing Hiſtory of 
Maſonry, by what Means the Craft 
| flouriſhed, and how they came to ſuffer Decay; 
and that it was in the Times of Barbarity and 
Ignorance, of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, of War 
and Bloodſhed, when the popular Rage and Fury 
vented itſelf upon the noble Sciences, or Places 

dedicated to their Uſe, and chiefly upon the Pro- 
feſſors and Advocates of this Royal Art, which as 
. it 
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it was the moſt uſeful to Mankind, ſo it was the 


firſt doomed to Perdition. Indeed, the Days have 
been in Britain, when this ancient and honourable 
Fraternity ſuffered not a little from the Neglect 
of their Grand-Maſters, who ſhould have counte- 
nanced the Communications with their Preſence, 
given Life and Vigour to their Reſolutions, and by 
Precept and Example, as well to keep the whole 
Body firm, ſteady and faithful to the ancient 
Laws and Uſages of Maſons, as to preſerve the 
Honour and Renown that the Fraternity had ac- 
quired in the World with the Wiſe, Learned, 


Good, Great and Brave, from the Commencement 
of Time. 


TEIS Royal Craft ſuffered greatly during the 


inteſtine Broils in the Reign of Charles the Firſt; 
nor do we find it made any great Advances after 


the Reſtoration, the Sciences being continually 


interrupted by the tyrannical Schemes of an 
effeminate Court, and a Succeflion of War from 
the Revolution to the Suppreſſion of the Troubles 


renewed in the Beginning of the Reign of King 
George the Firſt: Under whoſe auſpicious Govern- 


ment Peace being ſettled, the Sciences began again 
to flouriſh, and Maſonry once more became the 
Darling of the People, under their Grand-Maſter, 
Sir Chriſtopher Wren, whoſe Abilities moſt cer- 
tainly rant all due Reſpect ; but the Want 
of Zeal and Induſtry in the Work of his Lord, 

made it neceſſary for the Brethren to guard againft 
all future Decays of their ancient and honourable 

Craft, 
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Craft, by chuſing the right worſhipful George 


Payne, Eſq; to be their Grand-Maſter, by whoſe 
Fervency and Zeal, the Freedom of this Society 
has been fixed upon the noble and ſolid Baſis of 
thoſe Noblemen and Princes who have done Ho- 
nour to the Craft by their conſtant Attendance 
and laudable Example ; a Series of ſuch noble 
Perſonages as no Age, Society nor Nation could 
ever boaſt of to have ruled over them ; and who 
in a continued Succeſſion will, in all Probability, 
govern them and lift them up for ever. 

Ir will be neceſſary now to proceed to the 


| Recital of thoſe great Names who have honoured 


the Fraternity by preſiding over them, either as 
Grand-Maſters or other Grand-Office:s ; together 
with a brief Abſtract of the Tranſ:Rions in their 
Grand-Communications, in the Order of Time. 
they happened, 


Grand-Matter. 


John MonTaGvu, Duke of MonTacGwu, 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 
JohN BEAL, Doctor of Phyſic. 


Grand- Wardens. 


Mr. J. VILLENEAU and Mr. T. Moxx IS, jun. 


| Ont the Morning of his Election, June 24, 1721, 
George Payne, Eſq; Grand-Maſter, aſſembled the 
Grids at the King's- Arms, in St. Paul's 

Chg 
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Church-Yard ; made ſome new Brothers, particu- 
larly Philip, Lord Stanhope, now Earl of Cheſter- 
feld; and then marched according to the Manner 
of Maſons to a noble Feaſt prepared for them at Sta- 
tioners- Hall; where his Grace was inveſted with 
the Enſigns of his Office, received their Homage and 
Congratulations, and entered upon the Exerciſe of 
his Authority: Whereupon Dr. Deſaguliers, for- 
merly Grand-Maſter, made an eloquent Oration in 
Praiſe of Maſons and Maſonry. The Whole was 
conducted with great Harmony and brotherly 
Love, In the ſeveral Communications held by his 
Grace, he encouraged and promoted the laudable 
Defigns of the Craft 1 ordered their Conſtitutions | 
and Laws to be collected into one Body by Dr. De- 
ſaguliers and Mr. James Anderſon; and to be re- 
viſed and amended, and after being approved of, 
to be printed; which was accordingly done. 


SGrand-Maſter. 


PuiLite WHARTON, Duke of WHARTON. 


| Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 1 
J. Tyzorn, DesaGULIERS, L. L. D. and F. R. S. 


Grand-Wardens. 


Mr. Josh. TI uSsO& and Ja, ANDERSON, A. M. 
2 


 IVILLIAMCOIPPER, Eſq; was appointed Se- 


cretary, January 27, 1722-3. His Grace was very 
active and vigilant in viſiting the old Lodges, and 


F conſtituting 


* 
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conſtituting new ones, as the Fraternity began to 
increaſe daily, by the Admiſſion of many of the 
Clergy, Gentlemen, Merchants, and others of 
good Repute, who were all highly pleaſed: with 
his Grace's generous and noble Behaviour, 


 Grand-Maſter, 


F. Scorr, E. of Daixeirn, late D. of Bucer Vox. 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 
J. Tn OH. DESAC ULI EIS, L. L. D. and F. Rs. 


Grand-Wardens. 


Fa ANC1s SORELL, Eſq; and Mr. JOHN SEN Ex. 


THE Duke of Wharton, Grand-Maſter, came, 
attended with his Wardens, and many Brethren 
in Coaches, to hold the Feaſt at Merchant-Taylors- 
Hall, Fune 24, 1723, and then walked with his 
Deputy, Wardens, and the Maſters and Wardens 
of Lodges into the Lodge-Room ; and there recog- 
nized their new Grand-Maſter, who was now in 
Scotland; about 400 Maſons were at this Feaſt, 
Upon his Lordſbip's Return in a Grand-Confmu- 
nication, he exerted himſelf greatly in many Things 
for the Good of Maſons,+particularly in forming 
their Committee of Charity, as will be after- 


wards more particularly related. 


Grand- 
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Grand-Maſter, 
C. Lenox, D. of Rienuonp, LENOox and Augieur. 


Deputy- Grand · Maſter. 


MARTIN Fork xs, Eſq; 


SGrand-Wardens. 


Gro. PayNE and Fx ANIS SoREL I, Eſqrs. 


Tux Earl of Dalkeith, with his Deputy and 


Wardens, and a great Number of Brethren, waited 
on Brother Richmond, at his Houſe at Whitehall, 


June 24, 1724, and then proceeded in a grand | 


Proceſſion to Merchant - Taylors- Hall to Dinner: 


And there Grand-Maſter Dalkeith made the fol 


lowing Proceſſion round the Tables. 
1. BROTHER Clinch to clear the Way. 
2. The Stewards two and two, with their white 


Rods. 3. Secretary Cowper with the Bag. 3. On 


his Left, the Maſter of, the ſecond Lodge with one 
gteat Light. 4. Two other great Lights borne 
by Maſters of Lodges. 5. Former Grand- 


Wardens one by one, according to Juniority. 


6. Sorell and Senex, the preſent Grand-Wardens. 
7. Diſaguliers, Deputy - Grand - Maſter, alone. 
8. On the Left the Sword of State carried by 


the Maſter of the Lodge to which it did belong; 
followed by Richmond Grand- Maſter elect. 9. On 


the Right-Hand the Book of Conſtitutions on a 
WY carried by the Maſter of the ſenior 
2 | | Lodge, 
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Lodge, followed by Dalkeith, Grand- Maſter, 


During the Proceſſion, the Brethren gave the 


regular Salutations. The ſecond Proceſſion was 


like the firſt, ſave that now Lord Dalkeith walked 
firſt as the youngeſt late Grand Maſter, cloſe after 
the former Grand-Wardens, and the Duke of 
Richmond laſt of all, preceded by his Wardens 
and Deputy, and before them the Sword and 
Conſtitutions, . His Grace in the Execution of his 
Office was very aſſiduous for the Welfare of the 
Craft, and firmly eſtabliſhed the Fund of general 
Charity for poor Brothers, that was _ by 
Grand-Maſter Dalkeith, | 


Grand-Maſter. 


J. Hauk rox, Lord PaisLey, now E. of Arx CoA. 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 


Joun TaHEOPHILUS DESAGULIERS, L. L. D. and F. R. 8. 


Grand-Wardens. 


Col. D. Hovonrox, and Sir T. PenDEnGAST, Br. 


Ia D Paiſſey being in the Country bad 1 
the Duke of Richmond his Proxy, who held the Feaſt 
at Merchant- Taylors- Hall, December 27, 1725, and 
recognized the Authority of the new Grand- 
Maſter. During whoſe Abſence the Deputy at- 
tended the Communications, viſited the Lodges, 
and redrefſed what was amiſs till Lord Paiſley: de- 
turned, greatly to the Satisfaction of his Werdtiip. 
Graad- 
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Grand-Maſter: 
William OBRTAN, Earl of Incurgom, 
Deputy-Grand-Maſter, 
WiLlL1am CowyER, Eſq; 
a Grand- Wardens 
Aizs, CHOckE and WIII. BuR Dom, Efqrs. 


Mx. Edward Wilſm was appointed Secretary, 
in the Room of //illiam Cowper, Eſq; now Deputy- 
Grand-Maſter. The Feaſt was held at Merceru— 
Hall, February 27, 1926-7; and the Grand-Maſter 
being abſent, Lord Paiſley conducted the Buſineſs of 
the Day, and cloſed the Lodge in due Time. The 
Grand-Maſter granted a Deputation to Hugh War- 
burton, Eſq; to be Provincial Grand -Maſter of North- 
Wales, and to Sir Edward Manſell, Bart. to be 
Provincial Grand-Maſter of South-Wales, and alſo 
a Deputation to ſome Brothers in Spain for the 
conſtituting of a Lodge at Gibraltar. In his 
Maſterſhip, on the eleventh of June, 1727, King 
George the Firſt died at Oſnaburg in his Way to 
Hanover, and was ſucceeded by his only Son 
KING GEORGE THE SECOND, 
now happily reigning, and the firſt remembered 
at all the Aſſemblies of Maſons in their peculiar 
Manner: To Maſons no more need be ſaid. _. 
Oy © F 2 5 Grand- 
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Grand- Maſter. 
Henry Hare, Lord Col ERANE. 
Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 
ALEXANDER CHOCEE, Eſq; 


Grand-Wardens. 


N, BLACKERBY, Efq; and Mr. J. HI HMORR. 


Mr. William Read was appointed Secretary, . 
The Feaſt was held on St. John's Day, December 27, 
1727, at Mercers-Hall, with great Joy and 
SatisfaCtion throughout the whole large Aſſem- 
bly. And his Lordſhip being entered upon his 
high Office, granted a Deputation for the hold- 
ing of a Lodge in St. Bernard's-Street, in Madrid. 
In the laſt Communication under the Maſter- 
ſhip of Colerane, Dr. Deſaguliers moved that the 

ancient Office of Stewards might be revived to aſſiſt 
the Grand-Wardens in preparing the Feaſt, and 
in other Things appertaining to the annual Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of Maſons; which was carried 
unanimouſly, and that their Number ſhould be | 
TwWEIVE. A Lift of thoſe Gentlemen who have. 
ſerved the honourable Othce of Stewards, from 
Grand-Maſter Celerane to thoſe who at 4. —5 
enjoy chat Office, will be elſewhere inſerted. 


Grand: 


i, 


— — A Pn IS OT 
— . 2 — 


MASONRY, 103 


 Grand-Maſter, 


Jauzs Kine, Lord KincsToN, 


Deputy-G rand-Maſter. 


NATHANIEL BLACKERBY, Eqs 


' Grand-Wardens. | 
Sir J. TuonNRHII I, Kt. and M. OConnor, Elq; 


TRR Feaſt was again held on St. Jobs Day, At 
Mercers- Hall, December 27, 1728. Deputy- Grand- 
Maſter Chocke, with his Wardens, ſeveral noble Bro- 
thers, former Grand- Officers, and many Brethren 
attended his Worſhip from his Houſe in Leicgſler- 
Square, to the ſaid Hall in Coaches, where every 
Thing was tranſacted with great Harmony and De- 
corum. His Lordſhip, at his own Coſt, provided a 
curious Pedeſtal, and a rich Cuſhion, adorned with 
Gold Taſſels and Fringes for the Top of the Pede- 


ſtal, with a fine Velvet Bag, and a Badge of two 


Golden Pens a-croſs pendant to a blue Ribbon for 
the Grand-Secretary : For all which the Com- 
munication returned his Worſhip Thanks in a 


proper Manner. Grand-Maſter Ki ng/tm grant 
a Deputation to Brother George Pomfret for the 
conſtituting of a Lodge at Bengal, in Eaft- India, 


at the · preſſing Solicitation of ſome N re- 
oro there, : | 7 


F . Grand- | 
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Grand-Maſter. 


Tromas HowARD, Duke of NonrFoLK, 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 


Naruanian BLACKERBY, Eſq; 


Grand-Wardens, 
Colonel G. CAR PENTER and T. BAT sox, Els; 


GranpD-MasTER Kingſton, with his Dune 
and Wardens, waited on his Grace the Grand- Maſter 
elect, at his Houſe in St. James s-Sguare; where he 
was met by as great a Number of Brethren all clothed 
proper, as had ever been known, and from thence 

proceeded to Merchant-Taylors- Hall, January 295 
1729-30, in the following Manner, uz. 
1. BROTHER. Johnſen to clear the Way, 
2. Six of the Stewards with their Badges and Rods, 
two in each Chariot. 3. Brothers duly clothed 

without Diſtinction in Gentlemens Coaches. 4 
Noble and eminent Brethren in their own. 
riots, 5. Former Grand-Officers not noble. G 6. 
Former noble Grand-Maſters. clothed proper. 7. 
The Secretary alone with his Badge and Bag. 8. 
The two. Grand- Wardens clothed proper with 
e iges in one Chariot, 9. The Deputy- 

Grand- 


Grand-Maſter alone. 10. King/ton, Grand-Maſter, 
with his Badge: Norfolk, Grand-Maſter elect, clothed 
only as a Maſon, in one Coach. 11. The Duke 
of Norfoll's Coach of State empty. Brother John 
Pine acted as Marſhal, and conducted the Pro- 
ceſſion; which being arrived at the Hall-Gate; 
I. The Stewards ſtood with their Rods on each 
Side the Paſſage to make a Lane, 2. Brother 
Johnſon to clear the Way, 3. Former Grand- 
3 one by one, according to their Juniority. 

Former Deputy-Grand-Maſters, according to 
1 one by one. 5. Former Grand-Maſters 
by Juniority in the following Order; Lord Cole- 
rane; Earl of Inchiguin; Lord Paiſley; Duke of 
Richmond; Earl of Dalkeith ; Duke of Montagu 3 
Dr. Deſaguliers; George Payne, Eſq; and Mr. Au- 
thony Sayer. 6. Then the Stewards cloſed two 
and two. 7. The Secretary alone. 8. The two 


Grand-Wardens. 9. The Deputy- Grand-Maſter _ 
alone. 10 On the Left-Hand the Sword, borne - 
before Norfolk, Grand-Maſter ele& ; on the Right- 


Hand the Book of Conſtitutions-on a rich Cuſhions 
carried by the Maſter of the ſenior Lodge : The 


WASONKEY: ws 


whole was cloſed by Marſhal Pine, with bis "a 


Truncheon blue, tipt with Gold. 

In this Order they ſolemnly walked into the 
Lodge-Room, where the. Maſters and Wardens 
received their Grand-Maſter with the greateſt Joy 
and Affection in due Form. He fat down in his 
Chair before the Pedeſtal, covered with a rich 

N F 5 Cuſhion, 


* . 


106 The HISTORY of 


Cuſhion, upon which were laid the Conſtitutions 
and Sword; with the Grand-Maſter elect on his 
Right-Hand, whoſe Election was forthwith re- 
cognized with great Solemnity. His Grace was 
vigilant in his Office, and when his Affairs called 
him into /taly, he was not unmindful of the Fra- 
ternity, to whom he ſent the following kind and 
noble Preſents, vis. _ 

I, TwENTY Pounds to the Fund of Maſons 


Charity. 2. A large Folio Book of the fineſt 


writing Paper for the Records of the Grand- Com- 


munication, richly bound in Turkey Leather and 


gilt, and on the Frontiſpiece in Vellum the Arms 
of Norfolk amply diſplayed, with a Latin Inſcrip- 
tion of his noble Titles. 3. The old truſty Sword 
of Guftavus Adolphus, the valiant King of Sweden, 
that was next wore by his brave Succeſſor in War, 
Bernard, Duke of Saxe-Meimar, with both their 
Names on the Blade, which the Grand- Maſter 
had ordered to be moſt richly embelliſhed ; and to 


be the Grand- Maſter's Sword of State for the 


Time to come, For all which noble Benefac- 
tions the Lodge expreſſed their moſt grateful Ac- 


| Eeptance, in their peculiar Manner. His Grace 


granted a Deputation to Captain Ralph Farwinter 
to be Provincial Grand-Maſter of Eaft-India at 
Bengal, another to Monſieur Thuanus to be Pro- 
vincial Grand-Maſter of the Circle of Lower 
Saxony, and a third to Mr. Daniel Cox to be Pro- 
rincial Grand- Maſter of New-Ferſey in America.” 


4 Grand- 


Grand-Maſter. 


T. Cok E, Ld. Lover, now E. of Lt ICESTER, 


Deputy- Grand-Maſter. 


THOMAS BaTsoN, Eſq; 


Grand-Wardens. £6 
G. Do0 GLAS, M. D and J. CHANDLER, ba 


Ms. George Aach v was anpointed his Worſhip! 8 


Sword-Bearer, The Feaſt was held at Mercers- 


Hall, March 27, 1731, and all Things were regu- 
larly tranſacted, In a Grand- Communication, the 


Duke of Norfolt, with other noble Brethren being 


preſent, the Grand-Maſter moved, that the Thanks 
of the Community ſhould be returned to his Grace 


for his noble Preſents to the Fraternity, which was 


forthwith done, and received by the Duke with bro- 

therly Affection. His Royal Highneſs Francis-Szes 
hen, Duke of Lorrain, now his IMPERIAL Ma» 
TJESTY, was made an entered Prentice and Fellow- 
Craft, at the Hague, by Virtue of a Deputation from 


Grand-Maſter Level for a Lodge there, of which 


Dr. Deſaguliers was Maſter, John Stanhope and Fab 
Halizendorf, Eſqts. Wardens; the reſt of the Bre- 
thren that formed the Lodge, were Philip, Earl of 


Cbeſter field, Feremiah Strickland, Eſq; Nephew to 
the Biſhop of Namure, Mr. Benjamin Hadley, and 


2 Does TO His Royal Highneſs coming to 
. England 
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England ſoon after, was made a Maſter-Maſon along 
with his Grace Thomas Pelham, Duke of Neu- 


caſtle, at Houohton- Hall, in Nor {bs the Seat of Sir 


Robert Wal ole. This Event the Society have in con- 
tinual en in a proper Manner. His 
Worſhip alſo granted Deputations of Provincial 
Grand-Maſters to Captain John Phillips, of Ruſſia, 
and Captain James Commerſord, of Andaluſia, in 


Spain. 
Grand-Maſter, 
ANTHONY aon Lord Viſc. MoxTACUTE: 


Deputy-Grand- Maſter, 


Thou As BA TSO, Eſq; 


Grand-Wardens. 


Geo. Rook E and JA. Mook E-SMYTHE, Eſqrs. 


Tn x annual Aſſembly and Feaſt was held at Mer- 
chant-Taylors- Hall, April 19, 17 32; and Deputy- 
Grand-Maſter Batſon, with his Wardens, attended 
the Grand-Maſter elect, at his Houſe in Bloom/bury- 
Square, together with the Dukes of Montagu and 


. Richmond, Lord Colerane, Lord Carpenter, the 


Earl of Strathmore, Lord Teynham, and many 
other Brethren all duly clothed ; who proceeded. 
to the Hall, and there performed every Thing ac- 
cording to good and ancient Uſages. In the Courſe 
of his Maſterſhip, he granted a Deputation for hold- 
ing a Lodge at Valenciennes, in French Flanders, and 
another at the Hotel de Buſſy, in 1 Paris, | 


CHAP. 
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Ci AF. . 


The State of MASON RV from Grand- 
Maſter STRATHMORE 70 Grand- 
Maſter CARYSFORT, 


\HE preſent flouriſhing Condition of the Fra- 
ternity in England, the Reader will diſcern, has 

not been obtained without great Induſtry and Appli- 
cation; and he will alſo find the ſame noble Endea- 
vours not the leaſt abated in their ſucceeding Story. 


Grand-Maſter, 


James Lyon, Earl of STRATHMORE, 


Deputy-Grand- Maſter. 


THom as BaTsoN, Eſq; 


Grand- Wardens. 


J. Mook E-SMYTHE, and JoHN Warp, Eſqrs. 


Tux Feaſt and annual Aſſembly were ſolemni- 
zed at Mercers-Hall, June 7, 17 333 the Deputy _ 
Wardens. with ſome noble Brethren,” and 
others waited upon Lord Southwell, who was 
Proxy for his Worſhip the Grand-Maſter; who all 
proceeded in a regular Manner to the faid Hall. 
In the firſt Communication after the Feaſt, his ' 
Worſhip being preſent, informed the Lodge, that 
Buſineſs had much increaſed, and that it would be 
neceſſary to refer back to the Committee of Cha- 
rity, what could not be gone through at once in the 
Communication; which was unanimouſly agreed 


Fr WE BISTOEYT 

to. And Thomas Edwards, Eſq; Warden to the 
| Duke of Richmond's Lodge, at the Horn, WW:/t- 
minfler, \ acquainted the Communication, that 
Capt, Farwinter, Provincial Grand-Maſter of Eaſt- 
India, had ſent from his Lodge at Bengal, a Cheſt 
of Arrack for the Uſe of the Grand-Lodge, and 
ten Guineas for the Maſons Charity, which the 
Lodge gratefully received, and ordered ſolemn 
Thanks to the Lodge at Bengal. The Deputy- 
Grand-Maſter recommended the new Colony of 
Georgia to the Benevolence of particular Lodges. 
His Worſhip granted a Deputation to eleven 
German Gentlemen, good Brothers, for ne 
ting a Lodge at Hamburgb. 


Grand-Maſter. 


Jonx LIN PSA L, E. of CaAurvxp, primier Earl of Scotland, 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 


Sir CEcIL WRA, Bart. 


5 Grand-Wardens. 
Joun Warp, Eſq; and Sir E. MANSELL, Be. 


Mx. John Revis was appointed Grand- Secretary. 
on March 30, 1734, the Deputy-Grand-Maſter 
and Wardens, noble Brethren and others, attended 
the Grand- Maſter elect from his Houſe in Marl. 
Borough- Street in a Grand-Proceſſion to Mercer 
Hall, preceded by a fine Band of Muſick; Har- 
mony and Regularity finiſhed the Buſineſs 25 the 

Day. Lord Craufurd, by the Interyention of 1 25 
| k 
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lick Affairs, could not hold a Communication for 
almoſt a Year, and then held two in the Space of 
ſix Weeks. The Book of Conſtitutions was or- 
dered to be reviſed, corrected and amended, and 


| when approved in publick Aſſembly, to be reprinted 
by the Authority of the Grand-Officers. 


Grand-Maſter. 


THOMAS THYNNE, Lord Viſc. WEY MOUTH. 


Deputy -Grand-Maſter, 
Joun Ward, Eſg; 


Grand- Wardens. 98 
Sir E. MANSELL, Bt. and M. CLA RE, A. M. and F. R. 8. 


TE Gtand-Maſter elect, on April 17, 1735, 
was attended at his Houſe in Groſvenor-Sguare, by 
Grand-Maſter Craufurd, and his Officers, by the 
Dukes of Richmond and Athol, the Marquis of 
Beaumont, the Earls of Michelſea, Nenys, Loudoun 
and Balcarras, the Lord Vere Bertie and Lord Cath- 
cart, with many other eminent and worthy Brethren, 
cloathed proper, and with a Band of Muſick pro- 
ceeded through the City with great State and So- 
lemnity to Merceri- Hall; where good old Cuſtoms 
were ſtrictly obſerved, In the ſeveral Communica- 
tions, Deputy-Grand-Maſter WA RD being in the 
Chair made a moſt excellent Speech, recommend- 
ing Temper, Decency and good Decorum to the 
whole Aſſembly; and then moved that a Law 


might 
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might be made to enforce the ſame ; and then 
propoſed a Regulation of ten Rules for the good 
Government of the Communications, which paſſed 
unanimouſly. It not ſuiting the Grand-Maſter to 
attend, the Deputy-Grand-Maſter performed all to 
the laſting Honour, Safety and Well-being of the 
Craft. Brother Rigby, from Bengal, brought twenty 
Guineas for the general Charity : And the twelve 
Stewards, with Sir Robert Lawley, Maſter of the 
Steward's Lodge, appeared for the firſt Time with 
their new Badges; having certain Ferne now 
granted them. 


Grand- Maſter. 


Joun CAMPBELL, Earl of Loypovn, 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 
Jonun Warp, Eſq; 


. Grand-Wardens. 
Sir R. LawLzy, Bt. and W.Grarme, M. D. and F. R . 


Dur v. Grand- Maſter WaRD, with is | 
Wardens, and the Duke of Richmond, the Earls of 
Craufurd and Albermale, Viſcount Harceurt, Lord 
Southwell, Lord Erſkine, Fohn Anſtis, Eſq; Garter 
King at Arms, Alexander Brodie, Eſq; Lord Lim 
King at Arms, with many other Brethren, and a 
Band of Muſick attended the Grand-Maſter ele& 
from his Houſe at Whitehall to Fi Mg Hall, 

„ee 
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the 15th of April, 1736, to a noble Feaſt prepared 
by the Stewards according to Cuſtom, 

THe curious Bye-Laws of the Lodge at Exeter 
are read in Communication and applauded, and a 
Letter of Thanks returned them for their hand- 
ſome Beneſaction to the general Charity, His 
Worſhip granted a Deputation to Robert Tomlinſon, 
Eſq; to be Provincial Grand-Maſter of New-Eng- 
land, John Hammerton, Eſq; of South-Carolina, 


and David Creighton, Doctor of Phyſick, at __ 
Coaſt, in Africa, 


Grand-Maſter. 


EDwARD BLIGH, Earl of DARNLEY. 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 
JohN War, Eſq; 


| Grand-Wardens, 
Sir R. LAwIE , Bt. and W. Graeme, M. D. and F. R. &. 


Tx Aſſembly and Feaſt was held at Fiſhman- 
gers-Hall, the 28th of April, 1737 : The Grand- 
Maſter with his Wardens, the Duke of Richmond, 
the Earls of Craufurd, and WWemys, Lord Gras | 
the Stewards and other Brethren, attended the 
Grand-Maſter ele& in a ſolemn Manner, preceded 
by a fine Band of Muſick, to the Hall where every 
Thing was tranſacted as before. Upon the 15th 
of November, 1737, an occaſional Lodge was held 
at A, of which the Reverend Dr. Deſaguliers 

Was 
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was Maſter, Mr, William Gofton and Mr. Eraſmus 
King, Wardens; the other Brethren that formed the 


Lodge were, Charles, Lord Baltimore, Colonel Lum- 


ley, Major Maddan, Mr. Duniyer, and Mr. Vraden; 
when his Royal Highneſs FREDERICK gate 
Prince of A. E S, was in due Form introduced 

and made an entered Prentice and Fellow-Craft ; 
and was alſo made a Maſter-Maſon by the ſame 
Lodge, who in due Time aſſembled there again 
for that Purpoſe. The Book of Conſtitutions be- 
ing printed and ſuperviſed by proper Perſons, was 
ordered to be publiſhed. His Worſhip granted 
Deputations to James Watſon, Eſq; to be Provin- 
cial Grand-Maſter of the Iſland of Montſerrat; 
George Hamilton, Eſq; of Geneva ; Henry William 
Marſhalch, Eſq; hereditary Mareſchal of Thy- 
ringia, of Upper-Saxeny ; William Douglas, Eſq; 
on the Coaſt of Africa and the Iſlands of America, 
where no Provincial is already deputed; and n 


Richard Riggs, of Neu- Tort. 
Grand-UMaſter. 


H. Barber, Marg. of CAERNARVON, now D. of Cuannes, | 
| Dejury e, | 
Jenn Warp, Eg; 
Grand- Wardens. 


Tan G. GRAHAM and Captain A. 10 
THe 
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Tar Feaſt was held at Z/mongers- Hall the 
27th of April, 1738, at which were preſent-the 
, Grand-Maſter, his Deputy and Wardens, the 
Duke 6f Richmond, the Earls of [nchiguin and Lou- 
doun, Lord Celerane, the Earl of Kintore, Lord 
Crrey, the Stewards and many other Brethren, 
when every Thing was tranſacted as heretofore. 
Brother Revis, Grand-Secretary, declined accept- 
ing the Office of Treaſurer, as he judged the hold- 
ing both was incompatible with each other; how- 
ever the Lodge requeſted him to act as ſuch, till 
a Perſon every Way qualified for the Office of 
Treaſurer could be found. Soon after John Feſſe, 
Eſq; Comptroller of the Poſt-Office, was choſen 
Treaſurer, being nominated by the Grand-Maſter, 
and approved by the Communication. A Scheme 
was propoſed for the placing out Maſons Sons Ap- 
prentices ; but after long Debates the Propoſal was 
rejected, as it would too much affect the Fund of 
Charity, The Right Worſhipful Grand- Maſter 
preſented the Society with a large Jewel of Gold 
for the Uſe of their Secretary, being two croſs: 
Pens in. a Knot; the Knot and Points of the 
Pens being moſt curiouſly enamell'd: And ap- 
pointed William Horton, Eſq; Provincial Grand- 
Maſter for the Pen A of the N of 
Pork, | 
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Grand- Maſter. 


ROBERT RAVMON D, Lord RAYMOND, 


Deputy- Grand- Maſter. 
WILLIAM GRAEME, Dr. of Phyſic, and F. R.S. 


Grand- Wardens. 
J. Hervey TRHURSBZVY and Ros, For, Efqrs, 


Tas Marquis of Carrnarvon; Grand-Maſter, 
with his Officers, the Earls of Loudoun and Darn- 


la, late Grand-Maſters, the Duke of Gordon, and 


many other noble and eminent Brethren, attend- 
ed by the Grand-Maſter elect on May 3, 1739, 
proceeded in a regular Manner to Fiſhmongers- 
Hall, with a Band of Muſick beſore them; where 
every Thing was elegantly conducted, and Plea- 
ſure * Satisfaction appeared throughout all the 


numerous Aſſembly, In the ſeveral Communica- 4 


tions his Lordſhip redreſſed ſome Grievances, and 
ordered the Laws to be ſtrictly executed againſt all 


Irregularities, or whatever elſe that in its Conſe®. | 


quences might tend to the breaking the Cement of 


the Fraternity, Brother Crudeli, a Priſoner in the 


Inquiſition at Flprence, had twenty Pounds remitted” 
him by the Communication for his preſent Relief, 


| and it was reſolved that proper Meaſures might he 


concerted for his Enlargement. The Marquis des 


Marches was appointed Provincial Grand- "> 
or 
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for Savy and Pizdmont : And a Deputation was 


granted for conſtituting a Lodge at © tr 
the Canton of Bern. 


Grand- Maſter. 


Joan Kirk, Earl of KIN TORE. 


Deputy- Grand- Maſter. 
WILLIAM GRAEME, Dr. of Phyſick, and F.R.S. 


Grand-Wardens. 


JAuEs Ruck and WiLL, VAUGHAN, Elars. 


Tu Grand- Maſter was attended to Haber- 
daſpers- Hall, April 22, 1740, with the ſame 
State as formerly, by George Payne, Eſq; Dr. De- 
ſaguliers, the Earls of Loudoun and Darnley, paſt 
Grand-Maſters; Martin Folkes, Thomas Baiſon, 
and John Ward, Eſqrs, paſt Deputy-Grand- 
Maſters ; with many other reverend, eminent 
and learned Brethren, + The Irregularities be- 
fore complained of, were now redreſſed, and in a 
ſucceeding Communication, Charles Crauford,, 
'. Eſq; from St. Michael's Lodge at Barbadoes, at- 
tended and paid ten Guineas for the Uſe of the 
general Charity. His Lordſhip appointed his Ex- 
celleney, General James Keith, to be Provincial 
Grand-Maſter of all Ruſſia; Matthias Albert. 
Luttman, Eſq; Provincial Grand-Maſter of Ham- 
burgh, and the Circle of Lower-Saxony ; Edward 
* Eq; for the Weſt- n of Yorkſhire, in 


the 
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the Room of Milliam Horton, Eſq; deceaſed ; and 


Thomas Baxter, Eſq; his Majeſty's Attorney= 
General of the Iſland of Barbadoes, to be Pro- 


vincial Grand-Maſter there, and of all the Iſlands 
to the Windward of Gaurdaloup.. 


r 
J. DovG1As, E. of MoRToN, Kt. of the Thiſtle, 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 
MARTIN CLARE, M. A. and F. R. S, 


Grand-Wardens. 


W. VAUGHAN, and BEN). Fasern, Eſqrs. 


Tur annual Aſſembly and Feaſt was held at 
Haberdaſbers-Hall, March 19, 1740-1, with 
the uſual Solemnity; there being preſent George 
Payne, Eſq; Dr. Deſaguliers, the Earls of Lou- 
doun and Darnley, and the Marquis of Caernarvon, 
formerly Grand-Maſters; Lord Ward, Martin ; 
Falles, Eſq; Sir Robert Lawley, Baronet, former 


Grand-Officers : The Earls of Perth and Clan- 


rickard, his Excellency Major-General Count 
Trouches de Waldburg, Miniſter Plenipotentiary, 
and M. Andrie, Envoy from the King of Pyuſſia, 
Baron Waſſenberg, Envoy from Sweden, M. Beil. 
field, Secretary to the Pruſſian Embaſſy, Count 
Harrach, Count O Daniel, and many other Bre- 
thten, with a large Band of Muſick. This 
val Aſſembhy was conducted with the greateſt 
Harmon 
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Harmony and Decorum. In the ſeveral Com- 
munications, ſome ſeaſonable Laws were paſſed, and 
Regulations made for future Proceſſions and Cere- 
monials too long here to enumerate. A Brother 
impriſoned at St. Sebaſtian's, in Spain, was ordered 
immediate Relief, The Grand-Mafter preſented 
a Staff of Office to the Treaſurer, of neat Work- 
manſhip; and then it was determined, that the ſaid 


Treaſurer ſhould be annually elected; and that the 


Treaſurer, the Secretary and Swordbearer ſhall be 
eſteemed Members of all grand Lodges or general 
Communications. A large Cornelian Seal of the 
Maſons Arms, properly embelliſhed, and ſet in 
Gold, was preſented to the Grand-Maſter by 
Malliam Vaughan, Eſq; ſenior Grand-Warden, 


___ 'Grand-Maſter. 
Joun Warp, Lord Warn, 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 


Sir RoB ER T LA WL EY, Baronet. 


Grand- Wardens, 


J ; Hop, M D. and F. R. S. and 8. BERINGTON, Eſq; | 


"Tun Earl of Morton, with bis Officers, waited 
upon the Grand - Maſter elect at his Houſe in 
Brook- fireet, on April 27, 1742, and from thence 


went in ſolemn Proceſſion and great State to 
Haberdaſbers- Hall, together with the Earls of 


4 and Darnley, and the Marquis of Caer- 


narvon, 
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narvon, former Grand-Maſters, ſeveral former 
Grand- Officers, the Earl of Angleſea, and a 
great Number of eminent and learned Bre- 
thren, preceded by a Band of Muſick : Never 
more Harmony was known among Maſons than 
at this General Aſſembly. His Lordſhip being 
entered upon the Exerciſe of his high Office, loſt 
no Time in applying the moſt effectual and ſpeedy 
Remedies to all growing Evils in the Craft ; re- 
commended to his Officers the greateſt Vigilance 
and Care in their reſpective Stations; and himſelf- 
ſet them a noble Example of what they and the 
Fraternity had to expect, by adviſing thoſe Lodges 
that were much decreaſed in their Members, to co- 
aleſce with others in the like Circumſtances ; and 
thoſe Lodges who had been negligent in their 
Attendance, after proper Admonitions, had their 
Conſtitutions reſtored, and thoſe that continued con- 
tumacious were annulled. Summonſes were ordered 
to be iſſued out, commanding the Attendance of 
ſeveral Lodges againſt a certain Day therein fixed, 
to ſhew Cauſe why they had not attended within 
the Time limited by the Laws of the Fraternity. 
In all which Inſtances his Lordſhip manifeſted the 
tendereſt Regard for the Intereſts of the Craft, by 
Lenity and Forbearance of proceeding to Extre- 
mities; yet by a Reſolution, hitherto almoſt un- 
known, ſupported and ſtrengthened the Weak ; ani- 
mated and confirmed the Strong ; reproyed and ad- 
moniſhed the Negligent, wherever wanting: 80 
that the Cement of the Society with the Una- 
0 nimity 


Sr 
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nimity and Harmony, that has for all Ages ſub- 
fiſted among Maſons, was never more preſerved, 
nor ſhone more bright, The Seaſon of the Year 
being far advanced, many of the Grand Officers 
and noble Brethren being abroad on the publick Ser- 
vice, the Communication poſtponed the annual 
Aſſembly, and unanimouſly prayed his Lordſhip 
to continue at their Head for another Year ; which 
he kindly accepted, and invited all that pleaſed to 
dine with him at Hamp/tead, on the 16th of May, 
1743, Where they attended accordingly, In a 
Communication, Mr. Francis Byam, Maſter of 
the Court-houſe Lodge, at St. John's, in Antigua, 
attended, and made Report, that the Society there 
have built an elegant Lodge-room, ſixty Feet long, 
and thirty in Breadth ; With a neat Room adjoin- 

ing, for the receiving and entertaining of ſtrange 
Brethren ; and requeſted, that they might be here- 
after denominated, The Great Lodge at St. John's. 
His Lordſhip appointed the following Provincial 
Grand-Maſters, Mr. William Ratchdale, of the 
County of Lancaſter ; Ballard Beckford, George 
Hynde, and Alexander Crawford, Eſqrs. of Ja- 
maica; and Thomas Oxnard, Eſq; of North- Ame- 
rica: And granted a Deputation for holding 
the Great Lodge of the Union at PFranck- 
fort on the Mayne, in Germany; and alſo one for 
conſtituting the Lodge of St. George, in the Empe- 
ror's Court at Hamburgh. At the Concluſion of all 
theſe ſignal Services, his Lordſhip took his Leave 
of the Fraternity, in a general Communication, 


G 
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in a moſt tender and affectionate Manner, ex hort- 
ing them all in their reſpective Stations to a firm 
Adherence to their Laws and Regulations, to be 
juſt and true to one another, as well as to all the 
World, as the only Means that could, and which 
undoubtedly would Es them free and happy to 
the End of Time. 


_ Crand-Maſter, 


THOMAS LyoN, Earl of STRATHMORE. 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 


WILLIAM VAUGHAN, Eſq; 


Grand-Wardens. 


W. CI A IME, M. P. and F. R. S. and FoTHERLEY BAx ER, Eſq; | 


On the the 2d of May, 1744, Lord Ward, 
'Grand-Maſter, with his Officers, George Payne, 
Eſq; the Earls of Loudoun and Morton, former 
Grand-Maſters, attended the Grand-Maſter ele& 
with the uſual Solemnity and Ceremony, and three 
Bands of Muſick, to Fihmongers-Hall, according 
to ancient Uſage. Moſt of this Year, the Grand» 
Maſter being abſent, the Care and Management of 
the Fraternity's Affairs devolved to the other 
Grand-Officers, who were very active for the 
general Good of the whole Body. His Lordſhip 
appointed Alured Popple, Eſq; Provincial Grand- 
Maſter of the Iſland of Bermudas. 

| Gar 
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Grand-Maſter. 
8 James CransToun, Lord CANTON. 5 
Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 
| EDWARD Hop, Doctor of Phyſick and F. R. S. 
Grand- Wardens. 


ForHERLE BAKER and Tho. SMI T EH, Eſq; 


On the 18th of April, 1745, Lord Ward, as 
Grand-Maſter, with his Officers, George Payne, 
Eſq; and the Earl of Loudoun, former Grand- 
Maſters, Martin Clare, M. A. and F. R. S. Sir 
Robert Lawley, Baronet, Samuel Berington and Ben- 
jamin Gaſcoyne, Eſqrs. former Grand Officers, with 
2 numerous Concourſe of Brethren, and three 
Bands of Muſick, waited on the Grand- Maſter 
elect in Proceſſion to Drapers-Hall. Brother 
Moody, who had for ſeveral Years been Sword- 
| bearer to his Worſhip, reſigned that Office on the 
Account of his ill State of Health; and requeſted 
of the Lodge to accept of the Badge uſually worn 
by him in Communication. The Grand-Maſter ö 
thereupon appointed Mr. Thomas Slaughter hig 
Swordbearer. His Lordſhip having exerciſed his 2 
Office for a Year, with great Reputation and . * 
Honour to himſelf, and to the Advantage of the 
whole Fraternity ; they unauimouſly preſſed his 

G 2 Lord- 
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Lordſhip's Preſidence over them for another 
4 Year : And as the Seaſon was advancing apace, 
| and many cf the great Officers and Nobility in 
' Flanders, ſo that the annual Aſſembly could not 
| conveniently be held; his Lordſhip invited the Fra- 
| ternity to take a Dinner with him at Hampſtead, 
| the 3d of May, 1746; which was with Pleaſure 
accepted of, and concluded with the higheſt Satis- 
faction. In a ſucceeding Communication a Letter 
þ was received from the Brethren of the Lodge at 
| Calcutta, in the Kingdom of Bengal, ſetting forth, 
that the ſaid Lodge was in a very flouriſhing State, 
and very numerous, inſomuch that there was a 
Neceſſity of ſeparating, in order to form a new 
| Lodge, and prayed the Grand- Maſter to conſtitute 
A them a new Lodge, by the Name of the Third 
| Lodge at Calcutta, and ſent therewith ten Pounds 
for the general Charity ; whereupon a Committee 
k was appointed to draw up an Anſwer to their Let- 
| ter, and to comply with their Requeſt, concluding 
| 
þ 
| 


with the Grand-Maſter and Communications 
hearty Wiſhes for the Continuance of thoſe truly 
laudable Diſpoſiti ions and faithful Endeavours of 
the Fraternity in India. His Lordſhip ordered 
the Proceſſions to be diſcontinued, and appointed 
San Rebert Commins N Grand-Maſter 
ſor Cape- Breien and Lauiſbourg; and granted a De- , 

Putation for conſlituting a Lodge at Copenbogen, 1 in 

. Denmark, 


Grand- 
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Grand- Maſter, 
WILLIAM ByRON, Lord BY Rox. 
Deputy- Grand-Maſter. 
For HERLEY BAKER, Eſq; 
Grand-Wardens. 
The Hon, RozzzT ganizr and TroMAs Jerrxrys, Eſq; 


MR. Daniel Carne was appointed Sword- 
bearer to the Right Worſhipful Grand-Maſter 
in the Room' of Brother Slaughter, On the 
zoth of April, 1747, the annual Aſſembly 


and Feaſt was held at Drapers- Hall, at * 0 


were preſent Grand- Maſter Cranſtoun, with his 
Officers, the Grand- Maſter elect, George Payne, 
Eſq; and Lord Hard, former Grand- Maſters, 
| MartinClare, M. A. and F. R. S. and Sir Robert 
Lawley, Baronet, Martin O Commer, Benjamin Goſ- 
coyne and Samuel Berington, Eſqrs. former Grand- 


Officers, John Feſfſe, Eſq; Treaſurer, with their 


Excellencies Monfieur Andrie, Miniſter from the 
King of, Pruſſia, Baron Hoffman, Miniſter from, 
the King of Poland, Baron Reydeſel, and a great 
Number of eminent Brethren : The W hole was 


concluded with great Harmony, as of old among 
| G 3 5 a 
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Maſons, The Laws relating to the, Committee of 
Charity were by his Lordſhip's Orders inſpected, 
printed and diſtributed to all the Lodges, for Rea- 
ſons not neceſſary here to enumerate. A very 
handſome Contribution to the general Charity was 
ſent from the Lodge at Gibraltar. During five 
Years that his Lordſhip preſided over the Fraternity, 
all neceſſary Means were made uſe of to preſerve 
their Rights and Privileges, to redreſs Grievances, 
and ſuccour Diſtreſs, when and wherever required : 
In his Lordſhip's Abſence the Buſineſs devolved 
upon Deputy-Grand-Maſter Baker and Grand-Se- 
- Cretary Revis; than the former few have excelled 
him in the Knowledge of the Laws and Regula- 
tions of the Society, or have with more Zeal and 
Induſtry defended them; and the latter for his 
long and faithful Services to the Fraternity in the 
perfect and punctual Execution of his Office, which, 
if ever to be equalled, can never be excelled, His 
Lordſhip appointed the following Provincial Grand» 
Maſters, Villiam Allen, Eſq; Recorder of Phila- 
delphia, of the Province of Penſyluania, Count 
Danneskiold Laurwig, of the Kingdoms of Den- 
mark and Norway, Lieutenant Colonel James- 
Adolphus Oughton, of the Ifland of Minorca, and 
Mr. Francis Goelet, of the Province of New York, in 
the Room of Richard Riggs, Eſq; now in England: of 
And alſo granted Deputations for conſtituting the 
Lodge of Orange at Rotterdam, and St. Martin $ 
Lodg ge at Copenhagen, in Denmark, 


| Grand- 
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Grand-Maſter, | 


Joan ProBy, Lord CAR YsToRT. 


Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 
Tron As MANNINGHAM, Doctor of Phyſick. 


Grand-Wardens. 


The Hon. IA. Caxmicnart and Sir Rien. WROTTESLEY, Bt, 


TRE annual Aſſembly and Feaſt was held on the 
20th of March, 1752, at Drapers- Hal!, at which 
were preſent the Right Worſhipful Grand- Maſter 
Byron, with his Deputy, the Grand-Maſter elect, 
George Payne, Eſq; the Earl Loudoun and Lord Ward, 
former Grand- Maſters, Sir Robert Lawley, Baronet, 
Dr. Hod, Martin O Connor, Fohn- Hervey Thurſby, 
and Robert Foy, Eſqrs. former Grand Officers, John 
Fefſe, Eiq; Treaſurer, with above three Hundred 
other eminent and learned Brethren 3 much Har- 
mony, the old Cement of the Fraternity, abound- 
ing throughout the whole large Aſſembly, and all 
expreſſing the greateſt Joy at the happy Occaſion 
of their meeting, after a longer Receſs than had 
been uſual, occaſioned chiefly by the Attention of 
all Perſons, and eſpecially the Maſons, being fixed 
on the Re- eſtabliſhment of the publick Peace, 
| Which ever brought Bleflings in Abundance, and 
all defirable Honour and Efteem with the Good 
and Great, to the ancient and peaceable Frater- 

ky G4 nity, 
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nity, However high the Hopes of all that wiſhed 
well to the Cauſe might be, their moſt ſanguine 
Wiſhes were ſoon out-done by the Induſtry, Vigi- 
lance and unwearied Labours of their Grand- 
Mafter ; for his Lordſhip had no ſooner entered 
upon the'Exerciſe of his high Office, than the In- 
fluence of his Application to the real Intereſts of 
the Craft became viſible to all, and their publick 
Fund in a very ſhort Time greatly increaſed. On 
the 18th of June, 1752, his Lordſhip called a Com- 
munication, and laid before them an Eſtimate of 
their Stock, a Contribution of eight Pounds from 
the Iſland of Minorca, with a Copy of their Bye- 
Laws, together with what Letters and Me- 
morials had been ſent to his Lordſhip, ſetting 
forth the State and Condition of the Maſons, 
throughout the World; and then by his Au- 
thority. approved the Law made for granting a 
certain Sum towards defraying the Expences of the 
SGrand-Secretary and his Aſſiſtant in each Com- 
munication; and concluded with a bold and ſpi- 
rited Exhortation, that the Laws and Regulations 
might be punctually and. faithfully executed; and 
recommended to the Officers preſent, without any 
Exceptions, that good Decorum, peaceable and 
prudent Behaviour be inculcated by them, and 
ſtrictly obſerved in their Lodges, that the Craſt 
may not ſuffer by the Negligence, Imprudence or 
Want of Skill in thoſe who ought continually to 
watch for its Welfare ; and that he was ready, 
waenever called upon, to go in Perſon, and ſee 

that 
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that theſe his Injunctions were every where exe- 
cuted according to the Letter: All which was 
received by the Brethren with univerſal Applauſe 
and Approbation. During his Lordſhip's Receſs, 
Deputy-Grand-Maſter ManninGHAM viſited 
the Lodges in the remoteſt Parts of the I cwn, or 
wherever his Preſence was thought neceſſary, re- 
dreſſing what was amiſs in the Execution of the 
Laws, and giving them the moſt prudent Advice 
for their future Obſervance and laſting Advantage; 
and the Whole of his Proceedings was conducted 
with ſuch Candour and Afﬀability, as muſt endear 
that diligent and active Officer to all the Brethren, 
His Lordſhip was no ſooner returned to Town, 
than he called a ſecond Communication ; at which 
were preſent, beſides the acting Grand Officers, 
Dr. Hody and Fotherley Baker, Eſq; former De- 
puty-Grand-Maſters, William Pye, Eſq; John 
Feſſe, Eſq; Treaſurer, and the moſt numerous 
Communication that bad been for many Vears; 
the Contributions to the general Charity amounted 
to ſeventy Pounds and upwards. It was then 
moved, that, in order to render the Maſons Cha- 
rity as extenſive as poſſible, all foreign Brethren, 
of what Nation or Profeſſion ſoever they might 
be, ſhould, after proper Examination, be relieve 
with a certain Sum immediately; which was una- 
nimouſly approved. The great Services of his. 
Lordſhip, prompted the whole Fraternity, to in- 
treat his preſiding over them for another Year: 
which his Lordſhip was s pleaſed to comply with,, 


8 | to 
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to the great Joy of all that wiſhed the Advance- 
ment and Glory of the Craft. 

His Lordſhip held the Aſſembly and Feaſt at 
Leather: ſollers- Hall the 3d of April, 1753, at which 
were preſent George Payne, Eſq; and Lord Ward, 
former Grand-Maſters ; William Vaughan, Eſq; 
Dr. Hody, Fotherley Baker, Martin O' Conner, Eſqrs. 
former Grand-Officers, and John Feſſe, Eſq; Trea- 
ſurer, with a numerous Body of Brethren ; when 
all Cuſtoms and Solemnities were obſerved accord- 


ing to the ancient and venerable Uſage of Maſons. 


His Lordſhip appointed, for the Service of che 
current Vear, 


| Grand- Wardens. 


Sir "> WroTTESLY, Bt. and Fra, BLAXE DzLavat, 5005 


TAI Grand- Maſler having retired to his Coupe 
try-Seat for the Summer, the Deputy-Grand-Maſter 
called a Communication on the 14thof June, 1753 
in which, among other important Buſineſs, Mr. 
George Clarke was choſen Treaſurer, in the Room of 
John 7eſje, Eſq; deceaſed. His Lordſhip alſo appoint- 
ed Provincial Grand-Maſters as follows, William 
Pye, Eſq; for the County of Cormuall, James Mon- 

triſor, Eſq; of Gibraltar, his Excellency John Tin- 
ker, Eſq; Governor of the Bahama Iſlands, Pro- 
vincial Grand-Maſter of the ſame, Sir Robert de 
Cornwall, Baronet, Provincial of the Counties of 

Worcęſter, Glouceſter, Salop, Monmouth and Here- 
ä for d ; 5 
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ford; and George Harriſon, Eſq; for the Province 


of New-York, in the Room of Mr. Goelet, who 


deſired to reſign, 
THROUGHOUT this golden ra of the Fra- 


ternity, the Royal Art has been carefully and dili- - 


gently propagated, the nobleſt Evidences of true 
old Architecture every where abounding, and 


perhaps never appeared to greater Advantage 


ſince the Auguſtan Age; as theſe Nations in 


their high Taſte for Building and Culture of 
the Sciences, far exceed the reſt of Europe S0 


that the abſolute and compleat Reſtoration of 
every Thing ancient, noble, great and elegant 


in Architecture has been by Fate reſerved to 


be compleated in theſe happy Iſlands : And. that 


whilſt any of thoſe goodly Structures continue to 
reſiſt the Ruins of Time, the Fame and Glory of 


the moſt ancient Fraternity in the World will be 
honoured and eſteemed, by all that love true Know- 
| ledge; and joining the operative and moral Archi- 
tet tagether with the conſtant Practice of the 
moſt extenſive Humanity, Benevolence and Cha- 
rity ; ſeem to promiſe a Continuation till the final: 
Conſummation of all Things. ; 
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A ſhort Account of the Riſe and Eſta- 


bliſhment of the general Fund of Cha- 
rity for the Relief of diftreſſed Maſons, 


Y the original Order and Conſtitution of Na- 
ture, Men are ſo made and framed that they 

of Neceſſity want one another's Aſſiſtance for their 
mutual Support and Preſervation in the World : 


| Being fitted by an implanted Diſpoſition to live in 


Societies, and eſtabliſh themſelves into diſtin Bo- 
dies for the more effectual promulging and propa- 
gating a Communication of Arts, Labour and In- 


| duſtry, of which Charity and mutual Friendſhip 


is the common Bond: It is in this Reſpect only that 
all the human Race ſtand upon a Level, having all 


the ſame Wants and Deſires, and are all in "the 
ſame Need of each others Aſſiſtance, as by this 


common Cement every one is bound to look upon 
himſelf as a Member of this univerſal Community; 
and eſpecially the Rich and Great; for the truly 


noble Diſpoſition never ſhines ſo bright as when 


engaged in the noble Purpoſes of ſocial Love, 
Charity and Benevolence. Influenced by theſe 


| great and good Principles, Charles, Duke of Rich- 


mand, Lenox, and Aubigny, being Grand-Maſter, 


Martin Folkes, Eſq; Deputy-Grand-Maſter, George. 


Payne and Francis Sorell, Eſqrs, Grand-Wardens, 


the Officers of forty- five Lodges being preſent, 


Francis 
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Francis Scott, Eat] of Dalkeith, the laſt Grand- 
Maſter propoſed in Purſuance of Regulation the 
XIIIth. that in order to promote and extend the 
old charitable Diſpoſition of Maſons, that a com- 
mon Stock be formed, and the Money thence a- 
riſing be put into the Hands of a Treaſurer, a 
Brother of known Worth and Integrity, at every 
Communication, for the Help and Relief of diſ- 
treſſed Brethren throughout the World. This 
Motion was readily agreed to, and his Grace com- 
manded all that were preſent to come prepared the 
next Communication, to put the finiſhing Hand 
to this deſirable and excellent Work; which being 
accordingly done and great Progreſs nada therein, 
Grand-Maſter Richmond named a Committee for. 
conſidering of the moſt effectual Means to bring 
about this grand Deſign. The Committee ſoon 
after met and choſe William Cowper, Eſq; Clerk of 
the Parliament, for their Chairman, who, after 
maturely weighing as well the Deſign as the End 
of their Charge, attended the Communication 
with their Report, which the Grand-Maſter or- 
dered to be read and recorded, and Copies of the 
Report were ſent to all the Lodges, as follows: 


HE Committee, to whom it was referred to 

conſider of proper Methods to regulate the 

general Charity, after ſeveral Meetings for that 

Pures came to the following Reſolutions, which 
they 
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they ſubmit to the Judgment of the Grand Lodge, 
as conducive to the End 9 by the Re- 
ference, 
I, THAT it is the Opinion of the Ooenmnitia, 
that the Contributions from the ſeveral Lodges be 
paid quarterly and voluntarily. 
II. THarT no Brother be recommended by any 
Lodge, as an Object of this Charity, but who was a 
Member of ſome regular Lodge, which ſhall con- 
tribute to the fame Charity on or before the 21ſt 
Day of November, 1724, when the general Cha- 
rity was firſt propoſed in the Grand Lodge, 
III. Tnar no Brother, who has been admitted 
a Member of any ſuch Lodge ſince that Time, or 
{hall hereafter be ſo admitted, be recommended 
till three Years after ſuch Admiſſion : And as to 
the Methods or Rules to be obſerved by the Grand 
Lodge in relieving ſuch Brethren who ſhall be 
qualified as aforeſaid, whom they ſhall think fit, 
upon Application to themſelves, to relieve, vis. 
Thoſe concerning the Circumſtances of the Pex- 
ſons to be relieved, the Sums to be paid, the Times 
or Terms of Payment, the Continuance, ſuſpend - 
ing or taking off ſuch Allowance, with the Rea- 
ſons thereof, whether ariſing from the Circum- 
ſtances of the aſſiſted Brother being bettered, or 
from his Behaviour in any Reſpect rendering him 
unfit to have it continued, and in general all other 
Circumſtances attending the regular and ordinary 
Diſtribution of the Charity, where the Grand: 


_—_ 
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Lodge think fit to put any one upon it, the Com- 
mittee are of Opinion they are moſt decently and 
ſecurely left to the Wiſdom, Care and Diſcretion 
of the Grand Lodge, to do therein from Time to 
Time as Caſes ſhall happen, in a Manner moſt 
agreeable to the Exigencies of them; which as the 
Committee cannot foreſee with any Certainty, ſo 
they are unable to Iay down any fixed Propoſals. 
concerning them; but as it may fall out that a 
Brother, who is in all Reſpects qualified for Re- 
lief, and in Need of it, may by the Preſſure of 
his Circumſtances be forced to apply, perhaps, a 
good While before a quarterly Communication 
may be had, or the Grand Lodge aſſembled, for a 
preſent Relief or Subſſiſtance, till he can make his 
Caſe known to the grand Lodge for their further 

Favour: The Committee took that Caſe into their 
particular Conſideration; and as to that, are hum- 
bly of Opinion, 

IV. THAT three Pounds, and no more, 
be given to any particular diſtreſſed Brother, who 
ſhall be recommended by any Lodge as an Obje& 
of this Charity, without the Conſent of the Grand 
Lodge. 

V. THAT the aboveſaid caſual Charity, of 
three Pounds or under, be diſpoſed of as there ſhall 
be Occaſion, by a ſtanding Committee of Five, 
to conſiſt of the Grand-Maſter, Deputy, and 
fenior Grand-Warden for the Time being, and 
two other Members of the Grand Lodge, to be 


named 
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named by the Grand-Maſfter, of which Committee | 
three always to be a Quorum, And it being abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that, for collecting and diſburſing 
the Sums which {ſhall be given for ſo charitable a 
Purpoſe, there ſhould be a Receiver or Treaſurer 
publickly entruſted and known, the Committee 
were further of Opinion, 

VI. Tram there be a Treaſurer to be nomi- 
nated by the Grand-Maſter, and approved by the 
Grand Lodge : And, | 

VII. Thar after the firſt Nomination, all fu- 
ture Treaſurers be nominated upon every Election 
of a Grand-Maſter, by the new elected Grand- 
Maſter, and approved as before. 

VIII. Trar all Recommendations of any 
Brother, as an Object of the caſual Charity of 
three Pounds or under, be made to the ſaid Trea- 
ſurer, who is to give Notice of the Application 
forthwith to the Committee of Fi ive for their Di- 
rections in the Matter. 

TE Committee then proceeded to conſider of 
a Propoſal made to them, viz. That the Treaſurer 
ſhould from Time to Time give ſome collateral 
Security for the due Performance of his Truſt, 
which they found or judged to be a Matter of 
ſome Nicety in many Reſpects, as well in Regard - 
that it is probable none will ever be named to that 
Employment of Trouble and no Profit, but ſome Bro- 
ther of Diſtinction and Sufficiency, and who there- 
fore rather does than receives a Fayour in it; as that 


for 
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for the ſame Reaſon ſuch Brother would not care 
to aſk any others, eſpecially not of the Craft, to 
be collateral Security for him; nor would any 

other, in all Likelihood, in a voluntary Undertak- 
ing of this Nature, which induced the Committee 
to think that the requiring any ſuch Kind of Se- 
curity would render it at leaſt very difficult, if not 

impracticable, to get any Treaſurer at all, more 
eſpecially ſuch a one in Reſpect of Rank and Eſti- 
mation, as the Committee believes every Brother 
would be glad always to ſee in that Truſt; and 
whoſe acting in it would really prove highly for 
the Credit and Service of the Deſign itſelf ; for 
which, and many other Reaſons of the ſame Ten- 
dency, the Committee concluded againſt requiring 
of the Treaſurer any ſuch collateral Security, or 
that he ſhould find any other Perſons to be bound 
with, or for him; yet however unneceſſary they 
think it may, and hope it always will be, to re- 
quire even any Security whatſoever from one whoſe 
Rank, Fortune, Probity, and Honour, might be alone 
ſuſficient in the Caſe, and acting eſpecially in a Mat- 
ter of publick Charity to Maſons, himſelf a Maſon, 
and under the high and ſolemn Tye and Obligation 
of that great Character: The Committee notwith- 
ſtanding conceived, that no Brother, who may be 
nominated for that Purpoſe, would probably de- 
cline giving the grand Lodge the Satisfaction, if 
they require it, of his own ſingle perſonal Se- 


curity; and therefore ſubmit it as their humble 
Opinion, 


IX. THAT 
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IX. Tamar the Treaſurer do give his perſonat 
Security, by his own Bond, to the Grand-Maſter, 
Deputy-Grand-Maſter, and ſenior Grand-Warden, 
and the two Brothers of the aforeſaid Committee 

af Five, not Officers, in the Penalty and with Con- 
dition to be approved by the Grand Lodge here- 

after, if they think fit to require it. 
Ap as concerning the Treaſurer's Accounts, 
the Committee were further of Opinion, 

X. THAT the Treaſurer do produce his Ac- 
counts of his Receipts and Diſburſements (either 
by Order of the Grand Lodge, or Committee of 
Five) fair, and lay them before the Grand Lodge 
at every quarterly Communication, with the 
Vouchers for the Diſburſements; the Items of the 
Accounts to be then publickly read over, and if 
any Diſpute or Difficulty ſball ariſe upon any of 
them, the Matter to be referred to ſuch five Bre- 
thren prefent, as the Perfon then preſiding ſhall 
nominate, and the Gfand Lodge approve, to exa- 
mine into the Grounds of the ſame againſt the 
next quarterly Communication, when they are to 
report their Proceedings in the Caſe, with the State 
of it for the final Judgment and Direction of the. 
Grand Lodge: And, 

XI. Trar the Treaſurer's Accounts be al- 
lowed from Time to Time by the Grand-Maſter's 
fgning them, as allowed in the Grand Lodge, and. 
any ſeven Maſters of Lodges preſent atteſting ſuch 
ſigning in their Preſence, and two. Copies of ſuch 


Accounts, 
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Accounts, ſigned by the Treaſurer, to be forth- 


with delivered by him to the two Brethren of the 
Committee of Five, not Officers, each one to be 


kept by them reſpeQively ; and the Secretary to | 


enter the Account ſo ſigned and allowed in the 
Grand-Maſter's Book. And, 


THE Committee foreſeeing, that ſuch a Perſon 


as it may be thought proper to nominate from 
Time to Time to the Office of Treaſurer upon 
this Occaſion, might from many Cauſes not al- 
ways be able to attend the perſonal Diſcharge o of 


it: And judging it reaſonable that if he requires 


or wants the Aſſiſtance of another, ſuch Aſſiſtant 


ſhould have a ſuitable Reward, which, as the Trea- 


ſurer himſelf makes no Profit, cannot be expected 
he ſhould be at the Charge of : Therefore they do 
further ſubmit it as their Opinion, 

XII. THAT if the Treaſurer, when appointed, 
ſhall find it neceſſary to employ under him an 
Aſſiſtant or Clerk, he may be at Liberty ſo to do; 
ſuch Clerk or Aſſiſtant to be a Brother; and to have 
ſuch Allowance from Time to Time, by Way of 
Poundage, as the aforeſaid Committee of Five ſhall 
think fit, out of the Monies paſſing through the 
Treaſurer's Hands, not exceeding twelve Pence in 
the Pound, without the particular Allowance 
and Direction of the Grand Lodge; and this 


to be charged and allowed in the Treaſurer's 3. 
Accounts, 
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XIII. THe Committee think it neceſſary that 
every Treaſurer, upon his Appointment, be deſired 
to give the earlieſt general Notice he ean, where 
he may be applied to from Time to Time, for the 
Purpoſes of this Charity, as Need ſhall require; all 
which they ſubmit to your ieee and Direc- 
tion. 
ALEXANDER HARDPINE. 


DAT ZI TR. - Dan, HoucRTON. 


-  PAILILEYs: :; G. TAYLOR. 
Tuo. EDpWAR PDS. W. RicianDsON. 
WN. PETTY, J. T. DESAGULIERS, 


Fu this Report the ſucceeding ſhort Abſtract 
of the Laws relating to the Diſtribution of the 
Maſons Charity have been formed from Time to 
Time, as the Exigence of their Affairs required. 


The Laws relating to the GENIAL 
| . and the DIE oY 


Ric h MOND, G. M. 


1724. Nov. 21. 


\HAT for promoting the charitable Diſpoſi- 
tion of Free- Maſons, and rendering it more 
extenſively beneficial to the Society, a Collection 
be made in each Lodge, and paid into the Hands 


of a Treaſurer, towards raiſing a F und for the 
Relief 


S..... | | 
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Relief of ſuch diſtreſſed Brethren as ſhall be re- 
commended by ſome Lodge contributing to the 
ſame. | 
PAISLEY, G. M. 
: 1726, Feb. 28. 

THAT the Contributions of the ſeveral Lodges 
towards raiſing the above Fund be voluntary, and 
paid quarterly, - 
THAT no Heather ſhall partake” of the faid 


Charity until he ſhall have been five” Years a 


Member of ſome regular Lodge contributing to 
the ſame, 


KINGSTON, G. M. | 
1729, Dec. 27. 
Ordered, Taar, for the future, every Lodge 
of Maſons that ſhall be conſtituted by the Grand- 


Maſter, or by his Authority, ſhall pay two Guineas 


towards the Charity. 


Noxrolx, G. M. 


be referred to the Committee of Charity; who 
are to examine the ſame, and report their Opinion 
thereon to the next quarterly Communication. 
THarT no Petition ſhall be 2. if the Petiti- 
—— — — 
oner don't Attend the Committee in Perſon, ex- ex- 


cept in in Caſe of vickoeds eee or Inpriſpn- 
ment, 


1730, Dec. TH 
THAT all Complaints, Informations, and Pe- 
titions, to the Grand Lodge, ſhall for the future 


Loyn 1 


Fe 1 | * 
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1731, May 14. 
Tax the Committee ſhall have Power to diſ- 
poſe of any Sum not exceeding five Pounds, to- 
wards the Relief of any diſtreſſed Brother, as they 
{hall think proper. 
1731, June 18. 
THAT no Brother that has been once aſſiſted 
mall petition a Tecond Time for Charity, without | 
fome n new Allegation well atteſted. 


STRATHMORE, G. ME - 
1733, Dec. 13. 
THrar the preſent, and all former and future 
Grand-Officers, together with the Maſters of ſuch 
regular Lodges, as ſhall have contributed to the 
general Charity within twelve Months next pre- 
cCeeding the Meeting of any Committee of Charity, 
ſhall be Members of every ſuch Committee: And 
that all Queſtions, and other TranſaRions therein, 
thall be determined by the Majority preſent, _ 
Tux if the Caſe of a diſtreſſed Brother, on 
his Petition, appears to require more than five 
Pounds, the Committee ſhall refer the ſame to the 
next quarterly Communication. 


CRAUFURD, G. M. * 

2730 Feb. 24. 

Tur ne Relief ſhall be granted on any Peti- 
| tion for Charity, unleſs ſome Brother who Tas 


3 
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* ſame ſhall be preſent to atteſt the Truth 
thereof, or at leaſt, that the Subſcriptions thereto 
are genuine. 
1735, March 31. 

Tur no Perſon made a Maſon in a private 
and clandeſtine Manner, upon ſmall and unworthy 
Conſiderations, ſhall act as a Grand-Officer, or 
even. as an Officer of a private Lodge, or ſhall 
partake of the general Charity, 5.5.4 76 43 

Tur no Relief ſhall be granted, on am 1 
fion for Charity, unleſ unleſs the Name o the Fetiti- 
oner is expreſsly me mentioned therein, and the GR. 
cers, and the Majority of the other Members of 
ſotne. regular Lodge contributing to the general 
Charity do ſubſcribe the ſame, and certify, that 
they have known the Petitioner to have been in re-. 
putable, or at leaſt tolerable Circumſtances, 


WEYMOUTH, G. M. 
1736, April 6. 

Tust no Petition for Charity ſhall be pre- 
ſented to any Committee that hath not been leſt 1 
with the Grand- Secretary ten Days at af bens = 
the Meeting thereof, .*  : +, 1 


| Caernarvon, G. M. 5 
1739. 

Ordered, Tur every Lodge ſhall pay twWwWo 
Shillings and ſix Pence for a Removal; and one 
Shilling for changing the Time of meeting. 


o Py a 
* „ . % 


- RaymonD, 


: 7 r 1 MF * 4 . 
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RayMonn, G. M. a 
173% March 20. 


Ii T-a Brother's being intitled to, and receiv- 


ing Relief out of the Charity of a particular 
Lodge, in purſuance of the Laws thereof, ſhall be 
'-no, Objection to his being relieved out of the 
general Charity, in caſe ſuch Lodge ſhall contri- 


bute to the ſaid general Charity, according to the 
Laws of the Society. 2 


Monk rox, G. M. 
1741, Dec. 3. 


Tran before the Brethren proceed to Buſineſs 


in any Committee of Charity, all the Laws relat- 
ing to the Diſpoſal of the general Charity of this 


Society be firſt read ; and that, for the future, n 
Petition ſhall be received, unleſs every Brother 
| ive Mens Every, rom 


| ſhall, at the Time of his ſigning the ſame, be a 
Member of ſome regular Lodge, and the Name of 
L gular ENR | 8 
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ſuch his Lodge be always ſpecified. 


CARYSFORT, G. M. - 
1752, June 18. 
Gn THAT the Sum of three Guineas be 


- paid to the Grand-Secretary at every Communica- 

tion and annual Aſſembly for his own ineidental 

| Charges, and that of an Afſiſtant e out of 
the publick Fund. 


Ordered, THAT any foreign Brother, after a 
Examination, ſhall be relieved by this Committee, 
with any Sum not exceeding five Pounds, any Law 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

| EY: | THE 
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e . 
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At. 45 a of OYE Wen 
or when the M AS TER ſhall 


order i it. EE 
The Genenas Heaps, viz, 5 5 
J. F God and Religion. 
II. OF the Civil Magi/trate, ſupreme and ſub- 


ordinate, 


III. Or Lodges. . 
IV. Or Maſters, Wardens, Fellnws, nd W 


V. Or the Management of the Craft i in workirg. 
VI. Or Behaviour, viz. 


H 1. Is 
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1. Iv the Lodge while conflituted, 
2. AFTER the Lodge i is over and the Brethren 


not gone, 
3. WHEN Beathren meet without Strangers, 


but not in a Laage. 
4. Ix Preſence of Strangers not Maſons, 
5. AT Home, and in the Neighbourhoad. 
6. Towarns a range Brother. 


I. Concerning God and Religion. 
A Maso is obliged, by his Tenure, to obey 


the Moral Law ; and if he rightly underſtands 


the Art, he will never be a ſtupid Athei/t, nor 
an irreligious Libertine. But though in ancient 
Times Maſons were charged in every Country to 
be of- the Religion of that Country or Nation, 


whatever it was, yet it is now thought more ex- 


xedient only to oblige them to that Religion in 
which all Men agree, leaving their particular Opi- 
nions to themſelves ; that is, to be goed Men 
and true, or Men of Honour and Honeſty, by 
whatever Denominations or Perſuaſions they may 
be diſtinguiſhed ; whereby Masox Rx Y becomes 
the Centre of Union, and the Means of conci- 


| Hating true Friendſhip among Perſons that muſt 
ha ve temaised at a perpetual Diſtance. 


IT. OF the Civil Magiſtrate, fpreme and ſubordinate 
A Masod is a peaceable Subject to the Civil 


Powers, wherever he reſides or works, and is ne- 
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yer to be concerned in Plots and Conſpiracies a- 
gainſt the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, nor 
to behave himſelf undutifully to inferior Magi- 
ſtrates; for as Maſonry hath been always injured 
by War, Bloodſhed, and Confuſion, fo ancient 
Kings and Princes have been much diſpoſed to 
encourage the Craftſmen, becauſe of their Peace- 
ableneſs and Loyalty, whereby they practically 
anſwered the Cavils of their Adverſaries, and pro- 
moted the Honour of the Fraternity, who ever 


fouriſh'd in Times of Peace. So that if a Bro- | 


ther ſhould be a Rebel againſt the State, he is 
not to be countenanced in his Rebellion, how- 
ever he may be pitied as an unhappy Mau; and, 
if convicted of no other Crime, though the loyal 
Brotherhood muſt and ought to diſown his Re- 
bellion, and give no Umbrage or Ground of p 
litical Jealouſy to the Government for the Time 
being; they car not expel him from the Lodge, 
and his Relation to jt remains indefealivle, 


III. Of Lodges, 


A loDGE js a Place where Maſons aſſemble and 
work : Hence that Aſſembly, or duly organized 
Society of Maſons, is called a Lodge, and every © 
Brother ought to belong to one, and to be ſub- 
ject to its By-Laws and the General Regulations. 
It is either particular or general, and will be beſt 
underſtood by attending it, and by the Regula- 
tions of the General or Grand Lodge hereunto an- 
nexed. In ancient Times, no Mafter or Fellny 

H 2 could 
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could be abſent from it, eſpecially. when warned + 
to appear at it, without incurring a ſevere Cen- | 
ſure, until it appeared to the Maſter and FOI 
that pure Neceflity hindered him. 

THE Perſons admitted Members of a Lodge 
muſt be good and true Men, free-born, of ma- 
ture and diſcreet Age, no Bondmen, no Women, 
no immoral or ſcandalous Men, 57 of good Re- 
port, 


IV. Of Maſters, Wardens, F ellows, and Apprentices. 


AI Preferment among Maſons is grounded up- 
on real Worth and perſonal Merit only; that ſo 
the Lords may be well ſerved, the Brethren not 
put to Shame, nor the Royal Craft deſpiſed : 
Therefore no Maſter or Warden is choſen by Se- 
niority, but for his Merit. It is impoſſible to 
deſeribe theſe Things in Writing, and every Bro- 
ther muſt attend in his Place, and learn them in 
a Way peculiar to this Fraternity : Only Candi- 
dates may know, that no Maſter ſhould take an 
Apprentice, unleſs he has ſufficient Employment 
for him, and unleſs he be a perfect Youth, ha- 
ving no Maim or Defect in his Body, that may 
render him uncapable of learning the Art, of ſer- 
ving his Maſter's Lord, and of being made a Bro- 
ther and then a Fellow-Craft in due Time, even 
aſter he has ſerved ſuch a Term of Years as the 
Cuſtom of the Country direQs ; and that he 


F | ſhould be deſcended of honeſt Parent that ſo, 
=. when 
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when otherwiſe qualified; he may arrive to the 
Honour of being the Warden, then Maſter of 


the Lodge, the Grand. Warden, and, at length the 


Grand-Aaſter of all the Lodges, according to his | 


Merit. 


No Brother cat be a Warden until be has paſſed. 


the Part of Fellow-Craft ; nor a Maſter until he 
has acted as a Warden, nor Grand-Warden un- 
til he has been Maſter of a Lodge, nor Grand- 
Maſter unleſs he has been a Fellow-Craft before 
his Election, who is alſo to be nobly born, or a 
Gentleman of the beſt Faſhion, or ſome eminent 
Scholar, or ſome curious Architect, or other Ar- 
tilt, deſcended of honeſt Parents, and who is of 


ſingular great Merit in the Opinion of the Latges. 5 


And for the better, and eaſier, and more ho- 


nourable Diſcharge of his Office, the Grand- 
Maſter has a Power to chuſe his own Deputy - 
Grand- Maſter, who muſt be then, or muſt have | 


been formerly, the Maſter of a particular Ledge, 
and has the Privilege of acting whatever the 
Grand-Maſter, bis Principal, ſhould act, unleſs 


the ſaid Principal be preſent, or interpoſe | his 


Authority by a particular Command. 


THESE Rulers and Governors, ſupreme” and . 
ſubordinate, of the ancient Lodge, are to be o- 


beyed in their reſpective Stations by all the Bre- 
thren, according to the old Charges and Regula- 


tions, with all Humility, Reverence, Love, and 
Amt | a 1 


; H 3 V. Of 


4 - 
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v. Of the Management of the C roft i in working. 


"Aki Maſons ſhall work honeſtly on working 
Days, that they may live creditably on Holy Days; 
and the Time appointed by the Law of the Land, 
or confirmed by Cuſtom, ſhall be obſerved. | 

Tg E moſt expert of the Fellow-Craftſmen ſhall 
be choſen or appointed the Maſter, or Over- 
 feer of the Lord's Work; who is to be called 

Maſter by thoſe that work under bim. The 
Craftſmen are to avoid all ill Language, and to 
call each other by no diſobliging Name, but Bro- 
ther or Fellow ; and to behave themſelves cour- 
teouſly within and without the Lodge. 

Trax Maſter, knowing himſelf to be able of 
Cunning,. ſhall undertake the Lord's Work as 
keaſonably as poſſible, and truly diſpend his 
Gcods as if they were his own; nor to give more 
Wages to any Brother or Apprentice than be 
really may deſerve. 4 
Born the Maſter and the Maſons receiving their 
Wages juſtly, ſhall be faithful to the Lord, and 

h:.neſtly finiſh their Work, whether Taſk or 
Journey ; nor put the Work to Taſk that hath 

been accuſtomed to Journey. | 
_ None ſhall diſcover Envy at the Proſperity of 
a Brother, nor ſupplant him, or put him out of 
his Work, if he be capable to finiſh the ſame ; 
for no Man can finiſh another's Work ſo much 


to the Lord's Profit, unleſs he be thoroughly . ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the Deſigns and E caughts of bit 
that began it. 

Wann a Fellow-Craftſman is choſen Warden 
of the Work under the Maſter, he ſhall be true 
both to Maſter and Fellows, ſhall carefully over- 
ſee the Work in the Maſter's Abſence to the Lord's 
Profit; and his Brethren ſhall obey him. 

ALL Maſms employed, ſhall mee kly receive 
their Wages without Murmuring or Mutiny, 
and not to deſert the Maſter un the Work is 
finiſhed. 

A YOUNGER Brother ſhall be nfiruted in 
working, to prevent ſpoiling the Materials for 
want of Judgment, and for ener and con- 
tinuing of brotherly Love. 


ALL the Tools uſed in 1 ſhall be TY , 4 


proved by the Grand-Lodge. 3 

No Labourer ſhall be empboyed in {bs proper 3 
Work of Maſenry; nor mall En EE MASOGũ— Gti 
work with thoſe: that are ' nat free, without an 
urgent Neceſſity z. nor ſball they teach Labourers 
and unaccepted Maſons, as they ſhould teach a 
Fean or * 27 0 


VI E Behaviour, VIS. 


* 
” . 1 


1. b the Lodge 1 while conflituted. 5 5 as 


You are not to hold private 8 or 
ſeparate Converſation, without Leave ſrom the 
Maſter, nor to talk of any Thing impertinent or 

H 4 ue 
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unſeemly, nor interrupt the Maſter or Wardens, 
or any Brother ſpeaking to the Maſter: Nor 
behave yourſelf ludicrouſly or jeſtingly while the 
Ledge is engaged in what is ſerious and ſolemn 5 
nor uſe any unbecoming Language upon any Pre- 
tence whatſoever ; but to pay due Reverence to 
your Maſter, Wardens, and Fellows, and put 
them to Worſhip. 

IF any Complaint be brought, the Brother 
found guilty ſhall ſtand to the Award and Detet-_ 
mination of the Ledge, who are the proper and 
competent Judges of all ſuch Controverſies, (un- 
lels you carry it by Appeal to the Grand-L:age) 
and to whom they ought to be referred, unleſs a 
Lord's Work be hindered the mean While, in 
which Caſe a particular Reference may be made; 
but you muſt never go to Law about what con- 
cerneth Maſonry, without an abſolute Nn 
en to the Lan,. me | 


2. Daher 05 the Lod ge is over + and for bre 
| | thren not gone. 


| (4 «4 A4 

You may enjoy yourſelves with innocent Mirth, 
treating one another according to Ability, but a- 
voiding all Exceſs, or forcing any Brother to eat 
or drink beyond his Inclination, or, hindering 
him from going when his Occaſions call him, or 
doing or ſaying and Thing offenſive, or that may 
forbid an eaſy and free Converſation ; ſor that 
would blaſt our alan and defeat our lauda- 
ble 
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ble Purpoſes. Therefore no private Piques or 
Quarrels muſt be brought within the Door of the 
Lodge, far leſs any Quarrels about Religion, or 
Nations, or. State-Policy, we being only, as Au- 
ſons, of the Catholick Religion above-mentioned ; 
we are alſo of all Nations, Tongues, Kindreds, 
and Languages, and are reſolved againſt all Poli- 
ticks, as what never yet conduced to the Welfare 
of the Lodge, nor ever will. This Charge has 
been always ſtrictly enjoyned and obſerved ; but 
eſpecially ever ſince the Reformation in RIC 
or the Diſſent and Seceſſion of theſe Nations from 
the Communion of Rome. 


— : — — 
- PR — 


— n 
2 * 


3. Bchaviour when Brethren meet without Stran- 
gers, but not in a Lodge ” 


S - 
* 
2 => 
8 . anos „ — * 3 1 — 
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You are to ſalute one another in a courteous If 
Manner, as you will be inſtructed, calling each | 
other Brother, freely giving mutual Inſtructions 
as ſhall be thought expedient, without being o- 
verſeen or overheard, and without enctoaching 
upon each other, or derogating from that Re- 
ſpect which is due to any Brother, were he not 
a Maſon ; for though all Maſons are as Brethren 
upon the fame Level, yet Maſonry takes no Honour 

from a Man that he had before ; nay, rather it 

adds to his Honour, eſpecially if he has deſerved 
well of the Brotherhood, who muſt give Honour 
to whom it js due, and avoid ill Manners. 4. 
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4. Behaviour in Preſence of ey not Maſons, 


You ſhall be cautious in your Words and Car- 
riage, that the moſt penetrating Stranger ſhall 


not be able to diſcover or find out what is not 


proper to be intimated ; and ſometimes you ſhall 
divert a Diſcourſe, and manage it prudently for 
the Honour of the Worſbipful Fraternity, 


5. Behaviour at Home and in your Neighbourhood, 


Lov are to act as becomes a moral and wiſe 

Man; particularly, not to let your Family, Friends, 
and Neighbours know the Concerns of the Lode 7, 
c. but wiſely to conſult your own Honour, and 
that of the ancient Brotherhood, for Reaſons not 
to be mentioned here, You muſt alſo conſult your 
Health, by not continuing together too late, or 
too long from home, after Lodge Hours are paſt ; 
and by avoiding of Gluttony or Drunkenneſs, that 

your Families be not neglected or , nor 
you diſabled from working. wh 


6. Behaviour towards a Arange Brother, 


| You are cautiouſly to examine. him, in ſuch a 
Method as Prudence ſhall direct you, that you 
may not be impoſed upon by an ignorant falſe 
Pretender, whom you are to reject with Con- 

tempt 
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tempt and Deriſion, and bewate of giving ae 


any Hints of Knowledge. 

Bur if you diſcover him tits true and we 
nuine Brother, you are to reſpect him accordi 
ly ; and if he is in Want, you muſt relieve him 0 
you can, or elſe direct him how he may be relieved e 
You muſt employ him ſome Days, or elſe recom- 
mend him to be employed. But you are not 


charged to do beyond your Ability, only to pre- 


fer à poor Brother, that is a good Man and true, 
before any other pour cp in race ſame Cen 
ſtances. | | 


Finally, ALL theſe Cha 27 you are to bers, 
and alſo. thoſe that ſhall be communicated to 


you in another. May; cultivating brotherly Love, 
the Foundation and Cape-Stone, the Cement and 
Glory of this ancient Fraternity, avoiding all 


Wrangling and Quarrelling, all Slander and 


Backbiting, nor permitting others to ſlander any 
- honeſt Brother, but defending his Character, and 
doing him all good Offices, as far as is conſiſtent 
with your Honour and Safety, and no farther. 
And if any of them do you Tnjury, you muſt 
apply to your own or his Ladge; and from thence 


you may appeal to the Grand- Iudge at the Quar- g 


rerly Communication, and from thence to the an- 


nua Grand-Lydge, as his been the ancient lauda- 
ble Conduct of our Fore-Fathers in every Nation; 
never taking a /egal Courſe, but when the Caſe 


cannot be x otherwiſe decided, and patiently Young. : 
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to the honeſt and friendly Advice of Maſter and 
Fellows, when they would prevent your going to 
Law with Strangers, or would excite you to put a 
ſpeedy. Period to all Law-Suits, that ſo you may 
mind the Affair of Maſonry with the more Ala- 
_ crity and Succeſs ; but with Reſpe& to Brothers or 
Fellows at Law, the Maſter and Brethren ſhould 
kindly offer their Mediation, which. ought to be 
thankfully ſubmitted to by the contending Bre- 
thren ; and if that Submiſſion is impraQticable, 
they mu however carry on their Proceſs, or Law- 
Suit, without Wrath and Rancor (not in the com- 
mon Way) ſaying or doing nothing which may 
' hinder brotherly Love, and good Offices to be re- 
newed and continued; that all may ſee the benign 
Influence of Maſonry, as all true Maſons have done 
from the Beginning of the World, and will do to 
the End of Time. 


Amen, ſo mots it be. 
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According to the ancient Usacks 
of MASONS. . 


5 Ned © 


New Lodge, for a many reg 
ties, ſhould be folemnly conſtituted by the 
Grand- Maſter, with his Deputy and Wardens 3. 
or in the Grand-Maſter's Abſence, the Deputy 
ſhall act for his Worſhip, the ſenior Grand- War- 
den as Deputy, the junior Grand-Warden as the 
ſenior, and a preſent Maſter of a Lodge as the 
junior; or if the Deputy is alſo abſent, the Grand- 
Maſter may depute either of his Grand- Wardens, 
who can appoint others to be Grand-Officers pro 
in i e e 
Tur Lodge being opened, and the Candidates, 
or the new Maſter and Wardens, being yet among 
3 T; NY 5 the 


7 


— 
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the. Fellow-Craft; the Grand- Maſter ſhall aſk his 
Deputy, if he has examined them, and finds the 
Candidate Mafter well ſkilled in the noble Science and 
the royal Art, and duly inſtructed in our Myſte- 
ries, c. and the Deputy anſwering in the Affir- 


mative, he ſhall, by the Grand-Maſter's Order, 


take the Candidate from among his Fellows, and 


| preſent him to the Grand-Maſter ; ſaying, Right 
 Wirſhipful GRAND MASTER, the Brethren here 


deſire to be formed into a new Lodge; and I preſent 
this my worthy Brother to be their Maſter, whom I 
know to be of good. Morali and great Skill, true and 
truſty, and a, Lover of the whole Fraternity, where- 
4 diſperſed over the Face of the Earth. | 

THEN the Grand Maſter, placing the Candi 


date on his Leſt-Hand, having afked and obtained 


the unanimous Conſent of the Brethren, ſhall ſay, 
J con/litute and form theſe good Brethren into a new 
Lodge, and appoint you the Maſter of it, not doubt- 


ing of your Capacity and Care to preſerve the Cement 


of the Lop GE, &c. with ſome other Expreſſions 
that are proper and uſual on that Occaſion, but 


not proper to be written. 


Uro this the Deputy ſhall cehearſe the Charges 
of a Maſter ; and the Grand- Maſter ſhall afk the | 
Candidate, ſaying, Do you ſubmit to theſe Charges, 
as Maſters have done in all Ares ? And the new 
Maſter ſignify ing his cordial Submiſſion thereunto. 

Txt Grand- Maſter ſhall by certain ſignificant 
Ceremonies and ancient Uſages, inſtal him, and 


preſent him with the Book of Conſtitutions; the 


Lodge 
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Lodge-Book, and the Inſtruments of his Office; 
not all together, but one after another ; and after 
each of them the Grand-Maſter or his Deputy 
ſhall rehearſe the ſhort and pithy Charge that is 
ſuitable to the Thing preſented. 

AFTER this, the Members of this new Lodge, 
bowing, all together to the Grand-Maſter, ſhall 
return his Worſhip Thanks ; and ſhall immedi- 
ately do Homage to their new Maſter, and ſignify 
their Promiſe of Subjection and Obedience to him 
by the uſual Congratulation. _ 

| THe Deputy and Grand-Wardens, and any 
other Brethren preſent, that are not Members of 

this new Lodge, ſhall next congratulate the new 

Maſter, and he fhall return his becoming Ac- 
knowledgments to the Grand-Mafter firſt, and to 
the reſt in their Order. 

Tarn the Grand-Maſter orders the new 
Maſter to enter immediately upon the Exerciſe 
of his Office, i in chuſing his Wardens : And the 
new Maſter calling forth two Fellow-Crafts, be- 

ing Maſter-Maſons, preſents them to the Grand- 
Maſter for his Approbation, and to the new Lodge 
for their Conſent : And that being granted, the 
ſenior or junior Grand-Warden, or ſome Brother 

for him, ſhall rehearſe the Charges of Wardens ; 
and the Candidates being folemnly aſked by the 
new Maſter, ſhall ſignify their cordial Submiſſion 
thereunto. 

 Uron which the new Maſter preſenting thaw 
fingly WY the ſeveral Inſtruments of their On 
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ſhall in due Form inſtal them in their proper 


Places: And the Brethren of that new Lods ge 
ſhall ſignify their Obedience to the new Warden 
by the ufual Congratulation. 

THEN the Grand-Maſter gives all the Brethreh 
Toy of their new Maſter and Wardens, and re- 
commends Harmony; hoping their only Conten- 


tion will be a laudable Emulation in cultivating 


the royal Art, and the ſocial Virtues. - Upon 
which all the new Lodge bow together in return- 


ing Thanks for the Honour of their Conſtitution, 


And the Grand- Maſter alſo orders the Secretary to 
regiſter this new Lodge in the G:and-Lodge- Book, 
and to notify the ſame to the other particular 


Lodges: All Buſineſs being over, he orders the 


— to cloſe the Lodge. 
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Free and Accepted M ASO N 8. 


For the Uſe of the Lodges under the 
- rang: Maſter of England. 


I. HE Grand-Maſter, or his Deputy, hath 
Authority and Right, not only to be pre- 
ſent, but to preſide in every Lodge, with the Maſter 
of the Lodge on his Left-Hand, and to order his 
Grand-Wardens to attend him, who are not to 
act in particular Lodges as Wardens, but in his 
Preſence, and at his Command: For the Grand- 
Maſter, While in a particular Lodge, may com- 
mand the Wardens of that Lodge, or any other 
Maſter-Maſons, to act there as his Wardens pro 
tempore, if the Grand-Wardens are abſent. 


T 


x od 
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II. Tus Matter of a particular Lodge has the 
Right and Authority of congregating the Mem- 
bers of a Lodge into a Chapter upon any Emer- 
gency or Occurrence ;z as well as to appoint the 
Time and Place of their uſual forming : And in 
Caſe of Death, Sickneſs, or the neceſſary Abſence 
of the Maſter, the ſenior. Warden ſhall forthwith 
fill the Maſter's Chair, during ſuch Abſence, or till 
the next Time of chuſing, even though a former 
Maſter may be preſent. 

III. TRE Mafter of each part! (cular Lodge, or 
one of the Wardens, or ſome other Brother by 
Appointment of the Maſter, ſhall keep a Rook 
containing their Bye-Laws, the Names of their 
Members, and a Lift of all the Lodges in Town; 
wich the uſual Times and Places of their forming: 
And alſo all the Tranſactions of their own Lodge 
that are proper to be written. 

IF aparticular Lodge remove to,a new Place for 
their ſtated Meeting, the Officers ſhall immedi- 
ately ſignify the ſame to the Secretary, The Pre- 
cedency of Lodges is grounded on the Seniority of 
their Conſtitution : And every new Lodge fhall 
pay. to the Fund of general Charity two Guineas 
for their Conſtitution. 5 

IV. No Lodge ſhall make more has five new 
Brothers at 'one and the ſame Time, without an 
urgent Neceſſity; nor any Man under the Age of 
twenty-one Years, who muſt be alſo his own 
Maſter, unleſs by a Dirne from the Grand- | 


Maſter, | 
v. No 
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V. No Man can be accepted a Member of a 
particular Lodge without . previous Notice: one 
Month before given to the Lodge; in order to 
make due Enquiry into the Reputation and Ca- 
pacity of the Candidate, unleſs by a Diſpenſation. 
VI. Bur no Man can be entered a Brother in 
any particular Lodge, or admitted a Member 
thereof, without the unanimous Conſent of all the 
Members of that Lodge then preſent when the 
Candidate is propoſed, and when their Conſent is 
formally aſked by the Maſter. They are to give 
their Conſent in their own prudent Way, either 
virtually, or in Form, but with Unanimity. Nor 
is this inherent Privilege ſubject to a Diſpenfation, 


| becauſe the Members of a particular Lodge are the 


beſt Judges of it; and becauſe if a turbulent 
Member ſhould be impoſed on them, it might 
ſpoil their Harmony, or hinder the Freedom of 
their Communication, or even break and diſperſe 
the Lodge, which ought. t to be avoided by all True 
and Faithful, 

No Viſitor, however ales in a Maſonry, ſhall 
be admitted into a Lodge, unleſs he is perſonally 
known to, or well vouched and recommended by 
one of that Lodge preſent, | 

Bor it was found inconvenient to inſiſt upon 


Unanimity in ſeveral Caſes: And therefore the 
Grand-Maſters have allowed the Lodges to admit 
a Member, if not above three Ballots are againſt 
him ; though loans Lodges deſire no ſuch Al- 


f lowance. 


VII. Evzzy 
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VII. Every new Brother, at his Entry, is 
decently to clothe the Lodge, that is, all the 
Brethren preſent; and to depoſite ſomething for 
the Relief of indigent and νeẽd Brethren, as the 
Candidate ſhall think fit to beſtow, over and above 
the ſmall Allowance that may be ſtated in the 
Bye-Laws of that particular Lodge : And allo that 
the Candidate ſhall ſolemnly promiſe to ſubmit to 
the Conſtitutions and other good Uſages, that 
ſhall be intimated to him in Time and Place 
convenient. 

VIII. No Set or Number of Brethren ſhall 
withdraw or ſeparate themſelves from the Lodge 
in which they were made, or were afterwards ad- 
mitted Members, unleſs the Lodge become too 
numerous; nor even then without a Diſpenſation 
from the Grand-Maſter or Deputy: And when 
they are thus ſeparated, they muſt either immedi- 
ately join themſelves to ſuch other Lodges as they 


” ſhall like beſt, or elſe obtain the Grand- Maſter” 8 


Warrant to join in forming a new Lodge. 

Ir any Set or Number of Maſons ſhall take 
upon themſelves to form a Lodge, without the 
Grand-Maſter's Warrant, the regular Lodges are 
not to countenance them, nor own them as fair 
Brethren duly formed, nor approve of their Acts 
and Deeds ; but muſt treat them as Rebels until 
they humble themſelves, as the Grand-Maſter 
ſhall in his Prudence direct, and until he approve 


of them by his Warrent ſignified to the other 
Lodges; 
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Lodges ; as the Cuſtom is when a new 1e is to 
be regiſtered. 


Every Brother concerned in. makingi\utbos 
| clandeſtinely, ſhall not be allowed to viſit any 
Lodge till he has made due Submiſſion, even 
though the Brothers ſo made may be allowed. 
None who form a ſtated Lodge without the 
Grand-Maſter's Leave, ſhall be admitted into 
regular Lodges, till they make Submiſſion and 
obtain Grace. 

Ir any Brother form a Lodge without Leave, 
and ſhall irregularly make new Brothers, they ſhall 
not be admitted into any regular Lodge, no not as 
Viſitors, till they render a good Reaſon, or make 
due Submiſſion, If any Lodge within the Bills of 
Mortality fha}l ceaſe to meet regularly during 
twelve Months, its Name and Place ſhall. 8 
erazed or blotted out of the Grand- Lodge- Book: 
And if they petition to be again inſerted and 
owned as a regular Lodge, they muſt ſubmit to a 
new Conſtitution. | 

SEEING that ſome extraneous. Brothers have 


been made lately in a clandeſtine Manner, that is, 


in no regular Lodge, nor by any Authority or 
Diſpenſation from the Grand-Maſter, and upon 
ſmall and unworthy Conſiderations, to the Diſ- 
honour of the Craft; the Grand-Lodge, de- 
creed, that no Perſon {o made, nor any. concerned 
in making him, ſhall be a Grand-Officer, nor an 
Officer of a particular Lodge, nor ſhall any ſuch 
partake 
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partake of the general Charity, if they ſhould 


come to want it. 

IX. Bor if any Brother fo far miſbehave bim- 
ſelf as to render his Lodge uneaſy, he ſhall be 
thrice duly admoniſhed by the Maſter and War- 
dens in a Lodge formed : And if he will not refrain 
his Imprudence, nor obediently ſubmit to the Ad- 
vice of his Brethren, he ſhall be dealt with ac- 
cording to the Bye-Laws of that particular Lodge, 
or elſe in ſuch a Manner as the quarterly Commu- 
nication ſhall in their great Prudence think fit, 

WHEREAS Diſputes have ariſen about the Re- 
moval of Lodges from one Houſe to another, and 
it has been queſtioned in whom that Power is 
veſted ; it is hereby declared, That no Lodge 
| ſhall be removed without the Maſter's Knowledge; 
17 no Motion be made for removing in the 

aſter's Abſence; and that if the Motion be 
ſeconded or thirded, the Maſter ſhall order Sum- 
monſes to every individual Member, ſpecifying the 
Buſineſs, and appointing a Day for hearing and 

determining the Affair, at leaſt ten Days before: 
And that the Determination ſhall be ae by the 
Majority, provided the Maſter be one of that Ma- 
jority : But if he be of the Minority againſt re- 
moving, the Lodge ſhall not be removed unleſs + 
the Majority conſiſts of full two Thirds of the, 
Members preſent. But if the Maſter ſhall refuſe, 
to direct ſuch Summons, either of the Winden 
may do it: And if the Maſter neglects to attend 
on the Day fixed, the Warden may preſide in de- 
ter mining 
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termining the Affair in the Manner preſcribed ; 
but they ſhall not in the Maſter's Abſence, enter 
upon any other Cauſe, but what is particularly 
mentioned in the Summons : And if the Lodge is 
thus regularly ordered to be removed, the Maſter 
or Warden ſhall ſend Notice thereof to the Grand- 
Secretary for publiſhing the ſame at the next quar- 
terly Communication, | 

X. Tas Majority of every particular Lodge, 
when congregated ſhall have the Privilege of giv- 
ing Inſtructions to their Maſter and Wardens, be- 
fore the Meeting of the Grand-Chapter or Quar- 
terly- Communication; becauſe the ſaid Officers 
are their Repreſentatives, and are ſuppoſed to ſpeak 
the Sentiments of their Brethren at the ſaid Grand- 
Lodge. 

Xl. ALL particular Lodges are to ae the 
ſame Uſages as much as poſſible; in order to 
which, and alſo for cultivating a good Under- 
ſtanding among Free-Maſons, ſome Members of 
every Lodge ſhall be deputed to viſit the other 
Lodges as often as ſhall be thought convenient, 
XII. The Grand-Lodge conſiſts of, and is 
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formed by, the Maſters and Wardens of all the 


particular Lodges upon Record, with the Grand- 
Maſter at their Head, the Deputy on his Left-Hand, 
and the Grand- Wardens in their proper Places: 

And muſt have three Quarterly Communications, 
before the Grand-Feaſt, in ſome convenient Place, 
as the Grand-Maſter ſhall appoint ; where no 
Brother ſhall be preſent, who is aot at that Time 
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A2 Member thereof, be preſent, without a Diſpenſa- 
tion: And while he ſtays he ſhall not be allowed 
to vote, nor even give his Opinion, without Leave 
of the Grand-Lodge, aſked or given; or unleſs it be 
duly aſked by the ſaid Lodge. 


ALL Matters in the Grand-Lodge are to be 
determined by a Majority of Votes, each Member 
having one Vote, and the Grand- Maſter two 
Votes ; unleſs the Lodge leave any particular 
Thing to the Determination of the Grand- Maſter 
for the Sake of Expedition, | 

No new Lodge is owned, nor their Officers 
admitted into the Grand-Lodge, unleſs it be re- 
gularly conſtituted and regiſtered. 

AL1 who have been or ſhall be Grand- Maſters, 
Deputy-Grand- Maſters and Grand-Wardens, ſhall 
be Members of, and yote in all Grand Lodges. 

Ir any Officer cannot attend, he may ſend a 
Brother of that Lodge with his Jewel, to ſupply 
his Room and ſupport the Honour of his Lodge. 

Uron: a Motion made by the former Grand- 


Officers, it was reſolved, that the Grand- Officers, 
preſent and former, each of them who ſhall at- 


tend the Grand-Lodge in Communication, except 
on the Feaſt-Day, ſhall pay Half a Crown towards 
the Charge of ſuch Communication when he at- 
tends. 

XIII. Ar the Quarterly Commabicatin: all 
Matters that concern the Fraternity in general, or 
particular Lodges, or ſingle Brothers, are quietly, 


ſolemnly and maturely to be diſcourſed of and 
tranſacted : 
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tranſacted: And that Buſineſs which cannot be tranſ- 


acted at one Communication, may be referred to 


the Committee of Charity, and by them reported 

to the next. 

ArPREN TIC Es muſt be admitted Fellow - Crafts 
and Maſters only here, unleſs by a Diſpenſation. 


H Rx, allo, all Differences that cannot he made 
up, or accommodated privately, nor by a particular 


Lodge, are to be ſeriouſly conſidered and decided: 
And if any Brother thinks himſelf aggrieved by the 
Deciſion of this Board, he may appeal to the Grand 
Lodge next enſuing, and leave his Appeal in Wri- 
ting with the Grand Maſter, the Deputy, or War- 
dens : But that no Appeal ſhall be heard at the an- 
nual Communication, nor any Buſineſs tranſ- 


acted, that tends to interrupt the Harmony of the 
Aſſembly. 


Tux Officers of particular Lodges ſhall bring 


a2 Lift of ſuch Members as have been made, or even 
admitted by them ſince the laſt Communication of 
the Grand Lodge: And there ſhall be a Book kept 


by the Secretary, wherein ſhall be recorded all the 
Lodges, with their uſual Times and Places of form- 


ing; and the Names of all the Members of each 


Lodge, with all the Affairs of the Grand Lodge, 
that are proper to be written. 

Tu y ſhall, alſo, conſider of the moſt effectual 
and prudent Method of collecting and diſpoling of 
what Money ſhall be lodged with them in Charity, 
towards the Relief only of any true Brother fallen 

into Poverty and N but of none elſe, But 


every 
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every particular Lodge ſhall diſpoſe of their own 
Charity, for poor Brethren, according to their own 
Bye-Laws ; until it be agreed by all the Lodges to 
carry in the Charity collected by them to the Quar- 
terly Communication, in order to make a common 
Stock, | 

TE ſhall, alſo, appoint a TREASURER, a 
Brother of good worldly Subſtance, who ſhall be a 
Member of the Grand Lodge, by Virtue of his 
Office, and ſhall be always preſent, and have a 
Power to move to the Communication any Thing 
that concerns his Office, To him ſhall be com- 
mitted all Money raiſed for the General Charity, 
or for any other Uſe of the Grand Lodge; which 
he ſhall write down in a Book, with the reſpective 
Ends and Uſes for which the ſeveral Sums are in- 
tended, and ſhall diſburſe the ſame by ſuch Order 
as the Grand Lodge ſhall agree upon: But by Vir- 
tue of his Office, without any other Qualification, 
he ſhall not vote in chuſing Grand Officers. 

Ix like Manner, the SECRETARY ſhall be a 
Member of the Grand Lodge, by Virtue of his 
Office, and ſhall vote on all Occaſions, except in 
the Choice of Grand Officers. The Treaſurer and 
Secretary may each have a Clerk, who muſt be a 
Maſter-Maſon; but no Member of the Grand 
Lodge, nor allowed to ſpeak without being com- 
manded. The Grand-Maſter, or Deputy, have 
Authority always to command the Treaſurer and 
Secretary to attend him, with their Clerks and 
Books, in order to ſeg how Matters go on, and to 

Bo - know 
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know what i is expedient to be done upon any emer- |} 
gent Occaſion, A Maſter-Maſon ſhall be appoint= | 


5d to look after the Door; but ſhall be no Mem- 
ber of the Grand Lodge. 


XIV. Ir at any Grand Lodge, ee an- 


nual the Grand-Maſter, Deputy- Grand- Maſter and 
Grand-Wardens ſhould all be abſent, then the pre- 


ſent Maſter of a Lodge, that has been longeſt a Free- 
Maſon, ſhall take the Chair, and preſide as Grand- 
Maſter pro tempore, and ſhall be veſted with all his 
Power and Honour for the Time, provided there 
is no Brother preſent that has been a Grand-Maſter, 


Deputy, or Warden formerly; for the laſt former 


Grand-Maſter, Deputy or Warden preſent taxes 


Place of Right, in the wore pp of ms. preſent 
Grand Officers. 

XV. In the Grand Lodge none can act as 
Wardens but the Grand-Wardens themſelves, if 
preſent ; and if abſent, the laſt former Grand- 
Wardens ſball take Place immediately, and act as 
Grand-Wardens pro tempore, except they ſhall 
wave their Privilege to honour ſome Brother for the 
Advantage of the preſent Service. But if no former 
Grand-Wardens are preſent, the Grand-Maſter, 
or he that preſides, calls forth whom he pleaſes to 
act for the Time being. 

XVI. ALL Perſons, for the Eaſe of the Graidd- 
Maſter, are firſt to adviſe with the Deputy about 
the Affairs of the Lodges, or of the Brethren ; and 
are not to apply to the Grand- Maſter without the 


2 * Ib 
* 6 . 


n. of the Deputy, unleſs he refuſe bis 


12 Con. 
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Concurrence in any certain neceſſary Affair: In 
which Caſe, or in Caſe of any Difference between 
the Deputy and Wardens, or other Brethren, both 
Parties are to go by Conſent to the Grand-Maſter, 
who can eaſily decide the Controverſy, and make 
up the Difference, by Virtue of his great Authority. 
THE Grand-Maſter will not receive any private 
Intimations of Buſineſs concerning Maſons and 
Maſonry but from his Deputy, except in ſuch Caſes 
as his Worſhip can well judge of; for if the Ap- 
plication to the Grand-Maſter be irregular, his 
Worſhip can order the Grand-Wardens, or any 
other Brethren thus applying, to wait upon his 
Deputy, who is ſpeedily to prepare the Buſineſs, 
apd to Jay it orderly before his Worſhip. LEST 
XVII. No Grand-Maſter, Deputy, Grand-War- 
gen, Treaſurer, Secretary, or whoever acts for 
them, or in their Stead pro tempore, can at the 
ſame Time be the Maſter or Warden of a parti- 
cular Lodge; but as ſoon as any of them has ho- 
nourably diſcharged his Grand Office, he returns 
to that Poſt or Station in his particular Lodge, 
from which he was called to officiate. Former 
Grand Officers, being the Maſter or Wardens of 
particular Lodges, are not thereby deprived of 
their Priyileges in the Communication to ſit and 
vote as Grand Officers, deputing one to act as the 

Ofticer of that Lodge for the Time being. 
XVIII. Ir the Deputy be ſick or neceſſarily ab- 
ſent, the ſenior Grand-Warden adds as Deputy, the 
junior as ſenior, and the laſt former Grand- War- 


den 
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den as junior, or the oldeſt Maſon; : AS by Regula- 
Sion ATV oe 

Bor the Deputy and anden, hat are ain 
at the annual Feaſt, cannot be diſcharged, unleſs 
the Cauſe fairly appear to the Majority of the 
Grand Lodge: For if the Grand-Maſter is uneaſy, 
he may call a Grand-Lodge on Purpoſe to lay the. 
Cauſe before them for their Advice and Concur- 
rence : In which Caſe, if the Majority cannot re- 
concile the Grand-Maſter, with his Deputy or 
Wardens, they are to allow his Worſhip to dif- 
charge them, and to chuſe another Deputy imme 
diately; and the ſame Grand-Lodge, in that Caſe, 
ſhall chufe other Wardens, that Harmony and 
Peace may be preſerved, 

XIX. IF the Grand-Maſter ſhall Bays his eirat | 
Power, and render himſelf unworthy of the Obe- 
dience and Subjection of the Lodges, he ſhall be 

treated in a Way and Manner to be agreed upon by 
a new Regulation: “ Becauſe hitherto, the an- 
<<: tient Fraternity have had no Occaſion for it, 
and, in all Probability, will not to the End of the 
40 World. 7 

XX. TE Grand- Maſter, wh his Deputy, 
Wardens, and Secretary, ſhall upon neceſſary Oc- 
caſions go round and viſit all the Lodges during his 
Maſterſhip ; or elſe ſball ſend his Grand Officers 
to viſit : And when the Deputy viſits them, the, 
ſenior Warden acts as Deputy, and the junior as 
the ſenior. But if both or any of them be abſent, 


I's the 


174 The HisToRY of 


the Deputy, or he that preſides for him, may ap- 
point whom he pleaſes in their Stead, _ 

XXI. Ir the Grand-Maſter die during his 
Maſterſhip, or by Sickneſs, or by being beyond 
Sea, or any other Way ſhould be rendered in- 
capable of diſcharging his Office, the Deputy, or, 
in his Abſence, the ſenior or junior Grand-War- 
den, or in Caſe of all their Abſence, any three” 
preſent Maſters of Lodges ſhall aſſemble the 
Grand Lodge immediately, in order to adviſe to- 
gether upon that Emergency, and to ſend two of 
their Number to invite the laſt Grand-Mafter to 
reſume his Office, which now of Courſe reverts to 
him: And if he refuſe to act, then the next laſt, 
and fo backward. But if no former Grand-Maſter 
be found, the preſent Deputy ſhall act as Principal, 
or if there be no Deputy, then the preſent ſenior. 
or junior Grand-Warden ſhall act as Principal till 
a new Grand- Maſter is choſen : And if no preſent: 
nor former Grand Officer be found, then the oldeſt. 
Maſter-Mafon, who is at that Time the Maſter of 
a Lodge. 

XXII. ALL Brethren, who are true and faith-" 
fal, ſhall meet annually in ſome convenient Place, 
or publick Hall, provided the Majority of the 
Grand Lodge, about three Months before, ſhall 
agree that there ſhall be a Feaſt and a General 
Communication of all the Brethren. And it was 
alſo ordained, that no particular Lodge ſhall have 


a ſeparate Feaſt on the Day of the General Feaſt: 
Though 
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Though theſe are now uſually held on St. John the 
Baptiſt's Day. 

Or old the Annual Feaſt was held on the 24th of 
June, or the 27th of December ; but of late Years 


. moſt of the Eminent and Noble Brethren being out 


of Town on thoſe Days, the Grand-Maſter "does 


_ appoint the Feaſt on a Day the moſt convenient to 


the F raternity, 


XXIII. IF it be thought expedient to hold the an- 


nual General Aſſembly and Feaſt, according to the 
ancient and laudable Cuſtom of Mafons, then the 
Grand-Wardens {hall have the Care of preparing 
Tickets, ſealed with the Grand-Maſter's Seal of Of- 


fice, of diſpoſing of the Tickets, of buying the Neceſ- 


ſaries for the Feaſt, of finding out a proper and con- 
vonient Place to feaſt in, and of every other I hing 


that concerns the Entertainment, But that the 


Work may not be too burthenſome to the Wardens, 
and that all Matters may be expeditiouſly and ſafely 
managed, the Grand, Maſter, or his Deputy, ſhall 
have Power to nominate and appoint a certain 
Number of Stewards, as his Worſhip ſhall think 
fit, to act in Concert with the two Grand-War- 
dens: And all Things relating to the Feaſt ſhall be 
decided amongſt them, by a Majority of Voices, 
except the Grand-Maſter or his Deputy interpoſe 
by a particular Direction or Appointment, _ 

IT was ordained, that at the Feaſt, the Stewards 
ſhall open no Wine till Dinner be laid on the Ta- 


bles: That after eight o'Clock at Night, the | 
Stewards {hall not be obliged to furniſh any more 


I 4 | Wine; 3 


” I 1 * 
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Wine; and that either the Money or Tiekets 
ſhall be returned to the Stewards. 

TE Office of Stewards, that had been for 
ſome Time diſuſed, was revived the 26th of Ne- 

vember, 1728, and their Number to be always 
twelve ; who, together with the Grand-Wardens, 
ſhall prepare the Feaſt : And that each of the 
acting Stewards, for the future, ſhall have the Pri- 
vilege of naming his Succeſſor in that Office for the 
Yearenſuing. And that in Conſideration of their 
paſt Service, and future Uſefulneſs, it was ordained 
that they ſhould be conſtituted a Lodge of Maſters, 
to be called the Stewards Lodge, or Board of 
Stewards, That they ſball have the Privilege of 
ſending a Deputation of Twelve to every Com- 
munication, conſiſting of the Maſter, two War- 
dens and nine more; and each of them ſhall vote 
there, and ſhall pay Half 4 Crawn towards the 
Expence of the ſaid Communication. That the 
twelve Stewards of the current Year ſhall always 
attend in their proper Clothing and Jewels, paying 
at the Rate of four Lodges towards the Expence of 
the Communication : But they are not to vote, nor 
even to ſpeak, except when deſired. 

XXIV. Tae Stewards ſhall in due Time wait 
upon the Grand-Maſter, or Deputy, for Direc- 
eions and Orders about the Premiſes : But if both 
their Worſhips are ſick, or neceſſarily abſent, they 
may call together the Maſters and Wardens of 


Lodges, on Purpoſe for their Advice and Orders. 


And the Stewards are to account for all the Mo- 


=, 
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ney they receive or expend, when the Grand 
Lodge ſhall think fit to audit their Accounts. 
XXV. Tur Maſters of Lodges ſhall each ap- 
point one experienced and diſcreet Brother of his 
Lodge, to compoſe a Committee conſiſting of one 
from every Lodge, who ſhall meet in a convenient 
Apartment to receive every Perſon that brings a 
Ticket ; and ſhall have Power to diſcourſe him, if 
they think fit, in order to admit or debar him as they 
ſhall ſee Cauſe, provided they ſend no Man away 
before they have acquainted all the Brethren within 
Doors with the Reaſons thereof, that ſo no true 


| Brother may be rejected, nor a falſe Brother, or 


mere Pretender admitted, This Committee of 
Enquiry and Stewards muſt meet very early on the 
Day of the Feaſt, at the Place of holding the ſame. 
XXVI. Trae Grand-Maſter ſhall appoint ttho 
or more true and truſty Brethren to be T ylers and 
Door-Keepers, who are alſo to be early at the 
Place for ſome good Reaſons ; and who are to be 
at the Command of the Committee of Enquiry. 

XXVII. TE Stewards ſhall before-hand ap- 
point ſuch a Number of Brethren to ſerve at Ta- 

ble as they think fit and proper for that Work: 
And they may adviſe with the Officers of Lodges 
about the moſt proper Perſons, if they pleaſe, or 
may take in ſuch by their Recommendation ; fo 
that none ſerve there but Maſons, that the Com- 
munication may be free and harmonious, 

XXVII. ALL the Members of the Grand 
Lodge muſt be at the Place of the Feaſt long be- 


ES fore 
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fore Dinner, with the Grand-Maſter, or his De- 
puty, at their Head, who ſhall retire and form 
themſelves that Day, that ſo no Interruption may 
be given to the Harmony and Pleaſure of the 
General Aſſembly. and Grand Feaſt : And this in 
order to conſult about whatever concerns the De- 
cency and Decorum of the Grand Aſſembly, and 
to prevent ill 88 the Aſſembly being pro- 


miſcuous, 


XXIX. Tre new Grand- Maſter ſhall be pro- 
poſed by the Grand-Maſter preſent, to the Grand 


Lodge at their Communication, ſome Time before 


the Day of the annual Aſſembly; and that if he 
be approved then, or no Objection made, he is to 
be forthwith ſaluted Grand-Maſter Elect, if there; 


or if abſent, to be remembered as ſuch ; and that 
he ſhall proceed to the Feaſt on the preſent Grand- 


Maſter's Left-Hand, and there to be recognized 
according to the ancient Manner of Maſons: 

XXX. THEN the Maſters and Wardens, and 
all the Brethren may converfe promiſcuouſly, or as 
they pleaſe to ſort together, until the Dinner is 
coming in, when every Brother takes his Seat at 
Table; the Decorum of which i is at his Worſhip's 


Direction. 


XXXI. TE Grand res is to be formed 
as by Regulation XXVIII. and if any Brethren 
not Members thereof be admitted therein, they 
mult not fpeak until they are deſired and al- 


| lowed. 


XXXII. Ir 
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XXXIL IF the Grand-Maſter ſhall conſent to 


ſerve for another Year, then one of the Grand 
Lodge, deputed for that Purpoſe, ſhall repreſent to 
all the Brethren his Worſhip's good Govern- 
ment, &c, ſhall proclaim him 
GRAN D- MASTER of MasoNs ! 


ALL the Members of the Grand Lodge. ſhall 


ſalute him in due Form; and ſhall have a few 
Minutes Leave to declare their Satisfaction, Plea 
ſure and Congratulation, 


XXXIII. TRE preſent Grand Maſter ſhall no- 


minate his Succeſſor for the Year enſuing, who, if 


unanimouſly approved by the Grand Lodge, and 
there preſent, ſhall be proclaimed, ſaluted and con- 
gratulated, as in Regulation XXXII. and imme- 
diately inſtalled by the Grand-Maſter according to 
Une, - 26; 

XXXV. Tas laſt G Maſter thus con- 
tinued, or the new Grand- Maſter thus inſtalled, 
ſhall next nominate and appoint his Deputy. 


Grand-Maſter, either the laſt or a new one, who 


ſhall be alſo declared, ſaluted, and congratulated 


in due Form, The Grand-Maſter ſhall alſo no- 


minate his new Grand-Wardens ; and if unani— 
mouſly approved by the Grand Lodge, they ſhall 


be declared, ſaluted, and congratulated in due 
Form: But if not, they ſhall be choſen by Bal- 


lot : As the Wardens of private-Lodges are alfo 
to be choſen by Ballot in each Lodge, if the Mem- 


bers thereof do not spree to their Maſter? s Nomi- 
nation. 


A 
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A DFRPVUT y was always needful when the 
Grand-Maſter was nobly born: And in our Time, 
the Grand-Maſter Elect has not publickly ſignified 
beforehand the Names of his intended Deputy and 


Wardens, until he is firſt inſtalled in Solomen's 
Chair, 


XXXVI. Ir the Brother whe the preſent 
Grand-Maſter ſhall nominate for his Succeſſor, is 
by Sickneſs, or other neceſſary Occaſion, abſent 
from the Grand Feaſt, he cannot be proclaimed 
Grand-Maſter; unleſs the old Grand-Maſter, or 
fome of the Maſters and Wardens of Lodges can 
vouch, upon the Honour of a Brother, that the 
ſaid Perſon, ſo nominated or choſen, will readily 
accept of the Office. In which. Caſe the old 
Grand- Maſter ſhall act as Proxy, and in his Name 
ſhall nominate the Deputy and Wardens; and in 
his Name, alſo, ſhall receive the uſual Honours, 
Homage and Congratulations: But the new De- 
puty and Grand-Wardens are not allowed Proxies 
when appointed, except in Caſe of Sickneſs. _ 
XXXVII. THEN. the Grand- Maſter ſhall allow 
any Brother to ſpeak, directing his Diſcourſe to 
his Worſhip in the-Chair ; or to make any Mo- 
tion for the Good of the Eraternity, which ſhall 
be either im mediately conſidered, or elſe referred to 
the Conſideration of the Grand Lodge at their 
next Communication, When that is over, 
XXXVIII. The Grand-Maſter, or Deputy, or 
ſome other appointed by him, ſhall addreſs himſelf 
in a proper Manner to all the Brethren, and give 


them 


MASONRY: rr. 


them good Advice. And after ſome other Tranſ- 
actions, the Brethren may ſtay longer, or go away, 
as they pleaſe. What particularly relates to the 
Charges of the Grand-Maſter are beſt known to 
the Fraternity. 
XXXIX. ALL Proceſſions at the angus} Cota- 
munication ſhall be in the following Order, 1. The 
Tyler to clear the Way. 2, The Muſick, 3. The 
Stewards, two and two. 4. The iu Light, by the 
Mafter of the fourth Lodge. 5. The Wardens of 
the Stewards Lodge. 6, T he Maſter of the Stewards 
Lodge. 7. The Grand-Secretary with the Bag, 
3, The Grand-Treaſurer with his Staff. 9. The 
Provincial Grand-Mafters by Juniority, 10, Paſt 
junior-Grand-Wardens by Juniority, 11. Paſt ſe- 
nior Grand-Wardens by Juniority. 12. The /zcond 
Lizht, by the Maſter of the third Lodge. 13. De- 
puty -Grand-Maſters by Juniority. 14. All paſt 
| Grand- Maſters by Juniority. 15. The third Light, 
by the Maſter of the ſecond Lodge. 16. The junior 
Grand-Warden. 17. The ſenior Grand-Warden. 
18. The Deputy-Grand-Maſter. 19. The Maſter 
of the ſenior Lodge, with the Conſtitutions on a 
a Cuſhion. 20. The Sword-bearer carrying the 
Sword of State, The GRAN D-MAs TER. 

Tux following Regulation is inſerted at Length 
by particular Command. 

XL. 1, THAT no Brothers be admitted into the 
Grand Lodge but thoſe that are the known Mem-. 
ders thereof, viz. The four preſent, and all former 
Grand Officers, the Treaſurer, Secretary, and 


; Sword- 
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Sword-bearer, the Maſters and Wardens of all re- 
gular Lodges, the Maſter, Wardens, and nine more 
of the Stewards Lodge; except a Brother, who is 
a Petitioner, or a Witneſs in ſome Caſe, or one 
called in by a Motion. 

2. THAT at the third Stroke of the Grand- 
Maſter's Hammer (always to be repeated by the 
ſenior Grand-Warden) there ſhall be a general 
Silence; and that he who breaks Silence, without 
Leave from the Chair, ſhall be ann repri- 
manded, 

3. THAT under the ſame Penalty, every Bro- 
ther ſhall take his Seat, and keep ſtrict Silence 
whenever the Grand-Maſter or Deputy ſhall think 
fit to riſe from the Chair, and call to Order. 

4. THAT in the Grand Lodge every Member 
ſhall keep in his Seat, and not move about from 
Place to Place during the Communication, except 
_ the Grand-Wardens, as having more immediately 
the Care of the Lodge. . 

5. THAT, a according to the Order of the 
Grand Lodge, no Brother is to ſpeak but once to 
the ſame Affair, unleſs to explain himſelf, or when 
called by the Chair to ſpeak. 

6. Every one that ſpeaks ſhall riſe and keep 
ſtanding, addrefling himſelf to the Chair : Nor 
ſhall any prefume to interrupt him under the afore- 
ſaid Penalty, unleſs the Grand-Maſter finding, 
him wandering from the Point in Hand, ſhall 
think fit to reduce him to Order; for then the ſaid 

Speaker 
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Speaker ſhall fit down : But after he has been ſet 
right, he may again proceed, if he pleaſes, 

7. IF in the Grand Lodge any Member is twice 
called to Order at one Aſſembly, for tranſgreſſing 
theſe Rules, and is guilty of a third Offence of the 
ſame Nature, the Chair ſhall peremptorily com- 
mand him to quit the Lodge-Room for that 
Night. 

8. THAT whoever ſhall be ſo rude as to hiſs at 
a Brother, or at what another ſays or has ſaid, he 
ſhall be forthwith ſolemnly excluded the Com- 
munication, and declared incapable of ever being 
a Member of any Grand Lodge for the future, 
till another Time he publickly owns his Fault, and 
his Grace be granted. | 
9. No Motion for a new Regulation, or for the 

Alteration of an old one, ſhall be made till it is 
firft handed up in Writing to the Chair : And 
after it has been peruſed by the Grand-Maſter at 
leaſt about ten Minutes, the Affair may be moved 
publickly ; and then it ſhall be audibly read by the 
Secretary ; and if he be ſeconded and thirded, it 
muſt be immediately committed to the Conſidera- 
tion of the whole Aﬀembly, that their Senſe may 
be fully heard about it; after which the Grand- 
Maſter ſhall put the Queſtion pro and con. 

10. THE Opinions or Votes of the Members 
are always to be ſignified by each holding up one 
of his Hands: Which up-lifted Hands the Grand- 


Wardens are to count, unleſs the Number of 
Hands 
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Hands are ſo unequal as to render the counting 
| uſeleſs, Nor ſhould any other Kind of Divihon 
be ever admitted among Maſons. 


MonTacvu, G. M. 


VERY Communication has an inherent 

Power and Authority to make new, and 
alter, repeal, explain and amend former Laws and 
Regulations, for the real Benefit of the Frater- 
nity, provided always that the o/d Uſages and Me- 
morials be carefully and faithfully obſerved, 


Mor ToN, G. M. 


THAT no Brother do preſume to print the Pro- 
ceedings of the Communications quarterly or an- 
nual, or to print, or cauſe to be printed, any Part 
thereof, or the Names of any Perſon preſent at 
ſuch Communication, without the Conſent, Com- 
mand, and Direction of the Grand-Maſter, his 
Deputy and Wardens, or of the whole Commu-. 
nication : He or they ſo offending ſhall not be 
owned for a Brother, nor admitted into any Com- 
mittee of Charity or Grand Lodge, or any Lodge 
whatſoever, to bear any Office in the Craft. 
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REGULATIONS for CLOTHING. 
Nokrol k, G. M. 


HE Grand Lodge ordered, that none but 

the Grand-Maſter, his Deputy and War- 

dens, who are the oN LV Grand-Officers, ſhall 
wear their Jewels in Gold, pendent to BLuE 

RIB BONSs, about their Necks. and white Leather 

Aprons lined with blue Silk ; which Sort of Aprons 

are to be'worn by all former Grand Officers. | 

MasTERs and Wardens of particular Lodges. 
may line their white Leather Aprons with white 
Silk, and muſt have their Jewels pendent to 
wHITE RIBBONS about their Necks, and no 
other. 

TE Stewards for the Ye ſhall 15 their 
Jewels of Silver, ungilt, pendent to red Ribbons, 
with white Rods, and to line their white Leather 
Aprons with red Silk; and former Stewards ſhall 
be allowed to wear the ſame Sort of Aprons, and 
that no other Brethren do- preſume to wear the 
ſame: And that the Deputation from the Stewards 


Lodge ſhall wear a Pee Jewel keypad i in the 
red Ribbon, | 


-v 
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The GENTLEMEN, who have 
ſerved the Office of 8 EWARDS 
to the SociETY of FRRE and 
AccEr TED MAS ONs, from. 
1728 to 17533. Y 


4 —— 


— — 


CoLERANE, G. M. 


ES SIEU RS John Revis, Edwin Ward, 
Samuel Stead, William Wilſon, William 
Hoſhins, Thomas Reaſon, Gerrard Hatley, William 
Tew, Theod, Cheriholm, William Benn, Thomas 
Alfard, and Henry Smart, 


KINGSTON, 


Wh STOR v, Se. 187 


Lire G. M. 


Tus ſirſt ſix in the former Liſt again ; ; to 


which were added, James Chambers, Eſq; Meſſrs. 


Pread, Bardo, ſenior and junior, Charles Hoare 
and William Sarjeant. 


Nok Fork, G. M. 


GEO. Douglas, M. D. James Chambers, Thomas 
Moor, Fohn Atwood, Thomas Durant, Eſqrs. Meſirs. 
George Page, John Haines, William Milward, 
Roger Lacy, Charles er eng "Joon Calcot, aha 
John W 


Love L, G. M. 


GEO RG E Rocks, James this Smythe, John 


Bridges, Whrriot Ormond, Arthur Moore, Vinal 
Taverner, Claud Creſpigny, William Blount, Eſqrs. 
Colonel John Pitt, Meſſts. Henry Tatam, Thomas 
Griffith and Solomon SOON. 


MonTacurs, G. M. 


7 O HN. Ward, Jobn Delton, Henry: Butler 
Pacy, John Read, Milliam Buſbey, Philip Barnes, 


Eſqrs. John Mixaubin, M. D. Meſſis. Fobn, 


Dwight, Richard Baugh, Thomas Shank, Famer 
Crfens,, and Gharles e, 


STRATH= 
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STRATHMORE, G. M. 


811 Edward Manſell, 3 Charles 22 
zendorf, Iſaac Muere, Preſcot Pepper, Chriſtopher 
Neville, Richard Matthews, Eſqrs. Richard Raw- 
linſon, L. L. D. and F. R. S. Fotherley Baker, 


Samuel Berington, John Pitt, William Verelſt, and 
Henry e Eſqrs. 


Cr AUFURD, G. M. 


SIR Robert Lawley, Bart. 7/illiam Graeme, M. D. 
and F. R. 8. Martin Clare, A. M. and F. R. 8. 
Jcehn Theobald, M. D. Charles HFleetoood, Thomas 
Beech, Eſqrs. Captain Ralph Farwinter, Meyer 
Schomberg, M. D. Robert Wright, Eſq; Meſſrs. 


Thomas Slaughter, 5 er and I liam | 
Hoegartb. 


WEVYMOU TE, G. M. 


| EDWARD Heady, M. D. and F. R. 8. James 
Ruck, junior, Jobn Feſſe, Fames Styles, Eſqrs. 
{aac S chomberg, M. D. Meſſrs. John Gowland, 
Benjamin Gaſcoyne, Walter Weldon, Richard Sawle, 
James Pringle and Francis Blythe. 


Lovpoun, G. M. 


| Sir Bouchier Wray, Baronet, George Bot homley, 
Charles Murray, Eſqrs. Captains John Lloyd and 
Charles Scott, Lewis Theobald, M. D. Meſſrs. Peter 
M Culloch, Thomas Feffreys, Peter Leige, Thomas 
Baehm, Benjamin Da Coſta, and Nathaniel Adams. 

DARNLEY, 
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DARNLEY, G. M. 


CAPTAIN Andrew Robinſon, Robert Foy, James 
Colquhoun, William Chapman, Henry Higden, and 
Harry Leigh, Eſqrs. Stephen Beaumont, M. D. 
Meſſrs. Maſes Mendez, George Monkman, Stephen 
Le Bas, Chriſtopher Taylor, and Simon de Charmes, 


CAERNARYON, G. M. 


THE Hon. Jobn Chichefler and Nathaniel Old- 
ham, Eſqrs. Meſſrs. Samuel Lowman, Foſeph Harris, 
Richard Robinſon, Paul- Henry Robinſon, Iſaac Bar- 
rett, Alexander Pollock, Thomas Adamſon, Thomas 
Parry, and George Armſtrong. 


 RAYM9ND, G. M. 


WILLIAM Vaughan, Eſq; Meſſrs. Efquire Cary, 
Manſell Branſby, Job Faber, John Saint, Fobn 
Sowdon, James Bernard, David Dumonchel, Bryan 


Dawſon, William - Ruck, Michael Combrune, = - 
George Maſon, | 


EinToRE, G. M. 


_ Count Edward - Frederick Taube, Meſſrs. Daniel 
Carne, James Wallace, Fohn Gordin, Peter Hemet, 
George Caton, William Salt, William Arnald, Lewis 
de Vaux, Edward Rudge, Richard Shergold, and 

7 obn W 5 nger. 
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STRATHMORE, G. M. 


S1R Edward Manſell, Baronet, Charles Holi- 
zendorf, Iſaac Muere, Preſcot Pepper, Chriſtopher 
Neville, Richard Matthews, Eſqrs. Richard Raw- 
linſon, L. L. D. and F. R. S. Fotherley Baker, 


Samuel Berington, John Pitt, William Verelft, and 
Henry e Eſqrs. 


CRAUFURD, G. M. 


SIR Robert Lawley, Bart. William Graeme, M. D. 
and F. R. S. Martin Clare, A. M. and F. R. 8. 
Jebhn Thecbald, M. D. Charles Fleetwood, Thomas 
Beech, Eſqrs. Captain Ralph Farwinter, Meyer 


| Schomberg, M. D. Robert Wright, Eſq; Meſlrs, 
Thomas Slaughter, Fames Bs and Us illiam 


Hogartb. 


WEVIMOU TRE, G. M. 


EDWARD Hedy, M. D. and F. R. S. Jamer 
Ruck, junior, John Feſſe, James Styles, Eſqrs. 
Haac Schomberg, M. D. Meſſrs. ohn Gowland, 
Benjamin Gaſcoyne, Walter Weldon, Richard Saul, 
James * and Francis Blythe. 


Lou pour, G. M. 


81 Bouchier Mray, Baronet, George Bothomley, 
Charles Murray, Eſqrs. Captains John Lloyd and 
Charles Scott, Lewrs Theobald, M. D. Meſſrs. Peter 
M Culloch, Thomas Feffreys, Peter Leige, Thomas 
Boehm, Benjamin Da Cofta, and Nathaniel Adams. 

DARNLEXL, 
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DARNLEY, G. M. 


CAPTAIN Andrew Robinſon, Robert Foy, James 
Colquhoun, William Chapman, Henry Higden, and 
Harry Leigh, Eſqrs. Stephen Beaumont, M. D. 
Meſſrs. Moſes Mendez, George Monkman, 8 tephen 
Le Bas, Chriſtopher Taylor, and Simon de Charmes. 


CAERNARVON, G. M. 


Tas E Hon. John Chicheſter and Nathaniel Old- 
ham, Eſqrs. Meſſrs. Samuel Lowman, Foſeph Harris, 
Richard Robinſon, Paul- Henry Robinſon, Iſaac Bar- 


reit, Alexander Pollack, Thomas Adamſon, Thomas 
Parry, and Yue Armſirong. | 


Ravi b, G. M. 


WILLIAM Vaughan, Eſq; Meſſrs. Eſquire Cary, 
Manſell Branſby, Jobn Faber, John Saint, Fobn 


Sowdon, James Bernard, David Dumonchel, Bryan 


Dawſon, William Ruck, Mi . Combrunc, and 
George A 


KINTORI, G. M. 


Count Edward-Fredericl Taube, Meſſrs. Daniel 
Carne, James Wallace, Fobn Gordin, Peter Hemet, 
George Caton, William Salt, William Arnald, Liwis 
de Vaux, Edward Rudge, Richard Shergeld, and 

Vohn Spronger. | 
Mok TON, 
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-.- OT ON, G. M. 

HENRY Lyell, Eſq; John Traile, A. M. 
Meſſrs. Edward Trevor, Talbot Waterhouſe, Robert- 
Bateman Wray, Anthony Benn, Stephen Rogers, 
Peter Le Maiftre, Edmund Brydges, lion” Vol, 
Thomas Pownall and Feſeph Heett. | 


Warp, G. M. 


Tur Hon. and Rev. Godfrey Darunay, Thema: 
Lediard, and Thomas Smith, Eſqrs. Meſſrs. John 
Coggs, Thomas Clipperton, Charles Dubuy, Luke 
Hider, Robert Michell, William Mountaine, Thomas 
Gri ffiths, John Torr, and Peter Gordon. 


Sn monk, G. M. 


GEORGE Powlett, Fohn Stone and James 
Bennett, Eſqrs. George Pile, Doctor of Phyſick, 
Meſſrs. John Villeneau, Fames Whitworth, William 
| Rogers, James Wilford, Thomas Chaddocle, Robert 

Chetke and Fleming Pinck/ton, _ © 


CRANSTOUN, G. M. 


THOMAS Mamingham, Doctor of Phyſick, 
the Hon. Robert Shirley, Eſq Colonel Samuel 
Berington, Meſſrs. George Clarke, Matthew Creygh- 
ton, John Feary, Peter Clerke, Robert Young, Mil- 

liam Rogers, aſepb Lycett, John Spranger, and 


Phea * Hartley. 
BYRON, 
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Byron, G. M. 


Tux Hon. Famer Carnithat, Ea; Sir Richard 
Mrotteſley, Baronet, Meſſrs. Bernhard - Joachim 
Boetefeur, Robert Marcellus, George Steidel, Stephen 
Yonge, Richard Lane, Thomas Taylor, Charles Wale, 
John Fourdan, Joſeph Breuitt and George Forbes, 


 CanrvsrForrT, G. M. 


PETER Leigh, John Price, Thomas- Huſſey 
Apreece, Francis-Blake Delaval and Richard Sa- 
vage, Eſqrs. the Hon. Captain William Montagu, 
Captain Edward Eyre, Meſſrs. James Shruder, 
Milliam Bizett, Mark —_ Henry Smith and 
Buckle Banſen. 


AN 


ACCOU NT 


FREE- MASONS. 


By ROoBERI PL o T, L. L. D. 


Keeper of the A/hmolean Muſeum, and 
Profeſſor of Chemiſtry in the Univer- 
ſity of . | 


T7: EY have a Cuſtom in. Staffirdhire of 
admitting Men into the Society of Free- 
Maſons, that in the Maorelands of this Country 
ſeems to be of greater Requeſt than any where 
elſe, though I find the Cu/lom ſpread more or leſs 


all over the Nation; for here I found Perſons of 
the 
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the moſt eminent Quality, that did not. diſdain to 
be of this Fellowſhip ;, nor indeed need they, were 
it of that Antiquity and Honour, that is pretended in 
a large Parchment Volume they have amongſt them: 
Containing, the H. tory and Rules of the Craft of 
Maſonry, which is there deduced not only from 
ſacred Writ, but profane Story ; particularly that it 
was brought into England by St. Amphibal, and firſt 
communicated to St. Alban, who ſet down the 
Charges of Maſonry, and was made Pay- Maſter and 
Governor of the King's Works, and gave them 
Charges and Manners as St. Amphibal had taught 
him : Which were after confirmed by King Athel- 
flan, whoſe youngeſt Son Edwyn loved: well Ma- 
ſonry, took upon him the Charges, and learned the 
Manners, and obtained for them of his Father a free | 
Charter. Whereupon he cauſed them to aſſemble: 
at York, and to bring all the old Books of their Craft, 
and out of them ordained ſuch Charges and Man- 
ners, as they then thought fit: Which Charges i +; 
the ſaid Scrole or Parchment Volume, are in part de- 
clared: And thus was the Craft. of Maſonry grounded 
and confir med in Exgland. It is alſo there declared, 
that theſe Charges and Manners were after peruſed 
and approved by King Henry VI. and his Council, 
both as to Maſters and Fellows of this right wor- 
ſhipful Craft. 

INTO which Society, when any are admitted, they 
call a Meeting (or Ladge, as they term it in ſome 
Places) which muſt conſiſt atleaſt of five or fix of the. 
inioarot the Order, whom the Candidates preſent, 


RK | | with 
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with Gloves, and ſo likewiſe to their VMives, and 
entertain with a Collation, according to the Cuſtom 
of the Place: This ended, they proceed to the Ad- 
miſſion of them, which chiefly conſiſts in the Com- 
munication of certain ſecret Signs, whereby they 
are known to one another all over the Nation, by 
which Means they have Maintenance whitherever 


they travel; for if any Man appear, though alto- 


gether unknown) that can ſhew any of theſe Signs 
to a Fellow of the Society, whom they otherwiſe call 
an accepted Maſon, he is obliged preſently to come 
to him, from what Company or Place ſoe ver he be 
in; my, though from the Top of a Szeeple, what 
Hazard or Inconvenience ſoever he run, to know 
his Pleaſure, and aſſiſt him; viz. if he want York, 

he is bound to find him ſome ; or if he cannot do 
that, to give him Money, or otherwiſe ſupport him 
till Merk can be had, which is one of their Articles; 
and it is another, that they adviſe the Maſters they 
work for, according to the beſt of their Skill, ac- 
quainting them with the Goodneſs or Badneſs of 
their Materials; and if they be any Way out in the 
Contrivance of the Buildings, modeſtly to reQtify 
them in it; that Maſonry be not diſhonoured; and 
many ſuch like that are commonly known : But 
ſame others they have (to which they are ſworn, 


after their Faſhion) that none know but themſelves, 


which I have Reaſon to ſuſpect, are much worſe 
than theſe, perhaps as bad as this Hiſtory of the 
Craft itſelf; than which there is nothing 1 ever met 


with, more falſe or incoherent. 


F go 
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Fon not to mention that St. Amphibalus, by ju- 

dicious Perſons, is thought rather to be the Cloak, 
than Maſter of St. Alban; or how unlikely it is 
that St. Alban himſelf in ſuch a barbarous Age, and 
in Times of Perſecution, ſhould. be Superviſor of any 
Works; it is plain that King Athelffan was never 
married, or ever had ſo much as any natural Iſſue; 
' (unleſs 1 give Way to the fabulous Hiſtory of Guy 
Earl of Warwick, whoſe eldeſt Son, Reynburn, is 
ſaid indeed to have been married to Leoneat, the 
ſuppoſed Daughter of Athelſtan, which will not ſerve 
the Turn neither) much leſs ever had he a lawful 
Son Edwyn, of whom I find not the leaſt Umbrage 
in Hiſtory. He had indeed a Brother of that Name, 
of whom he was ſo jealous, though very young when 
he came to the Crown, that he ſent him to Sea in 
a Pinnace, without Tackle or Oar, only in Com- 
pany with a Page, that his Death might be im- 
puted to the Vaves, and not him; whence the young 
Prince, not able to maſter his Paſſions, caſt hunſelf 
headlong into the Sea, and there died. Who how 
unlikely to learn their Manners; to get them a 
Charter; or call them 9 at es let the 
Reader judge. 

YET more improbable it is ſill, that Henry VI. 
and his Council, ſhould ever peruſe or approve their 
Charges and Manners, and ſo confirm theſe right 
worlhipſul Maſters and Fellows, as they are called 
in the Scrole : For in the third Year of his Reign, 
when he could not be four Years old, I find an 42 
of Parliament quite aboliſhing this Society: It being 
K 2 | therein 


of 
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therein ordained, that no Congregations and Confe- 
deracies ſhould be made by Maſons, in their general 
Chapters and Aſſemblies, whereby the good Courſe 
and Effect of the Statutes of Labourers were vio- 
| lated and broken in Subverſion of Law : And that 
thoſe who cauſed ſuch Chapters or Congregations to 
be holden, ſhould be adjudged Felons ; and thoſe 
Maſons that came to them ſhould be puniſhed by 
Impriſonment, and make Fine and Ranſom at the 
King's Will. So very much out was the Compiler 
of this Hi flory of the Craft of Maſenry, and ſo little 
Skill had he in our Chronicles and Laws, Which 
Statute, though repealed by a ſubſequent 4 in the 
fifth of Elizabeth, whereby Servants and Labourers 
are compelled to ſerve, and their Jages limited; 
and all Mafters made puniſhed for giving more 
Wages than what is taxed by the Juſtices, and the 
Servants if they take it, &c. Yet this Act too being 
but little obſerved, it is ſtill to be feared these 
Chapters of Free-Maſons do as much Miſchief as 
before, which if one may eſtimate by the Penalty, 


Was anciently ſo great, that perhaps it ogy be 
uſctul to examine Them: now, 


[Natural Hi Hory of Staffordſhire, oy: viii. 
p. 316, 317, 318,] 
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A Detection of Dr. Plot's Account of the 
FRrEE-MasSons. 


HAT could induce the ſagacious Doctor 

to ſtep ſo far out of his Way, or to med- 

dle with a Matter fo foreign to the Purpoſe of a 
natural Hiftorian, may, at this Diftance of Time, 
be a little difficult to determine; but moſt certain 
it is, his rude and infipid Cor jectures and Miſtepre- 
ſentations of the Free-Maſons, to whoſe Founda- 
tion and Hiftory he was an abſolute Stranger, are 
not more falſe and groundlefs, than his Conduct in 
that Affair was baſe, inſidious and unworthy of any 
Writer who had the leaſt Regard ſor Truth; and, 
beſides it was ungrateful, becauſe the Bread he cat 
was furniſhed him by Mr. 4Þmole, the greateſt Ma- 
| ſon of his Day, and who could, had the good Doc- 
tor been in the leaſt inclined to receive it, have given 
him ample Satisfaction, which will ſet this unbiaſſed 
Hiſtory in a Point of View, very little to the Cre- 
dit of the ſupple, and as it will be found, time- 
ſerving Doctor Plot. A ſmall Portion of Grati- 
tude for all the good Things he had received-at the 
Hands of his Mafter, ſhould have prompted him to 
have cleared up as far as he was able, the Hiſtory of 
Alban, Amphibalus, and Prince Edwin, all envelloped 
with great Obſcurities in the Hiſtories of Britain, 
though clear and evident enough in the Annals and 
Traditions of Mafonry : It may be prefumed, be 
3 Would 


\ 
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would have gained much more Reputation and Ho- 
nour, than he could ever hope to reap by theſe un- 
rultifiable Cenſures: Either of which would have 
tound him ſufficient Employment, and prevented 
his Attempts to degrade a Society, of whoſe Story 
his own Account marks him confeſſedly ignorant. 
As this Society has been ſo very ancient. as to riſe 
beyond the Reach of Records, there need. not be 
much wonder made, that a Mixture of Fable is 
found in its early Hiſtory, about the Time of their 
firſt Eſtabliſhment in this Iſland ; as the ſame De- 
fect is avowedly confeſſed by all Hiſtorians con- 
cerning the ancient Foundations in our own and 
Other Nations. | 

ST. Alban, the firſt Perſon honoured with the 
Doctor's candid Suggeſtions, is famous for being 
the firſt Chriſtian who ſuffered Martyrdom in this 
Iſland; and alſo for being the firſt Maſter-General, 
Surveyor or Grand- Maſter of Maſons, as is ſet 
forth in an ancient Writing called, The Ghe/t of 
Maſenry : He was born at Verulam, of Pagan Pa- 
rents: In his Youth he took a Journey to Rome, in 
Company with Amphibalus, of the City of Caer- Leon, 
ſuppoſed by many to be by Birth a Roman; and 
there ſerved for ſeven Years in the Army of the 
Emperor Diocletian. Leland tells us, that at the 
Time St. Alban flouriſhed, Learning, and the 
polite Arts, had been Jately introduced by the Ne- 
mans into Britain, which was now become a Pro- 
vince of the Empire ; and that the Youth of Qua- 
lity and Diſtinction uſed to travel to Rome for Im- 

| | proyement 
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provement in Knowledge and the Sciences.“ Be- 
ing returned home, he lived highly honoured in 
the Town of Verulam, where, through the Exam- 
ple and Inſtructions of his Fellow-Tiaveller, Am- 
phibalus, he became a thorough Convert to the 
chriſtian Religion: In the tenth and laſt general 
Perſecution of the Chriſtians, in the Year 302, 
he was beheaded for the ſame, a Favour intended 
bim on the Account of his noble Birth 4 at Halm- 
hur/t, ſince called Derſwald, where now the Town 
of St. Alban ſtands; to the laſting Honour” of 
whoſe Name and Metits King Offa in after Times 
founded a moſt magnificent Monaſtery, 

Tax Emperor Carauſias (under whom Alban bore 
great Sway ; and wes the Steward of his Houthold, 
and Overſeer or Surveyor of his Works) governed 
the Empire of Britain, with an upright and un- 
ſtained Reputation ; and above all, was a very 
great Encourager of Learning and learned Men, 
and improved the Country in civil Arts; was a 
Man of real Merit, and. intended to have eſta- 
bliſhed an Empire in Britain; for which End he 
had made a great Collection of Workmen, and 
bother Artificers, from all Parts: The People en- 
joyed perſect Peace and. Tranquillity under him for 
ſeveral Years, is manifeſt from all our Hiſtorians 4, 
His Builders, and other Artificers, were employed 
by him in very large Bodies, is evident from diffe- 
ET a | tent 

* Leland, Comment. de Script. Brit. c. 18 f Speed's 
Chron. Stowe, Echard, &. . Guthiie's Hiſt. Eng. 
v. 1. p. 5% i Ts. 7 
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Tent Writers ; but in particular from the Oration 
of Eumenius, the Panegyriſt, ſetting forth what 
great Numbers of Maſons had then left the Iſland ; 
< Even your City of Autun, ſays he, moſt devoted 
fo your Service, and in whoſe Name I am eſpecially 
to congratulate you; has been well ſtored with 
Artificers (Architects and Maſons) ſince your Vic- 
tory over the Britons, whoſe Provinces abounded 
with them: And now, by their Workmanſhip, 
the ſame City of Autun riſes in Splendor, by the 
rebuilding of their ancient Houſes, erecting publick 
Works, and the Inſtauration of Temples : So that 
the ancient Name of a Roman Brotherhood, which 
they long fir.ce enjoyed, is again reſtored, by hav- 
zur imperial Majeſty for their ſecond Foun- 
wer #2 From hence it is beyond all Doubt, that 
ti: Nedudth n of Dr izain, occafioned many excel- 
Jeiit At t:hicers to po over to the Continent, who 
had been entertained by Carauſius, and had ſo 
greatly contributed to the Beauty, Convenience, 
and Magnificence of the Iſland, that Conſtantius 
Chl:rus choſe to make it the Seat of his Empire. 
TE Story of Alban's Martyrdom is briefly re- 
lated by Gildas ; but more circumſtantially and at 
large by Venerable Bede, who ſays, that he being 
yet a Pagan (or not publickly known for a Chriſ- 
tian) entertained the before-mentioned Amphibalus 
in his Houſe; the Reman Governor being informed 
that he harboured a Chriſtian, ſent a Party of Sol- 
diers to apprebend him; but Alban putting Tab 
it 
. Paneg. Emp. Maximian. Aug. Diet. | 
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Habit of his Gueſt, preſented himſelf to the Officers 
in his Stead, and was carried before the Magiſtrate, 
where he conducted himſelf with a noble and gal- 
lant Freedom, which immediately brought on him 
the Puniſhment already related. The Garment of 
Amphibalus, which Alban upon this Occaſion put 
on, is called by Bede, and in ancient Writers, 
Caracalla ; which is rendered by the Saxon inter- 
preter of Bede, a Monkifh Habit. This Caracalla, 
was a Kind of Cloak with a Could, moſt reſembling 
the Ephod or ſacerdotal Veſtment of the Few! 
Prieſts. Thomas Malſingham relates, that this 
Garment was preſerved in a large Cheſt in the 
Church of £ly, which was opened in the Reign of 
Edward II. Anno Dem. 1314. This Hiftorian ſays 
farther, that it was the ſame that Alban received 
irom his Mafter Amphibalus, and the fame in which 
te ſuffered Death, Thomas Rudburn, who after 
r-lating what Wulſing bam had done before him, 
and both of at leaft equal Authority with Dr. Plot, 
goes farther, and ſays, there was found with the 
(Garment, an ancient Writing in theſe Words: 
This is the Caracalla of St. Amphibalus the Monk 
and Preceptor of St: Alban; in which that Proto- 
Martyr of England ſuffered Death, under the cruel 
Perſecution of Diocletian again/t the Chriflians, 

IT is confeſſed that the Martyrdom of Ampbi- 
balus, is not mentioned by Gildas, Bede, or in any of 
the ancient Martyrologies ; but Mattheu Paris, and 
many other Hiſtorians, vouch the Matter of Far, 
and refer to a Book of great Antiquity in the Mo- 

K 5 naſter 


200 The HISTORY of 
rent Writers; but in particular from the Oration 
of Eumenius, 'the Panegyriſt, ſetting forth what 
great Numbers of Maſons had then left the Iſland ; 
Even your City of Autun, ſays he, moſt devoted 
to your Service, and in whoſe Name I am eſpecially 
to congratulate you; has been well ſtored with 
Artificers (Architects and Maſons) ſince your Vic- 
tory over the Britons, whoſe Provinces abounded 
with them: And now, by their Workmanſhip, 
the ſame City of Autun riſes in Splendor, by the 
rebuilding of their ancient Houſes, erecting publick 
Works, and the Inſtauration of Temples : So that 
the ancient Name of a Roman Brotherhood, which 
toy long fires enjoyed, is again reftored, by have 
02 your. imperial Majeſty tor their ſecond Foun- 
def *,” From hence it is beyond all Doubt, that 
1 Redudtn n of H itain, occationed many excel- 
jeitt A tificers to go over to the Continent, who 
hid been entertained by Carauſius, and had ſo 
greatly contributed to the Beauty, Convenience, 
and Magnificence of the Iſland, that Con/tantius 
Chlirus choſe to make it the Seat of his Empire. 
THe Story of Alban's Martyrdom is briefly re- 
lated by Gi/das ; but more cixcumſtantially and at 
large by Venerable Bede, who ſays, that he being 
yet a Pagan (or not publickly known for a Chriſ- 
tian) entertained the before-mentioned Amphibalus 
in his Houſe ; the Reman Governor being informed 
that he harboured a Chriſtian, ſent a Party of Sol- 
diers to apprebend him; but Alban putting on the 
| | Habit 

* Paneg. Emp. Maximian. Aug. Dit, 
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Habit of his Gueſt, preſented himſelf to the Officers 
in his Stead, and was carricd before the Magiſtrate, 
where he conducted himſelf with a noble and gal- 
lant Freedom, which immediately brought on him 
the Puniſhment already related, The Garment of 
Amphibalus, which Alban upon this Occaſion put 
on, is called by Bede, and in ancient Writers, 
Caracalla ; which is rendered by the Saxon inter- 
preter of Bede, a Monkifh Habit. This Caracalla, 
was a Kind of Cloak with a Coun, moſt refembllng 
the Ephod or facerdotal Veſtment of the Few! 
Prieſts. Thomas M alſingbam relates, that this 
Garment was preſerved in a large Cheſt in the 
Church of h, which was opened in the Reign of 
Edward II. Anno Dem. 1314. This Hiſtorian ſays 
farther, that it was the ſame that Alban received 
irom his Maſter Amphibalus, and the fame in which 
te fuftrred Death, Thomas Rudburn, Who after 
relating what W/alſmgham had done before him, 
and Both of at leaſt equal Authority with Dr. Plot, 
goes farther, and ſays, there was found with the 
Gatrment, an ancient Writing in theſe Words: 
This is the' Caracalla of St. Amphibalus the Monk 
and Preceptor of St: Alban; in which that Proto- 
Martyr of England ſuffered Death, under the cruel 
Perſecution of Diocletian againſt the Chriſtiann. 

IT is confeſſed that the Martyrdom of Anpbi- 
balus, is not mentioned by Gilaas, Bede, or in any of 
the ancient Martyrologies; but Matthes Paris, and 
many other Hiſtorians, vouch the Matter of Fat, 
#ng refer to a Book of great Antiquity in the Mo- 

K 5 naſterf 
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naſtery of St. Alban. As to the Name Amphibalus 
upon which Dr. Plot endeavours to play, it muſt 
be owned that the learned Primate Uher, is of 
Opinion, that it was not the real Name of St. Alban's 
Inſtructor, but more properly belonged to the. 
Caracalla before mentioned, as «pPPanraw ſig- 
nifies in the Greek Language the ſame as induere 
or accingere, ic. Veſtem, a Garment *. Had 
Dr. Plot been as modeſt in his Judgment as the 
learned Archbiſhop, he had not ſtepped ſo far over 
Truth; to aſſert that many learned and judicious 
Writers were of Opinion, that Amphibalus was 
rather the Cloak than Maſter of St. Alban, when 
no Author of any Name or. Credit, had' mentioned 
this Surmiſe, ſave Archbiſhop Uſher, and he only 
as a probable Suggeſtion, and not what he had any 
true Grounds to believe. It is remarkable that not 
only the Cathedral Church of Z/nche/ter t, in the 
Days of Conſtantine, but many other Churches 
were dedicated to St. Amphibalus, the Maſter of 
St. Alban : Many Authors, of the greateſt Credit 
and Authority, ſpeak of him with Reverence and 
Honour, and eſpecially Zohannes Caius t, who in- 
torms us that he was born at Caer-Leon, in which 
e is ſupported by ſeveral Authors, and alſo that he 
was Rector of the Univerſity of Cambridge. It 
was never alledged among the Maſons, or in any 
vi their Hiſtories of the Craft, that Ampbibalus, 
WH though 


ws Uerii Brit Eccles. Anti; p. 779. 4 Tanner's 
watitia Monaſt. folio, p. 152, 1 Hiſt, Cantab. L. 1. 
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though owned a worthy Brother, was the Inſtruc- 
tor of St. Alban in any other Reſpect than in tho'e 
moral and divine Subjects, which brought about the 
Converſion of the latter to the chriſtian Faith ; ſo 
that the diſcerning Doctor, in all probability, 
thought that Alban could not want an Inſtructor, ex- 
cept in the Art of Building, and how likely that was, 
in thoſe ignorant and barbarous Times, thoſe Times 
of groſs Darkneſs, as his Love for Truth calls the Day; 
(very fitting Expreſſions to ſalve his own Ignorance 
and Vanity, ) when People were ſo much deluded 
as to be converted to the Faith of Chri/t, by 
Thouſands and ten Thouſands; muſt be ſub- 
mitted to the Judgment of the unt rejudiced Rea- 
der, with this farther Remark, that Dr. Plot hap- 
| pens, in his charitable Opinions, to ſtand alone, 
not having one Hiſtorian, great or ſmall, credible 
or fabulous, to prop his ſlimſey Conjectures with, 

Having done with the Hiſtory of St. Alan 
and Amphibalus, the Doctor proceeds to the Story 
of Prince Edwin, the Brother of King Athe! Man: 
In this he deals as inge nuouſly 2s in the former : 
The only Blemiſh that the Hiſtorians find in the 
whole Reign of Athelſtan, is the ſuppoſed Murder, 
or putting wrongfully to Death his Brother, Prince 
Edwin, which is in itſelf ſo improvable, and all 
Things conſidered, ſo ſlenderly atteſted, that it does 

not deſerve a Place among good Hiflorians. 

Tx excellent Writer, of the Life of King 
Athelſian“, has og ſo clear and ſo per feta Vic 


ot 


* Biog. Drit- vol. 1. p. 63. 


204 The HIS Tov 


of this Event, that the Reader cannot receive 
greater Satisſaction than in that Author's o] 
Words. | 

THE Buſineſs of Edwin? 5 Death, is a Point the 
moſt obſcure in the Story of this Ling; and, to ſay 
the Truth, not one even of our beſt Hiſtorians, hath 
written clearly, or with due Attention concerning 
it. The Fact, as commonly received, is this. The 
King ſuſpeRing his younger Brother Edwin, of de- 
ſigning to deprive him of his Crown, cauſed him, 


notwithſtanding his Proteſtations of Innocency, to 


be put on board a leaky Ship, with his Armour- 
bearer and Page. The young Prince, unable to 
hear the Severity of the Weather, and Want of 


Food, deſperately drowned himſelf ; ſome Time 


utter, the King's Cup-bearer, who had been the 
chief Cauſer of this Act of Cruelty, happened, as 


lie was ſerving the King at Table, to trip with one 


Foot, but recovering himſelf with the other, See 
ſaid he pleaſantly, how Brothers afford each other 
Help; which ſtriking the King with the Remem- 


brance of what himſelf had done, in taking off 


Edwin, who might have helped him in his Wars, 
he cauſed that Buſineſs to be more thoroughly ex- 
amined, and finding his Brother had been falſly 


accuſed, cauſed his Cup-bearer to be put to a cruel 


Death, endured himſelf ſeven Years ſharp Penance, 


and built the two Monaſteries of Middleton and 


Michelneſs, to atone for this baſe and bloody Fact“. 


Dr. Howell, ſpeaking of this Story, treats it as if | 


very 


* Speed's Chronicle, Book vii. ch. 38. 
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very indifferently founded, and, on that Account,” 
unworthy of Credit . Abbot Brompton tells the 
Story at large , and after him moſt of the later Wri- 
ters as uſual, that is, with an Addition of various 
Circumſtances, ſo that it cannot be ſaid, this Story 
is without Foundation. Buchanan hath improved 
it very happily. Thus it runs in his Writings. 
They, that is the Engliſh Writers, make this 
| Athelftan guilty of Parricide, in killing his Father 
and his two Brothers, Edred and Edwin: whoſe 
Right it was to ſucceed their Father in his King- 
dean Fame increaſes the Suſpicion, that Pigs 
was violently put to Death, becauſe it attributes to 
| him the Title of Martyr f.“ Buchanan cites no 
Authority whatſoever for this, becauſe indeed there 
could be no Authority cited. Whatever he did by 
Edwin, moſt certainly Atbeſſtan did not murder 
Edred, ſince he not only ſurvived, but ſucceeded 
him in the Kingdom. As for the Murder of his 
Father, that is the pure Effect of Buchanan's Igno- 
rance, he miſtook Hadward the Elder, who was 
really the Father of Athelflan, for Edward the 
Martyr, who began his Reign in 975, that is, five 
and thirty Years after Athelſtan was in his Grave, 
Such is the Accuracy, ſuch the Integtity, of this 
Writer. In like Manner Kapin gives us this Story, 
without the leaſt Mark of Doubt or Heſitation &, 


and 
* Gon iP. ne 01 3-295 ni eh 
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and yet we preſume, there are ſome ſtrong Rea- 
ſons againſt the Credit of this whole Story, and- 
ſtill ſtronger againſt that Part of it, which alledges 
Eqwin to have been unjuſtly put to Death. Simeon 
of Durham, and the Saxon Chronicle, ſay no more, 
than that Edwin was drowned by his Brother's Com- 
mand, in the Year 933 *. Brompton places it in 
the firſt, or at fartheſt in the ſecond, Year of his 
Reign; and he tells us the Story of the rotten 
Ship, and of his puniſhing the Cup- bearer T. Wil- 
liam of Malmſbury, who is very circumſtantial, ſays 
he only tells us what he heard +; but Matthew, 
the Flower-gatherer &, ſtamps the whole down as 
an indubitable Truth, Yet-theſe diſcordant Dates 
are not to be accounted for, If he was drowned 
in the ſecond, he could not be alive in the tenth 
Year of the King. The firſt is the more probable 
Date, becauſe about that Time there certainly was 
a Conſpiracy againſt King Athelſtan, in order to 
dethrone him, and put out his Eyes, yet he did not 
put the Author of it to Death; is it likely then 
that he ſhould order his Brother to be thrown into 
the Sea upon bare Suſpicion? But the Reader muſt + 
remember, that we cite the ſame Hiſtorians, who 
Have told us this Story, to prove that Athelſtan was 
unanimouſly acknowledged King, his Brethren be- 
ing too young to-govern ; one would think then,” 


"they: 


* Simeon. Dunelm. p. 154. Chron. Saxon. p. 111. 


+ Chronicon, p. 828. 4 De Geſt. R. A. lb. i. 
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they could not be old enough to conſpire. If we 
take the ſecond Date, the whole Story is deſtroyed; 
the King could not do ſeven Years Penance, for he 
did not live ſo long; and as for the Tale of the Cup- 
bearer, and his ſtumbling at the King's Table, the 
ſame Story is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered 
the Brother of Edward the Confeſſor. Laſtly, no- 
thing is clearer from Hiſtory, than that Aibelſtan 
was remarkably kind to his Brethren and Sifters, for 
whoſe Sakes he lived ſingle, and therefore one would- 
think his Brother had leſs n to N 
againſt him. 
How likely is Dr. Plet's whole Story of the Pin- 
nace and the Page, compared with the forego- 
ing? For the Probability of Edwin's calling the 
Maſons together at York, or getting them a Char- 
ter, it need but be remembered that en kept 
his Court for ſome Time in that City *, received 
there, ſeveral Embaſſies from foreign Princes, and 
Preſents, of various Kinds, both rich and coſtly, 
from different Parts of the World, and in ſhort, was 
loved, honoured, and admired, by all the Princes 
in Europe, who ſought his Friendſhip, and courted 
his Alliance. To all his Brothers and Siſters he, 
was remarkably kind, indeed a Father to them; 
and from that his fatherly Care, Prince £4win has 
been by many ancient Maſons, called the Son of 
Athel/ſtan ; a Thing not uncommon in many In- 
ſtances for Ages ſince that. Moreover the Activity 
aud N Conduct of 2 rendered "= _ 
tteit - 
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fitteſt Perſon, to be Grand-Maſter of the Maſons, 
who at that Time were employed in very great 

Numbers in repairing and building Churches and 
other Edifices, not only in the City of York, but 
at Beverley, and other Places, which had but lately 
been over-thrown, and levelled with the Ground, 
by the Danes, and other Invaders; till Athelſtan 
became Maſter of all, who ſupported and propa- 
gated the Royal Art in perfect Peace and Se- 
curity. a g 
To follow the Doctor in his esl Will for the 
ancient Fraternity, the Reader muſt know that 
in the Infancy of King Henry VI. an Act of Par- 
liament was paſſed, to prevent the Aſſemblies of 
Maſons, as mentioned in Page 78 and 79 of this 
Hiſtory ; the Reaſons for this ſevere Treatment is 
very obvious : In the Abſence of the Duke of 
Bedford, Regent of France, all the regal Power 
was veſted in Hunphry, Duke of Glouce/ter, his 
Brother, Protector of the Kingdom, and in Henry 
Beaufort, Biſhop of Winchefter, his Uncle, Guar- 
dian to the King; who being inveſted with Power, 
began to ſhew his Pride and Haughtineſs betimes ; 
and to ſupport him therein, he wanted not for 
Followers and Agents enough. In the Parliament 
held at Vęſtminſter, the 17th of November, 1423, 
to anſwer a particular End, it was ordained and 
enacted, that if any Perſon, committed for Gtand 
or. Petty-Treaſon, ſhould wilfully break Prifon' 
and TN from the ſame, it ſhould be deemed: 
Petty- 


2 
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Petty-Treaſon, and his Goods forfeited ®, About 
this Time one William King, of Womolton, in 
Yorkſhire, Servant to Sir Robert Scott, Lieutenant of 
the Tower, pretended that he was offered, by Sir 
John Mortimer, then a Priſoner in the Tower, and 


Couſin to the lately deceaſed Edward Mortemir, Earl 
of March, the neareſt in Blood to the Engliſh Crown, 


ten Pounds to buy him Cloaths, forty Pounds a Vear, 
and to be made an Earl, that Mortimer would raiſe 
40,000 Men, and would ſtrike off the Heads of the 
rich Biſhop of Winchefter, Glouceier, and others, 
all which the Fellow undertook to prove by his 
own bodily Oath. Soon after this, they let Mor- 
timer walk to the Toawer-Wharf, and then ran after 
and ſeized him for breaking Priſon ; whereupon 
he was deemed Convict, was drawn to Tyburn, 
there hanged, and afterwards beheaded, From 
whoſe Death, there aroſe no ſmall Slander, Mur- 
murings and Diſcontent amongſt the People: Which 
threatned thoſe in Power with fatal Conſequences, 
as they were obſerved to ſpread, not only in pub- 
lick, but in private Meetings and ſecret Aſſem- 
blies. ? 
Tux Animoſity between the Uncle and Nephew: 
became. every Day more formidable than other, 
On the laſt of April, 1425, the Parliament met at 
Maſiminſter, the Servants and Followers of the 
Peers and Members of Parliament coming thither 
armed with Clubs and Staves, which occaſioned it 
to be Nick-named, The Batt Parliament: Among 


| other 
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other Laws, an Act paſſed to aboliſh the Society of 


Maſons, or at leaſt to prevent the holding their 
yearly Congregations, or indeed any of their Aſ- 

ſemblies: As it muſt be owned that their Meetings 
were very ſecret, none can wonder that thoſe ſecret 
Aſſemblies gave intolerable Diſpleaſure to the arro- 
gant and ambitious Prieſt, who, no Doubt, thought 
himſelf ill-uſed by any Perſon daring to do what 
he was not to know : However, none of them 


were ſeized in their Lodges, or any Attempt made 


to do it, the cunning Prelate's Attention being di— 
verted another Way: For on the Morrow of Simon 
and Jude's Day, when the Mayor of London had. 
been to //e/7minfler to take his Charge; when at 
Dinner he was ſent for in all Haſte by the Duke of 

Glrce/ter 3 and when come into his Preſence, he 


| gave him Commandment to ſee the City fecurely. 


watched the Night following ; at nine of the 
Clock, the next Morning, the Bihcp of Mincheſter, 
fhen cake the Engliſh Pope: with his Servants and. 
Followers, would have entered the City by the. 
Bridge, but were kept back by Force; whereupon 
the haughty 21d imperious Bifhop being enraged,. 
gathered a great Number of Archers, and other 
Men at Arms, and affaulted the Gate with Shot, 


and other Means of War; ſo that the Citizens 


directly ſhut their Shops, and went to the Bridge in 
great Numbers, ſo that great Bloodſhed would have 
followed, had not the Wiſdom of the Mayor and 
Aldermen ſtayed them in Time. The Archbiſhop. 
af Canterbury, with Peter, Duke of Conimbra, _ 

n. 
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Son of the King of Portugal, and others, took 
'great Pains 'to 'bring the Uncle and Nephew to 
Agreement ; they rode eight, ſome ſay ten Times, 
between them, before they could in any wiſe ſuc- 
ceed or bring them to any Conformity ; and at 
laſt they agreed to ſtand to the Award of the Duke 
of Bedford, whereupon the City was in more Quiet 
at preſent*, The Biſhop loſt no Time in making 
a bad Cauſe look as gloſſ) as poſſible, and wrote the 
Puke of Bedford the following Letter. 


IG HT high and mighty Prince, and my right 
noble, and after one, Leiueft [earthly] Lord. I 
recommend me unto your Grace with all my Heart. 
And as you defire the Welfare of the King cur Sove- 
reign Lord, and of his Realms of England and France, 
your own Meal [ Health] with all yours haſte you hi- 
ther : For by my. Troth, if you tarry lang, we ſhall put 
this Land in Jeopardy, [ Adventure] with-a Field; ſuch 
a Brother you have here, God make him a goed Man. 
For your Wiſdom well. knaweth that the Prafit of 
France flandeth in the Welfare of England, &c. 
The bleſſed Trinity keep you. ' Written in great Haſte 
at London, on. Aube ea- Eure, the 3 of 
October, 1425. 


By your Servant to my Lives End, 7 
 Henzvy, Wincheſter. 


THis 
0: Wolfe's Chron. | 


212 The HIS TOA Y of 


THnis tremendous Letter made the Duke of 
Bedford haſten the Affairs of France; and he re- 


turned to London the 10th of Fanuary, 1425-6; on 
the 21ſt of February, he held a great Council at 


St. Albans, adjourned it to Northampton the 15th 
of March, and on the 25th of June to Leiceſter. 
Batts and Staves were again in Uſe, but, thoſe being 
prohibited, the Followers of the Members of Par- 
liament came with Stones ſlung and Plummets of 
Lead: Here the long wiſhed for Peace, between 


the Duke of Glouceſter and the Biſhop of Wincheſ- 
ter, to Appearance, was accompliſhed. Gloucefter 
exhibited fix Articles againſt the Biſhop ; one of 


which was this: * VI, That the Biſhop of Min- 
cheſter, had in his Letter to the Duke of Bedford, 


plainly declared his malicious Purpoſe of aſſembling 


the People, and ſtirring up a Rebellion in the Na- 
tion, contrary to the King's Peace.“ The Biſhop's 
Anſwer to this Accuſation was, „That he never 
bad any Intention to diſturb the Peace of the Na- 
tion, or raiſe any Rebellion ; but ſent to the Duke 
of Bedford to come over in Haſte, to ſettle all 
Things that were prejudicial to the Peace; and 
though he had indeed written in the Letter, that 
if he tarried, we ſhould put the Land in Adventure 
by a Field, ſuch a Brother ye have here; he did not 
mean it of any Deſign of his own, but concerning 
the ſeditious Aſſemblies of Maſons, Carpenters, 


Dylers, and Plaiſterers, who, being diſtaſted by the 
late Act of Parliament inn exceſſiye Wages of 


thoſe 
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thoſe Trades, had given out many ſeditious Speeches 
and Menaces againſt the great Men, which tended 
much to Rebellion; and yet the Duke of Glau- 
ceſter did not uſe his Endeavour, as he ought to 
have done in his Place, to ſuppreſs ſuch unlawful 
Aſſemblies, ſo that he feared the King and his 
good Subjects muſt have made a Field to withſtand 
them ; to prevent which, he chiefly deſired the 
Duke of Bedford to come over,” The Falſhood 
of this Charge of the Biſhop' s againft the Maſons 
is ſo ſelf-evident, that it would be injuring the 
candid Reader to ſuggeſt it in the leaſt doubtful, 
except any. can imagine that the Lord-Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commons of London, were the Ma- 
ſons that he had decreed for Deſtruction. As he 
he had begun, ſo he never abated of his Malice a- 
gainſt the Duke of Ghuceſter till he had accom- 
pliſhed his Ruin; but being too ſenſible his Actions 
were not to be juſtified by the Laws of the Land, 
he prevailed with the King, through the Interceſ- 
ſion of the Parliament, whom his Riches had made 
his Tools, to grant him Letters of Pardon for all 
Offences by him committed, contrary to the Sta- 
tute of Provi ſors, and other Acts of Premunire. 
Five Years after this, he procured another Pardon 
under the Great-Seal for all Sorts of Cremes whatever, 
from the Creation of the World to the 26th of 
uly, 1 
8 all the Cardinal's Pre- 
cautions, the Duke of Glouce/ter, in 1442, drew : 
up Articles of Impeachment againſt him, * 0 | 
n 


214 The His Tony of 


ſented them with his own Hands to the King, de- 
firing that Judgment might paſs upon him accord- 


ing to his Crimes: The King referred the Matter 
to his Council, but .they being moſt eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons, favoured the Cardinal : So that grown 

weary with their Delays and underhand Deal- 


ings, he dropt the Proſecution, and the Cardinal 


elcaped..- Ny 

TE Wickedneſs of his Life, and his mean, baſe 
and unmanly Behaviour, in the Article of Death, 
will ever be a Bar againſt any Vindication of him 
for the Good he did, or the Money he left behind 
him, When dying, he uttered theſe mean Ex- 


-preflions ; Why ſhould I dye that have ſo much 


Wealth ? If ai whole Kingdom would fave my 
Life, Jam able by my Policy to get it, or by 


my Money to buy it. Will not Death be bribed, 


nor Money do any Thing ?- The inimitable | 
Shakeſpear, aſter giving a moſt horrible Picture of 
Deſpair, and a tortured Conſcience, in the Perſon 
of the Cardinal, introduces King Henry to him 
with theſe ſharp and killing Words: 


Lord Cardinal, if thou think'ft on Heaven's Bl ifs, 
| xy up thy Hand, make Signal of that Hope. 


— He dies and makes no Sign. 
Hen, VI. AQ. 3. 


SOVEREIGN Authority being veſted in the Duke 
of Gloucefter, as Protector of the Realm, the Exe- 
cution of the Laws, and all that related to the 
civil Magiſtrate, centred in him ; had it not been. - 

| fo, 
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ſo, the Maſons had certainly been moſt ſeverely 
puniſhed, as a Load of Infamy, and holding un- 
lawful Aſſemblies had been charged upon them, 
and a Law made againſt them by the Biſhop of 
Wi ncheſter, and his Creatures: Which however they 
never could get executed, as the Protector well 
knew them not to be blameable, nor in any Re- 
ſpect Aggreſſors, except in holding their Aſſemblies 
in the ſame ſecret Manner they had done in all 
Ages, without meddling with any Affairs of civil 
Policy. As the Maſons were under the Laſh of an 
Act of Parliament, then recent in the Mind of 
every one, the Biſhop very kindly transferred the 
Charge of Rebellion, Sedition and Treaſon upon 
them, though it moſt apparently appears, that him- 
ſelf and his Followers were the firſt to diſturb as 
well as to break the publick Peace, and kindle the 
Flames of civil Diſcord, and whom no reaſonable 
Conceſſions could ſatisfy ; his Ambition being to 
ſurmount all others, both in Honour and Dignity, 
howſoever unworthily accompliſhed, 

THE renowned Protector, Humphry, Duke of 
Glouceſter, our moſt worthy and princely Brother, 
made King Henry a Maſon in the Year 1441, or 
as Tome think, 1442, and many Lords of the 
Court followed his Example, for at that Time he 
was greatly beloved of the King; which encreaſed 
the Cardinal of Minchęſter's Inveteracy ſo much, 
that it was reſolved to take away his Life, He ac- 
corny felt the tri fatal Blow of the deſtroying 

Angel, 
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Angel, ſent to puniſh England, and extirpate her 
Nobility. 

THt Duke had ever been a brave Oppoſer of all 
Things detrimental to the publick Good, and in- 
deed the only Man, who by his Prudence, as well 
as the Authority of his Birth and Place, that hin- 
dered an abſolute ſovereign Power from being veſted 
in the King's Perſon, which Inſtance alone ena- 
bled Winchefter to gain over many, who on that 
Account only were wrought upon to concur in his 
Ruin ; though thereby they threw open the Flood- 
Gates, that over-whelmed them all in a Deluge of 
Blood. His Dutcheſs had been convicted for Sor- 
cery and Witchcraft, and afterwards charged with 
Treaſon : She was put to publick Penance in Lon- 
don for three Days, with extraordinary Shame to 
her Perſon, and then impriſoned for Life. The 
Protector, being provoked with ſuch repeated In- 
ſults offered to his Wife, made a noble and ſtout 
Reſiſtance, to their moſt abominable and ſhameleſs 
Proceedings, which directly brought on his own De- 
ſtruction. For on the ſecond Day of the Seſſions 
of Parliament, held at St. Edmundsbury, 1447, he 
was arreſted for High-Treaſon, and the next Day 
baſely and ſhamefully murdered, Five of his Ser- 
vants, being condemned to be hanged, drawn and 
quartered, the Marquis of Szfe/#, through a mean 
and pitifu] AﬀeQation of Popularity, brought them 
Pardons and ſaved their Lives, after they had been 
' hanged, let down alive, tripped naked, and marked 
with a Knife to be quartered, By a Pardon granted 

gba to 
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to one of his Servants, may be ſeen the Pretence 
made Uſe of for committing the Murder ; that he 
was one of the many Traitors who came with the 
Duke of Glaucęſter to deſtroy the King and Parlia- 
ment, and ſet his Wife Eleanor at Liberty. 

So fell this great Prince, doubly murdered in his 
Perſon and Reputation ; his Death was univerſally 
lamented by the whole Kingdom, from whom he 
had long obtained, and well deſerved the Sirname 
of Good ; for he was a Lover of his Country, a 
Friend to good Men, the Saviour of the Maſons, a 

Protector of the Learned, himſelf one, and ſo great 
an Encourager of them, that he built the Divinity- 
Schools at Oxford, and a publick Library there ; 
Works worthy of everlaſting Memorial. His 
Opinions in Policy do him no leſs Honour ; 
his Judgment and Views concerning the French 
Dominions, were always thwarted and rendered 
abortive by the Biſhop of Hincbeſter, and his Face 
tion, who would hear of nothing, but Peace, 
though on the moſt unworthy and abje& Terms, 
which ended in the Loſs of the whole Kingdom 
of France: To which the heroick and gallant Nuke, 
nicely inſiſting on the Honour, Majeſty and Glary 
of the Englifh Name, was a profeſſed Enemy. 
His infernal Perſecutor, the hypocritical Biſhop, 
lived but two Months after him, and then went 
down to his Place with all the Daggers of Divine 
Vengeance ſticking in his Heart, as has already 
been related. The Memory of the Wicked ſhall 
rot, but the unjuſtly Perſecuted ſha} be had in ſweet 
and everlaſting g Remembrance. 


1 Is 
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, IT has been already ſaid, that King Henry was 
made a Maſon, and by what follows, it will be 
found that he was very intent upon a thorough 
Knowledge of the Royal Art: And how doubtful 
ſoever this Event might appear to Dr. Plot, it is 

ſupported with ſuch undeniable Teſtimonies, as will 
effectually overthrow all his Impoſſibilities. No 
doubt but every Reader will feel ſome Satisfaction 
in the Peruſal of this antique Relation, though 
none more ſo than the true and faithful Brother, 
on reading the glimmering Conjectures of an un- 
enlightened Perſon, though a Philoſopher of as great 
Merit and Penetration, as this Nation ever pro- 
duced, upon the fundamental Principles, Hiſtory 

and Traditions of the Royal Art. 


A LETTER from the learned Mr. Joris 
Locks fo the Rt. Hon. THoMAs Earl 


of PEMBROKE, with an old Marſuſcript 
on the Subject of FxEE-MAsSONRY. 


My LokD, | May 6, 1696. 


Have at length, by the Help of Mr. Collins, 
| | procured a Copy of that M. S. in the Badleian 
Library, which you were ſo curious to ſee : And 
in Obedience to your Lordſhip's Commands, I here- 
with ſend it to you. Moſt of the Notes annex'd 


tao it, are what I made Yeſterday for the Reading 


of my Lady MAsH AM, who is become ſo fond of 
Maſonry, as to ſay, that ſhe now more than ever 
| wiſhes 
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wiſhes herſelf a Man, that ſhe might be a 
of Admiſſion into the Fraternity.” _ 

TR M. S. of which this is a Copy, appears to be 
about 160 Vears old; yet (as your Lordſhip will 


obſerve. by the Title) it is itſelf a Copy, of one yet 
more ancient by about 100 Years: For the Original 


is ſaid to have been the Hand · writing of K. H. VI. 


Where that Prince had it is at preſent an Uncer- 
tainty: But it ſeems to me to be an Examination 
(taken perhaps before the King) of ſome one of the 
Brotherhood of Masons ; among whom he en- 
tred himſelf, as tis ſaid, when he came out of his 
Minority, and thenceforth put a Stop to a Perſecu- 
tion that had been raiſed againſt them? ut I muſt 
not detain your Lordſhip longer by my Preface 

from the e . 19. 


ſame, concerning the Myſtery of Ma- 


conrye ; writtene by the Hande of Kynge 
Henrye the Sixthe of the Name, and 
 faythfullye copyed by me (1) Jabun Ley- 
lande Antiquarius, Pu the Commaunde of 


His (2) Higbneſe. 


They be as  followeth : 

Queſt. EET HAT mote it be ? (3 
Anſiu. VV. 

underflondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne, and 
1 itz 
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its ſondrye Meretynges; ſonderlyche, the Sky lle of 
Rectenyngs, of Waightes, and Metynpes, and the 
treu manere of Fcamynge al thynges for Mannes 
Uſe, headize, Dwellynges, and Buyldynges of alle 


Kindes, and al odher thynges thac 'make Gullte to 
Manne. 


Qweſt, WHERE dydytt bepyne ? _” 
Anſw, Y TT dyd begynne with the (4) fyrſte 


menne yn the Eſte, whych were before the (5 ffyrſte 


Manne of the Weſte, and comynge Weſtlye, ytt 
hathe broughte herwyih alle Comfortes to the _ 
and Comfortleſſe. 
Quęſt. Wu d. dyd brynge ytt Weſthe * 
Anſiu, IHE () Venetians whoo beynge Grate 


| Miles comed ffyrſte ffromme the Eſte you 


Veenetia, ffor the commodytye of Marchaundyſynge 

Aeithe Eſte and Weſte, bey the redde and Au. 

lane ders. 

_ Bf. Howe 3 ytt yn Engelonde ? 
Anfwo, PETER Gower (7) a Grecian, journey- 

edde- for kunnynge yn Egypte, and 'yn Syria, and 


. yn everyche Londe whereas the Venetiins hadde 
Plauntedde Magonrye, and Mynnynge Entraunce yn 


al Lodges of Maconnes, he lerned: muche, and re- 
tournedde, and woned yn Grecia Magna (8) wach- 
ſynge, and becommynge 'a myghtye (9) yfeacre, 
and gratelyche renowned, and her he framed a grate 

Lodge at Groton (10) and maked many Maconnes, | 
ſome whereoffe dyd journeye yn Fraunce, and 
maked manye Maconnes, wherefromme, yn Pro- 
eſſe of Tyme, the Arte 9 ya Engelonde. 


4 . 
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Queſi. Der nE Maconnes deſcouer here Artes 
unto Odhers? 


Anſw. PETER Ger whengs he journeyedde | 


to lernne, was ffyrſte (11) made, and anonne 


techedde; evenne ſoe ſhulde all odhers beyn 


recht. Natheleſs (12) Maconnes hauethe alweys 


yn everyche Tyme from Tyme to Tyme com- 


munycatedde to Mannkynde ſoche of her Secrettes 
as generallyche myghte be uſefulle ; ; they haueth 
keped backe ſoche allein as ſhulde be harmefulle yff 
they ,commed yn euylle Haundes, oder ſoche as ne 
myghte be Holpynge wythouten the Techynges to be 


joynedde herwythe in the Lodge, oder ſoche as do 
bynde the Freres more ſtrongelyche togeder, bey 
the Proffytte, and commodytye comynge to the 


Confrerie herfromme. 


Juęeſt. WHATTE: Artes haueth the Maconnes Y 


techedde Mankynde? 


Anſw. Tas Arts (13) ACR ULTURA, . 


ARCHITECTURA, ASTRONOMIA, 


GEOMETRIA, NUMERES, Mus 10. 


POESIE, KY MIS T RVE, GOVER N- 
MEN T E, and RELYGYONNE. | 
Queſt. Ho w RA commethe Maconnes more 
teachers than odher Menne 1 
Anſw, TRE bemſelſe haueth allein in (14) Arte 
of fyndynge neue Artes, whyche Art the ffyrſte 
Maconnes receaued from Godde; by the whyche 
they fyndethe whatte Artes hem Pleſethe, an the 
treu Up of techynge the fame, Whatt_odher 
N PR. Menne 


* 
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Menne doethe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunee, 
and herfore but lytel I tro. 

Que. WHatr dothe the Maconnes concele, 
and hyde ? 

Anſw. THE V concelethe the Art of ffyndynge 
neue Artes, and thattys for here own Proffytte, 
and (15) Preiſe : They concelethe the Art of 
kepynge (16) Secrettes, thatt ſoe the Worlde 
mayeth nothinge concele from them. Thay con- 
celethe the Art of Wunderwerckynge, and of fire 
ſayinge thynges to comme, thatt ſo thay ſame Artes 
may not be uſedde of the wyckedde to an euylle 
Ende; thay alſo concelethe the (17) Arte of 
chaunges, the Wey of Wynnygnge the Facultye (18) 

of Abrac, the Skylle of becommynge gude and 
parfyghte wythouten the Holpynges of Fere, and 
Hope; and the Univerſalle (19) Longage of Ma- 
connes. 

Quęſt. WyLLE he teche me thay ſame Artes! 

Anſw. VE ſhalle be techedde yff ie be e 
and able to lerne. 

Oueſt, Dor HE alle Maconnes ume more then 
odher Menne ? | 

 Anſw. Nor ſo, Thay onlyche haueth recht, 
and Occaſyonne more then odher Menne to kunne, 
butt many doeth fale yn Capacity, and manye 
more doth want induſtrye, thatt ys Perneceſſarye 
ſor the gaynynge all Kunnynge, 
Que, ARE Maconnes gudder Menne Then 


odhers ? 


Arſe, 
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Anſiu. Some Macconnes are not ſo Vertuous as 
ſome other Menne; but yn the moſte Parte, thay 
be more gude then thay woulde be yf thay war 
not Maconnes. 

Pueft, Dorn Maconnes love eidther odher 

myghtylye as beeth ſayde? 
Anſto. VR A verylyche, and yt may not odher- 
wiſe be: For gude Menne, and true, kennynge 
eidher odher to be ſoche, doeth always love the 
more as thay be more Gude. 


Here endethe the Auen , and Awnſweres, 


( 1 70. N Lelande was Ab by King 
Henry VIII. at the Diſſolution of MonasTERIEs, 
to ſearch for, and ſave ſuch Books and Records as 
were valuable among them. He was a Man of 
great Labour and Induſtry. 

(2) His Highneſs, meaning the ad Wg 
HENRY VIII, Our W had not then the | 
Title of Majeſty. * | : 

(3) WHA mate ytt be? That is, ot may 
this Myſtery of Maso RV be ?—The Anſwer im- 
ports, that it conſiſts in natural, mathematical, and 
mechanical Knowledge. Some Part of which (as 
appears by what follows) the Maſons - pretend 'to 

have taught the reſt of Mankind, and ſome Part 
they ſtill conceal. . 

(4) (5) Fyrfle menns yn the Ele, &c. It ſhould 
ſeem” by this that Masows believe there were 
Mea in the Eaft before ADAM, who is called the 


L 4 Hyoſie 
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Hrſie Manne of the Wefle ; and that Arts, and 
Sciences began in the Zaff, Some Authors of 
great Note for Learning have been of the ſame 


Opinion; and it is certain, that Europe and Africa 
(which in reſpect to Aſia, may be called weſtern 
Countries) were wild and ſavage, long after Arts 
and Politeneſs of Manners were in great Perfection 
in China, and the Indies. E. R. W. M. W. w. s. w. 
(6) THE Venetian, &c. In the Times of 
Monkiſh Ignorance ' tis no Wonder that the Phe- 
nicians ſhould be miſtaken for the Yenetians, Or, 
perhaps, if the People were not taken one for the 
other, Similitude of Sound might deceive the Clerk 
who firſt took down the Examination. The Phe- 
nicians were the greateſt Voyagers among the An- 
cients, and were in Europe thought to be the In- 
ventors of Letters, which perhaps they brought 
56m the Zo/t with other Arts. | 
(PETER Gower, This muſt be another 
Miſttke of the Writer. I was puzzled at firſt to 
gbeſs who PETER GowWER ſhould be, the Name 
being perſectly Engliſh ; or how a Greek ſhould 
come by ſuch a Name : But as ſoon as I thought 
of PYTHAGoOR As, I could ſcarce forbear ſmiling, 
to find that PHiLos0PHER had undergone a 
MzTEMpSYCos1s he never dreamt of. We 
need only conſider the French Pronunciation of 
his Name PYTHAGORE, that is, PETAGORE, 
to conceive how eaſily ſuch a Miſtake might be 


made by an unlearned Clerk. That Py THAa60- 
RAS travelled for Knowledge into EGyeT, Cc. 
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is known to all the learned, and that he was initi- 
ated into ſeveral different Orders of Pr1EsTs, 
who in thoſe Days kept all their Learning ſecret 
from the Vulgar, is as well known, PyYTHA- 
GORAS alſo, made every GROME TRICAL The- 
orem a Secret, and admitted only ſuch to the 
Knowledge of them, as had firſt undergone a five 
Years Silence, He is ſuppoſed to be the Inventor 
of the XL VII. of the firſt Book of EUcL1v, for 
which' in the Joy of his Heart; tis ſaid he ſa- 
crificed a Hecatomb. He alſo knew the true 
Syſtem of the World, lately revived by CorkR- 
NIC us; and was certainly a moſt wenden Man. | 
dee his Life by Dion. HAL. 
(8) GRECIA Magna. A Part of Traly formerly | 
ſo called, in which the Greeks had ſettled a arg 
Colony, 
(9) W.x5&ACKE: This Word at 3 | 
nifies Simpleton, but formerly had a quite con- 
trary Meaning. Haager in the old SaxoN, is 
PHILOSOPHER, Wiſeman, or Wizard; and hav- 
ing been frequently uſed ironically, at length came 
to have a direct Meaning in the ironical Senſe; 
Thus Duds ScoTus, a Man famed for the Sub- 
tilty and Acuteneſs of his Underſtanding, has by the 
ſame Method of Irony, given a general Name to 
modern Dunges. . 
(10) GroToN, GROTON is the Name of a 
Place in ENGLAND. The Place here meant is 
CroTONA A City of GRECIA MAGNA, which 
: 2 Ra „ in 
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a the Time of PyYTHAGORAS Was "ey Pera. 
ous. ; 
(11) FvrsTe made, The Word MADE TI 
ſuppoſe has a particular Meaning among the Ma- 
SONS, perhaps it ſignifies, initiated. 
__ (12) Maconnss haueth His, "RY 
This PARAGRAPH hath ſomething remarkable 
in it, Tt contains a Juſtification of the Secrecy ſo 
much boafted of by Masons, and ſo much blamed 
by others ; afferting that they have in all Apes 
diſcovered ſuch Things as might be uſeful, and that 
they conceal ſuch only as would be hurtful either 
to the World or themſelves, What theſe Secrets 
are, we ſee afterwards. N 
(13) Tug Arts, AGRICULTURA, &c. It 
ſeems a bold Pretence, this, of the MAs ON s, 
that they have taught Mankind all theſe Arts. 
Fhey have their own Authority for it; and I 
know not how we ſhall difprove them. But what 
appears moſt odd is, that oy reckon Religion a- 
mong the Arts. 
(14) Arte of ffynding neue Artes, The Art of 
inventing Arts, muſt certainly be a moſt uſeful 
Art. My LoR D Bacon's NovumM ORGanum, 
is an Attempt towards fomewhat of the ſame 
Kind. But I much doubt, that if ever the Ma- 
SONS had it, they have now loſt it; fince ſo few 
new Arts have been lately invented, and fo many 
are wanted. The IpEA I have of ſuch an Artis, 
that it muſt be ſomething-proper to be applyed i in 
all the nee generally, as ALGEBRA is in 
Numbers, 
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Numbers, by the Help of which new Rules of 
Arithmetick are and may be found. 
(15) PREISE. It ſeems the Masons have t 
Regard to the Reputation as well as the Profit of 
their Order; ſince they make it one Reaſon for not 
divulging an Art in common, that it may do 
Honour to the Poſſeſſors of it. I think in this 
Particular they ſhew too much Regard for their 
own Society, and too little for the reſt of MaN- 
KIND. The 
(16) ARTE of 18 Secreftes, What Kind 
of an Art this is I can by no Means imagine. But 
certainly ſuch an Art the Masons mult have: 
For though, as ſome People ſuppoſe, they ſhould 
have no Secret at all; even that muſt be a Secret 
which being diſcovered would expoſe them to the 
higheſt Ridicule : And therefore it requires the 
utmoſt Caution to conceal it, $5 
(17) ARTE of Chaunges. I know not what 
this means, unleſs it be the + eatilanuabanon of 
Metals. n 
(18) FACULTYE of Abrac, Here 1 am ut- 
terly | in the Dark. 0, 
(19) UN1VERSELLE Longage of Metis; An | 
univerſal Language has been much defired by the 
learned of many Ages. *Tisa Thing rather to be 
wiſhed than hoped for. But it ſeems the MAasons 
pretend to have ſuch a Thing among them. If it 
be true, I gueſs it muſt be ſomething like the Lan- 
- guage of the PANTOMIMEs among the ancient 
| com the who are ſaid to be able, by Signs only, 


to 
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to expreſs and deliver any Oration intelligibly to 
Men of all Nations, and Languages, A Man 
who has all theſe Arts and Advantages, is certainly 
in a Condition to be envied : But we are told, that 
this is not the Caſe with all Magons ; for though 
theſe Arts are among them, and all have a Right 
and an Opportunity to know them, yet ſome want 
Capacity, and others Induſtry to acquire them. 
However, of all their Arts, and Secrets, that 
which I moſt defire to know is, The Skylle of be- 
commynge gude and parfyghte ; and I wiſh it were 
communicated to all Mankind, ſince there is no- 
thing more true than the beautiful Sentence con- 
tained in the laſt Anſwer, „That the better Men 
are, the more they love one another,” Virtue 
having in itſelf ſomething ſo amiable as to charm 
the Hearts of all that behold i it. 


I x Now. not what Effet the Sight of this old 
Paper may have upon your LoRDSH1P ; but for 
my own Part I cannot deny, that it has ſo much 
raiſed my Curioſity, 4s to induce me to enter my- 
ſelf into the Fraternity, which I am determined 
ta do (if I may be admitted) the next Time I 80 
to LONDON, and that will be ſhortly, 


1 am, my Lord, 
Nu Lordſbip's mefl obedient, 
And maſt humble Servant, 


A 
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Abs diy bv. alles the 
WorDs in ITALICK CHARACTERS 
in the foregoing. 


AC L EIN, only MA—yghte, Power 
Alweys, always Occaſyonne, Opportunity 
Beithe, both Oder, or 


Commodytye, Conveniency Onelyche, only 
Confrerie, Fraternity Pernecęſſarye, abſolutely 


Faconnynge, forming neceſſary 
Fore ſayinge, prophecying Preiſe, Honour 
Freres, Brethren -  KRecht, Right 
Headlye, chiefly  KReckenyngs, Numbers 
Hem pleſethe, they pleaſe Senderlyche, particularly 
Hemſelfe, themſelves Stylle, Knowledge 
Her, there, their Wackſynge, growing 
Hereynne, therein Merch, Operation 
Herwyth, with it Mey, Way © 
Holpynge, beneficial Mbereas, where 
Kunne, know  Wined, dwelt 
Kunnynge, Knowledge HYunderwerkynge, work- 
Mate Gudde, are beneh- ing Miracles 
Cial W;lae, lavage 
Metynges, Meaſures — gaining 
Mote, may | Nm, into 
Myddlelonde, Mediterra- 
nean 


FROM 
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From all that has been faid, it will appear be- 
yond Doubt, that Dr, Plot's Charge againſt the Ma- 
ſons was principally of his own Invention, as every 
'Thing that he has advanced, touching the Falſhood, 
or Incoherency of their Hiſtory, either has not the 
leaſt Probability of Truth, and which he muſt, 

with Deſign, have miſ-reprefented ; or what he 
could not by any Means perfectly know to be true: 
And if every Part of his Hiſtory is no better found- 
ed than this, a greater Impoſition was never offered 
to Mankind, under ſo ſanctified and fleek a Garb : 
He either wanted the Ability, or was too indolent 
to make a nice Scrutiny into the Hiſtory of his own 
; Country ; for what he offers at, ſeems rather to be 
what he wiſhed, than what could be proved from 
Facts. The barbarous Age, that his Ignorance calls 
the Time of St, Alban, was, in every Reſpect, the 
Reverſe. The great Probability, nay, Certainty, 
of his being a Surveyor over Works, when Thou- 
ſands of Workmen were employed, and he the 
moſt capable of the Service, is moſt obvious. The 
Story of the Cloak and Tutor, though the Doctor, 
and his judicious Perfons, might think St. Cloak and 
St. Amphibalus to be the very ſame ; yet here the 
Current runs ſtrongly againſt them, what Affinity 
ſoever they might ſuggeſt to be between the one and 
the other: Indeed none other than ſome of Dr, Plot“ 
| Barbarians could poſſibly have dedicated a Cathedral 
Church to a Cloak, within a few Years of the Death 
| of 
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of St. Alban's Tutor, when there muſt have been 
great Numbers of Chriſtians alive, who perſonally 
knew him. 

Tas Hiſtory of Prince Edwin is ſufficiently 
cleared up, to ſhew the Doctor a mean Follower of 
the legendary Writers, and to have carefully gleaned 
up every little Circumſtance that his Malice could 
furniſh him with againſt the Maſons, who it ſeems 
merited his higheſt Diſpleaſure. Whether the Ma- 
ſons were concerned in any ſeditious Practices, or 
Henry VI. and his Council ſhould ſee and procure, 
or approve the Charges and Manners, or himſelf 
and many Nobles of his Court ſhould have been 
made Maſons, muſt be reſted upon what has al- 
ready been offered : And as the Doctor thinks the 
laſt Event the moſt improbable Circumſtance of all, 
the Maſons will readily give up all the Doctor's Con- 
jectures for indubitable Truths upon the Proof of 
this being falſe. 

THe Doctor did*not intend to leave the Maſons 
to enjoy their Falfehoods quietly, or to leave them 
in the Midſt of their Errors, but to bring them to 
open Shame and Puniſhment ; not for their fabu- 
lous Hiſtory, but for their wicked and ſecret Prac- 
tices; for, ſays he, it is /till to be feared theſe Chap - 
ters of Free- Maſons do as much Miſchief as 155 

Which if one may ęſtimate by the Penalty, was anci- 
| ently ſo great, that perhaps it might be uſeful to exa- 
mine them now Such was this chriſtian Doctor's 

Candour and Charity, ſuch his Deteſtation of Per- 
ſecution: 
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ſecution : But it muſt be remembered that he wrote 
at a Time, when it was faſhionable to decry any 
Thing that looked like a ſecret Aſſembly, left 
Matters, diſagreeable to ſome, might there be 
canvaſed ; when their Liberty and Religion were 
both openly attacked by the Government, and the 
Doctor more a Man of Mode than to cut his Coat 
contrary to the Court-Faſhion. All the Doctor's 
| Jaboured Objections to the Maſons being ob- 
viated and ſhewn to be falſe and groundleſs ; it 
may be inferred, that no Perſons, howſoever emi- 
nent in Quality, needed to diſdain the Fellowſhip 
of Maſons, on Account of its high Antiquity and 
Honour. As Staffordſhire did then, ſo does it now + 
| furniſh us with ſome of as great Name as ever 

graced the Annals of Maſonry. 
I TIT will, perhaps, be deemed uncharitable to ſur- 
miſe, that any of thoſe eminent and great Perſons, 
that Doctor Plot ſays were Maſons, encouraged him 
in his Work; yet it too clearly appears, that either 
they did not, or that he rewarded them in the ſame 
grateſul Manner he had done his Maſter Aſpmole. 
Thoſe whom he has mentioned as the Promoters of 
his Undertaking, without any DiſreſpeCt to their 
Names be it ſaid, he has fo ſhamefully flattered, 
and laid his Daubing on ſo thick, that nothing but 
his own Words can influence the Reader to think 
that a Man of ſuch Eſteem among the Learned, 
and who paſſed for a Man of real Learning himſelf, 
could be capable of it. He calls them, ingenious 
and 
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and every Way accompliſped; the ſeverely inguiſitive 
and worſhipful ; my truely noble Patron, the right 
worſhipful ; the virtuous and maſt accompliſhed Lady; 
the mt hopeful and inguiſiti ve young Gentleman, and 
his virtuous Sifler, Mrs. Anne; tbe fair Lady of 
 Lyſwis : And to crown the whole, ſays of a Lady, 
that ſhe had a moſt exquiſite Sagacity and perſpicact- 
ous Inſight into the moſt hidden Receſſes of Nature. 
Yet it were well, had this adulating Faculty been 
the only Fault of the Doctor, for he appears to be 
the greateſt Believer, where the Matter he handles 
is beyond all Credibility : He relates with firms Affi- 
ance the moſt aſtoniſhing Stories; and none with 
greater Bitterneſs than thoſe of Witches and 
Wizards, againſt whom he ſhews as much, if not 
more Gall than againſt the Maſons : The good 
Wives and Colliers in Staffordſhire were his prin- 
cipal Informers. He tells with great Faith of the 
Muſick of a Pack of Hounds in the Air, a heavenly 
Concert, the raining.not only of Rats, Mice and 
Frogs, but of Wool, Iron, Tiles, Bricks; and great 
Stones “; with innumerable other unaccountable, 
unnatural and incredible Relations, picked out of va- 
rious Authors, and of various Countries, to buttreſs 
up what he met with of the ſame Kind in Stafford- 

ſhire. The Hiſtory of the Whiſtlers, and in parti- 
cular of William Crefwell, the Whiſtler of Rugeley, 
Arnis to ney e » 3 the Story of 


_ 
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Mary Wudward, of Hardwick ; of the black Meer 
of Morridge, told him with Admiration by every 
Body at Leek ; Fohn Duncalf, and his Bible; and 
Captain Bail Wed, are verily moſt marvelous Re- 
lations, and favour ſo ſtrongly of T ruth, that it 
will be quite needleſs to entertain the Reader with 
them, and eſpecially as they have been tranſplanted 
by the ingenious Mr. Robert Burton, in thoſe ex- 
traordinary Books, called Wonderful Events, the 
Hiſtory of Witches, and the Kingdom of Dark- 
nels, However, Dafbfield, the aſtoniſhing Col- 


lier of Mednetbury, muſt not ſo be paſſed over; the 


Doctor ſays he was told, That this ſame Collier 
being ſearching for Coal in ſome old Hollows, and 
wanting Air, repaired to an old Shaft that had 
been filled up ſome Years before, where looſning 
ſome Earth at the Bottom, in Hopes it would crack 
to the Top, and give him Air, it ſo ſuddenly coped 
down upon him, that being environed on all 
Sides with it, he could not return, inſomuch that 
the People concluded him ſmothered : But while 
they were debating how to get him out, he, by the 
Help of his Maundrill, by Degrees ſo wrought a- 
way the Earth over Head, and getting it under his 
Feet, ſo raiſed himſelf higher and higher, that at 
length he came out above Ground, ſafe and found, 
having worked thus upwards, at leaſt twenty-ſeven 
Feet in an Hour's Time : Which even the People 
there abouts, who underſtand theſe Works, look up- 
on 
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on to this Day as ſo ſtrange a Performance, that the 
Man (now living) is ſtill called Witch Daſhfield 9.7 


A Poſition of the Doctor's, concerning Water- 


Spouts, is thus advanced: In theſe Spouts, together with 
the Water, the Fiſh, many Times in the Sea thereabouts 
are lifted up, which ſometimes being carried by the Winds 
over Land before their Fall, has often occaſioned the 
wonderful raining ef Fiſh ; as it did Whitings at 


Stanſted, in the Pariſh of Wrotham, in Kent, 


1666 ; and Herrings in the South of Scotland, in 
1684, as his moſt ſacred Majeſiy King James Il. m/? 
judiciauſiy determined the Problem | there, How this 
Problem was determined is not diſcernable, with- 
out the Water-Spout does it ; but as a reſpecta- 
ble Perſon is here drawn in to vouch for the 
Doctor, it can give no Offence to ſay, that there 
never has been any Whiting or Herring Rains 
ſince. - For the Perſon laſt mentioned it was that 
the Doctor wrote, and ſeems to have no Opinions 


but what were reflected from the Crown: He 
turns Tail of all his Staffordſbire Supporters, by 
telling the Publick, that he appeals only to the Royal 


Judgment, and therefore ſhall little value what other 
Aen think ; but chearfully acquieſce in his Majeſty's 
Deciſion I. 

FiNALLY, be it far from a Maſon to detract 
from any Man's real Worth, or endeavour to 


blemiſh 
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blemiſh what is praiſe-worthy and meritorious in 
any Man's Conduct or Writings, though ſome 
Parts may be dappled with Falſhood or Error; 
and therefore with allowing all due Praiſe to his 
literary Acquiſitions, in which it muſt be con- 
feſſech he took great Pains ;. yet: is it moſt cer- 
tain, a Man of leſs Judgment, and more Cre- 
dulity never lived than Dr. Plot, 
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Mr LORD. : + M8 
'F the Liberty which I: 4 


in dedicating this little Work 
to a Nobleman of Tuck exalted 


Under- 


| 
| 
| 


DEDICATION. 


Underſtanding as your Excel- 
lency, was not ballanced by the 


Confidence I have of your re- 


ceiving it with your accuſtomed 


Goodneſs and Candour, I ſhould 


never have been ſo bold to un- 


dertake it. 


Ox all Societies, ancient or 
modern, the moſt worthy and 


reſpectable, is the Order of Free- 
jv al which Society has been 
rendered very famous, and ſpread 


themſelves with inconceivable 
Celerity into every Corner of 


the World, where Arts. and 
Learning have found a Name. 


But their Worth has, alſo, raiſed 


them up many Enemies, who are 

the leſs to be pardoned, as the 
only Motive of their intemperate 
| =O 1s their Ignorance. - 


HAVING 


D EDI CATION. 


Hm the Happineſs to be in- 
itiated into the Secrets of a Society 
ſo illuſtrious, I think it my Duty, 
publickly to make known my Zeal 
and Ardour, for every Thing that 
can be either for their Defence or 
Glory; and ſeeking for a Protec- 
tor, under whoſe auſpicious Pa- 
tronage I might ſhelter theſe Re- 
flections, I knew none better ac- 
quainted with the = of the 
Cauſe I had to defend, or more 
able and willing to ſupport the 
ſame, than your Excellency, whoſe 
good Principles, Love of Juſtice, 
and Knowledge of Things Hu- 
man and Divine, attra& the Ad- 
miration and publick Praiſe of all 
Europe, 
I avs thence AND to em- 
belliſh theſe Reflections with your 


.M Excel- 
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Excellency 's illuſtrious Name; 


and ſhall eſteem it my greateſt 
Happinels, it it is thought worthy 
of your Peruſal; nor leſs will be 

my Nai for the Regard 
that your Excellency has ſhewn for 


the Merits of the Cauſe, and the 


approving my Zeal for the Frater- 


nity, The honouring this little 
Work with any Degree of Favour 
will be granting the utmoſt of my 
Wiſhes: Tis that I moſt humbly 


intreat of your Excellency, x 


beg your kind Permiſſion, to give 
me Leave to ſay, that I am, with 


the greateſt Ref] pect, 


Your Excellency s moſt humble, 
MN WF obedient and devoted Servant, 


The Avr go 
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APOLOGY 
© POR THE 


Free and Accepted MASON S. 
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7 HE Free and Accepted Maſons, fo 
a famous in our Times, are a Society of 
Men of all Ages, Conditions, Reli- 
agdions and Countries, who have ever 

4 been ſuch Lovers of Virtue, as al- 
ways to ſeek, and never betray it; and yet happier 
in ſeeing thoſe amiable Ends, conſtantly practiſed 
by all that are true and faithful, From hence it 
is, that they are united by the moſt indiſſoluble 
Tyes of brotherly Affection, and inſtructed with 
Unanimity to aſpire after that which makes their 
Lives happy, by uniting the Profit and the Good 


of Mankind, However reſplendent this Picture 


of the Fraternity may achat at firſt View, the 
M 2 Colourin 
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Colouring yet very much falls ſhort of the Ori- 


ginal ; and more ſo, as theſe Qualifications have ex- 


poſed them to many unjuſt and cruel Perſecutions, 


under various Pretences, very falſe in themſelves, 
as the Reaſon of ſuch vexatious Troubles proceeded 


from imaginary and groundleſs 5 Stories progagated a- 
mong the Vulgar. It is the Right of the unjuſtly 


perſecuted to complain, and to wiſh for Redreſe, 


It is a Token of real Goodneſs and Virtue to bear 
theScourge of ignorant and miſtaken Zealots, with 
fuch becoming Fortitude and Patience, as will at 
length prevail. By thus magnanimouſly bearing 
undeſerved Reproach, they are ſure at leaſt of the 
hearty good Miſbes of all that are true and faithful 
throughout the World, | 

Taz States-General of the United Previngss 


were the firſt among the Powers of Europe, who 


took Notice of the Free-Maſons ; ſor finding that 


they held their Chapters or Congregations in almoſt 


every Town under their Government, they began 


to be exceedingly alarmed, as it was judged im- 


poſſible that Architecture could be the only Motive of 
holding ſuch Aſſemblies: Under this Perſuaſion 
the States publiſhed an Edict, in the Year 3735, 
in which they ordained, that, though they had not 


diſcovered any Thing in the Behaviour or Practices of 


the Fraternity, contrary to the Peace of the Repub- 
lick, or to the Duty of good Subjects, they were re- 


ſolved nevertheleſs to prevent any bad Conſequentes 


that might enſue, that the Congregations, Aſſemblies, 
er Lud: res of the U N ſhould be intirely 25 | 
_ 


- 
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lied. Far from blaming the Conduct of theſe 
wiſe Republicans, it will be found to aecord with 
the Policy of their Government, ever remarkably 
ſuſpicious of all new or ſecret Aﬀemblies ; beſides, 
at that Time they knew no better, for they had 
not a clear and diſtin Knowledge of the harmleſs 
Nature, and of the End and Deſign of the Fra- 
| ternity 3 which, at the Time this happened, were 
holding their Lodges under the Sanction of the 
 Grand-Maſter of England, and were rapidly fpread- 
ing all over Eurepe, under the fame great Autho- 
rity z which procured them Peace and an honourable | 
Reception, where otherwiſe they ſhould not have 
found it, The States-General having ſince experi- 
enced the good Behaviour of the Fraternity, and ac- 
quainted themſelves with the Charges, Laws and 
eſſential Ufages of that iNuſtrious Body, do not 
only permit any of their Subjects to become of the 
Craft, but alſo countenance, encourage and pro- 
tect the Lodges in the Cities and Towns of the 
Republic 

FRANCE, in the Year 1737, followed the 
Example of Holland; though many of the greateſt 
Perſonages in that Kingdom had defended the 
Lodges, of Maſons, and intereſted the Court in- 
their Behalf, yet they were decreed to the ſame Fate 
as in the United Provinces, by Reafon, that under 
the Pretence of the inviolable Secrets of their Order, 
they might cover ſome dangerous Deſign, which might - 
in the End be to the Diſadvantage not only of Religion, 
but of the Kingdoms Peace. But theſe Days have 
M 3 5 
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been. At this Time there are none ſo ſcrupu- 
lous, in Regard to Maſonry, as they were ſome 
Years ago. It is known that the Prince of Conti, 
that illuſtrious Hero, glories in having been made a 
Maſon; and that he ſometimes lays aſide his war- 
ikke Habiliments, to wear the honeſt and humble 
Apron, and work with ſurpriaing Diligence and 
Aſiiduity in carrying on the grand Deſign, | 
Tun Perſecutions the Free-Maſons have un- 
dei gor „e at Vienna, might have paſt unnoticed, as 
« was occaſioned. by the Jealoufy of fome, Ladle, 
belonging to the Court ; 'who having. endeavoured 


by various artful and crafty. Devices, to get ſome 


of their Tools and Agents into many of the . 
Lodges, though, without any Effect; then they 
attempted to enflame the Mind of the Empreſs- | 


Queen againſt the Fraternity, and carried it ſo. far 


with, that Princeſs, as to get an Order for ſurprizing 
them all in their Lodges, to revenge themſelves in 
as, open, a Manner as poſiible, for ſome Aﬀeonts 
they imagined had been given them by the Frater- 
nity, But the Succeſs of their Undertaking did 
not by any Means anſwer the Intentions of their 
Diligence and Induſtry, for no leſs a Perſon than 
His IMPERIAL MIESTHx, the firſt Maſon in 
Europe, inſtantly put a Stop to all, their -Proceed- 


ings, and declared himſelf ready to anſwer for their 


Conduct, and to redreſs any Plea that could, be 4 
alledged againſt them; but that the Ladies or their 
Abettors muſt find ſome better Foundation for 


Complaint, before he ſhould. enter into the p 
15 


of the Cauſe, as what had 1 appeared was 
only Falſhood and Miſrepreſentation. x 
Tn Court of Rome, inſtigated by the Impoſi- 
tions of evil-minded Perſons, poured out its Bulls 
and Decrees againſt the Maſons, whereby they 
were condemned in a more ſevere and tyrannical 
Manner, the peculiar CharaQeriſtick of theInquiſi. 
tion, than they had ever yet undergone in any Na- 
tion, and that without the leaſt Foundation for ſuch . 
Proceedings, his Holineſs being utterly ignorant of 
what. was ſo zealouſly to be interdicted. The 
Words of the ſaid Bull, with the Edict and De- 
cree which followed will beſt depicture the im- 
pure F ountain they rang rom. | 


The Cimdeinnation of the Society r Cont-. 
venticles De Liberi Muratori, or of the 
Free-Maſons, under the Penalty of ipſo 
Facto Excommunication; the Abſolution 
from which is reſerved to the —y alone,” | 
except at the Point of, Death. f 


Clement Biſhop, Servant of tht Sewn of 
Ged, to all the Faithful of Ch ſiſt, Health, 


and. Apeſtolical. Bayediffions. e e 


PHI (unworthy as we are) by the 
| Diſpoſal of the divine Clemency, in the, 
eminent Watch-Tower of the Apoſtleſhip, we are 
ever folicitouſly intent, agreeable to the Truſt of 

f M 4 the 
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. the Paſtoral Providence repoſed in us, by obſtruc- 
ting the Paſſages of Error and Vice, to preſerve 
more eſpecially the Integrity of Orthodox Reli- 
gion, and to repel, in theſe difficult Times, al!“ 
Dangers of Trouble from the 1 Catholick 
. World. 
I has come to our Knowledge, even from WA 
1 lick Report, that certain, Societies, Companies, 
| Meetings, Aſſemblies, Clubs, or Conventicles, 
| commonly called De Liberi Muratori, or Free- 
Zaſons, or by whatſoever other Name the fame 
in different Languages are diſtinguiſhed, ſpread far 
| and wide, and are every Day inereaſing; in 
| which Perſons, of whatever Religion or Sect, con- 
| tented with a Kind of an affected Shew of natural 
Honeſty, confederate together in a cloſe and in- 
ſcrutable Bond, according to Laws and Orders 
agreed upon between them; which likewiſe, with 
private Ceremonies, they enjoin and bind them- 
felves, as well by ſtrit Oath: taken on the Bible, 
as by the Imprecation of heavy Funiſhments, to 
preſerve with inviolable Secrecy. 

W x therefore revolving in our Mind the great 
Miſchiefs which generally accrue. from this Kind. 
of Societies or Conventicles, not only to the tem- 
poral Tranqui ity of the State, but to the ſpiritual 

Health of Sonls : And that therefore they arg nei- 
ther conſiſtent with civil nor canonical Sanctions; 
ſince we are taught by the divine Word to watch, 
like a faithful Servant, Night and Day; left this 


Sort of Men break as * into the Houlyy Nike 
1 


1 
1 
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like Foxes endeavour to root up the Vineyard; left 
they ſhould pervert the Hearts of the Simple, and 
privily ſhoot at the Innocent: That we might ſtop 
up the broad Way, which from thence would be 
laid open for the Perpetration of their Wickednefs 
with Impunity, and for other juſt and reaſonable 
Cauſes to us known, - have by the Advice of ſome 
of our venerable Brethren 6f the Roman Church, 
the Cardinals, and of our own mere Motion, and 
from our certain Knowledge and mature Delibera- 
tion, by the Plenitude of the Apoſtolical Power, 
appointed and decreed: to be condemned, and pro- 
hibited, and by this our preſent ever-valid Conſti- 
tution, we do condemn and prohibit the ſame So- 
cieties, Companies, Meetings, Aſſemblies, Clubs, 
or Conventicles, De Liberi Muratori, or Free- 
Haſont, or by whatever other Fg they are a1. 
ſtinguiſhed, 
 'WHreREFORE all and ſingular dis Faithful in 
Chriſt, of whatever State, Degree, Condition, Or- 
der, Dignity, and Pre-eminenee; whether Laity or 
Clergy, as well Seculars as Regulars, worthy alkof 
expreſs. Mention and Enumeration, we ſtrictly, 
and in-Virtue of holy Obedience, command that 
no one, under any Pretext or Colour, dare or pre- 
ſume the aforeſaid Societies De Liberi Muratori, or 
Free-Maſons, or by whatever other Manner diſt in- 
guiſhed, to enter into, promote, favour, admit, or 
conteal in his or their Houfes, or elſewhere, or be 
admitted Members of, or be preſent with thæſame, 
or: 7" any wiſe aiding and aſſiſting towards their 
M 5 meeting 
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meeting in any Place; or to adminiſter any Thing 
do them, or in any Manner publickly or privately, 
[| direQlly or indirectly, by themſelves or others, af- 
| ford them Counſel, Help, or Favour; or adviſes. 
induce, provoke, or perſuade others to be admitted 
into, joined, or be preſent with this Kind of Socie- 
tics, or in any Manner aid and promote them : 
But that they ought by all Means to abſtain from 
the ſaid Societies, Companies, Meetings, Aſſem- 
blies, Clubs, or Conventicles, under the Penalty: 
of all that act contrary thereto incurring Excom- 
munication ipſe Facto, without any other Deolara- 
tion; from which no one can obtain the Benefit of 
Abſolution from any other but us, or the Roman: 
F Pontiff for the Time being, except at the Point of 
N Death. N Ty I EY 
q WE will moreover and command, That as well 
Biſhops and ſuperior Prelates, and other Ordinaries- 
of particular Places, as the Inquiſitors.of heretical. 
Pravity univerſally deputed, of what State, Degree, 
Condition, Order, Dignity, or Pre-eminence ſo- 
ever, procced and inquire, and. reſtrain and coerce: 
tlie ſame as vehemently ſuſpected of Hereſy, with 
condign Punifhment: For to them and: each of 
them, we bereby give and impart free Power of 


| proceeding, inquiring againſt, and of goercing and 
ſ reflcaining. with condign Puniſhmepts the ſame 
| ö Tranſgreſſors, and of calling in, if it ſhall be ne- 
jp ceſlaty, the Help of the Secular. Arm: And we 
4 will that printed: Copies of theſe Preſents, ſigned: 
. by. ſome Notary Publick, and confirmed by the- 
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deal of ſome Perſon of Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, ſhall 
be of the ſame Authority as original Letters would 
be, if they were ſhewn and exhibited, Let no 
one therefore infringe, or by raſh Attempt con- 
tradict this Page of our Declaration, Damnation, 
Command, Prohibition, and Interdict: But if 
any one ſhall preſume to attempt this, Jet him 
know that he will incur the Indignation of Al- 
mighty God, and of the bleſſed Apoſtles Peter and 

Paul. 

Dar p from Nome at St. Mary's the Greater, 
in the Vear of the Incarnation of our Lord 1738, 
the 4th of the Calends of May, (28th of _ N. 8 
in the Sch of our Pontificate, 


A. Card. Vice- Datary. 
C. Amatus, Vice-Secretaty: 
Viſa de Curia N. Antonellus. 
The Place + of the Le aden- Seal. 


I. B. Eugenius, 


Reg ere. in the Secretary of the Brief Oe, . 


{in the chetementimed Day, Mob, and Tear, the. 
| faid.Coudenmation was fixed up and putlijhed at the 
Gates of. the Palace of the Sacred Office of the 
Prince , \the Apoſtles, and in other uſual. and ace; 
euſtomed Places of the City, by me Peter Romola- . 
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© DX © T. 
| Joſe ph Cardinal Firrao, of the Title of 


St. Thomas in Parione, and of the 
Sacred Roman College Cardinal Prieſt. 


"HEREAS the Holineſs of our Sove- 

| reign Lord. Pope Clement XII. happily 
reigning, in his Bull of the 28th of April laſt,. 
beginning In eminenti, condemned, under Pain of 
Excommunication reſerved to himſelf, certain. 
Companies, Societies, and Meetings, under the 
Title of Free-Maſens, more proper to be called 
Conventicles, which, under the Pretext of Civil 
Society, admit Men. of any Se& and Religion, 


with a ftrict Tie of Secrecy, confirmed by Oath 
on the Sacred Bible, as to all that is tranſacted or 


done in the ſaid Meetings, and Conventicles : And 
whereas ſuch Societies, Meetings, and Conventicles 
are not only ſuſpected of occult Hereſy, but even 
dangerous to publick Peace, and the Safety of the 


Eccleſiaſtical State; fince if they did not contain 


Matters contrary.to orthodox. Faith, to the State, 
and to the Peace of the Commonwealth, ſo many 


and ſtrict Ties of Secrecy would not be required, 


as it is wiſely taken Notice of in the aforeſaid 
Bull ; and it being the Will of the Holineſs of 
our ſaid Lord, that ſuch Societies, Meetings, and 
Conventicles totally ceaſe and be diſſolved, and. 
chat they who are not conſtrained by the Fear of 


_ Cenſures, 
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Cenſures, be curbed at leaſt by temporal Puniſh- 
ments. 


' THEREFORE it is the expreſs Order of his 
Holineſs, by this Edi to prohibit all Perſons, of 


any Sex, State, or Condition ſbeyer, whether Ec- 
eleſiaſtick, Secular, or Regular, of whatever In- 


ſtitute, Degree, or Dignity, though ordinarily or 


extraordinarily privileged, even ſuch as require ſpe- 


cial and expreſs Mention to be made of them, com- 
prehending the four Legations of Bologna, Ferrara, 


Romagna, Urbino, and the City and Dukedom of 
Benevemto ; and it is hereby forbidden that any do 
preſume to meet, aſſemble, or aſſociate in an 


Place under the ſaid Societies, or Aſſemblies of 
Free- Maſons, or under any other Title or Cloak 


whatſoever, or even be preſent at ſuch Meetin 
and Aſſemblies, under Pain of Death and Confiſ- 


cation of their Effects, to be irremiſſibly meueres 


without Hopes. of Grace. 


Ir is likewiſe prohibited, as above, to any Per- A 
ſon ſoever to ſeek or tempt any one to affociate with 


any ſuch Societies, Meetings, or Aſſemblies, or to 
adviſe, aid, or abet to the like Purpoſe. the faid 


Meetings or Aſſemblies, under the Penalties aboye- - 


ſaid ; and they who ſhall furniſh or provide a 
Houſe, or any other Place for ſuch Meeti 


Conventicles to be held; though under Pretext of . 


Loan, Hire, or any other Contract ſoever, are 


Penalties, to have the Houſe, or Houſes, or other 


Places where ſuch Meetings and Conventicles ſhall 


hereby condemned, over and above the aforeſaid 


\ 
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be held, utterly eraſed and demoliſhed; ; and it is 
his Holineſs's Will, that to incur the aboveſaid 


Penalty of D any human Conjectures, 
Hints, or Preſumptions, may and ſhall ſuffice for 
a Preſumption of Knowledge in the Landlords of 
ſuch Houſes and Places, without Admiſſion of any. 


Excuſe ſoever. 


AND becauſe it is the expreſs Will of our ſaid 
Lord, that ſuch Meetings, Societies, and Conven- 


ticles do ceaſe, as pernicious, and ſuſpect of Here- 


ſy and Sedition, be utterly diſſolved ; his Holi- 
neſs does hereby ſtrictly order, that any Perſons, 
as above, who ſhall have Notice for the Future of 


- the holding of the ſaid Meetings, Aﬀemblies, and 
Conventicles, or who ſhall be ſollicited to aſſociate 


with the ſame, or are in any Manner Accomplices 


or Partakers with them, be obliged, under the Fine 


of a thouſand Crowns in Gold, beſides other griev- 
ous corporal Puniſhments, the Gallies not to be 
excepted, to be inflited at Pleaſure, to denounce - 
them to his Eminence, or to the Chief Magiſtrate 
of the ordinary Tribunal of the Cities, or other 
Places in which the Offence ſhall be committed, 
contrary to this Edict; with Promiſe and Aarance- 


to ſuch Denouncers or Informers, that they ſhall 
be kept inviolably ſecret and ſafe, and ſhall farther 


obtain Grace and Tmmunity, notwithſtanding any 
Penalty they, themſelves 12215 or ſhall” om in- 
curred. a 
Ap that no one may excuſe himſelf feen the 1 

Oude of informing under-the borrowed Pre- 
tent 


ut. 
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text of natural Secret, or the moſt, ſacred Oath, 
or other ſtricter Tye, by order of bis ſaid Holineſe, 
Notice is hereby given to all, that ſuch Obligation 
of natural Secret, or any Sort of Oath in criminal 
Matters, and already condemned under Pain of 
Excommunication, as above, neither holds nor 
binds in any Manner, being nul, made void, and 
of no Force, &c, 

'Tis. our Will that the preſent. Edict, when. 
affixed. in the uſual Places in Rome, do oblige and 
bind Rome and. its Diſtrict, and from the Term of 
twenty Days after, the whole Eccleſiaſtical State, 
comprehending even the Legations and Cities of 
Bologna, Ferrara, and Benevento, in the ſame | 
Manner as if they had been perſonally notified to | 
each of them, Given in Rome this 14th Day, of | 
January, 1730. 

Joſeph: Cardinal Firrao. 


Jerome de Bardi, 2 


Rome, Is the Printing-Office of - the Reverend 
. 27 39. 5 


D E O R E E. 
The 18th Pay of Eb. 1739. 


nent, and moſt Reverend Cardinals of the 
N See, and Inquiſitors-Generals in the 
Chriſtian e heretical Pravity, heals, 4 


in , 


255 The His Tory of 


in the Convent of St. Mary Supra AMineruam, 
thoroughly weighing that a certain Book, written 
in French, ſmall in its Size; but moſt wicked in 
Regard to its bad Subject, intitled, The Hiſtory of, 
and an Apology for the Society of Free-Maſons, by 
J. G. D. M. F. M. printed at Dublin, for Patrick 
Odoroto, 17 39, has been publiſhed to the great Scan- 
dal of all the Faithful in Chriſt, in which Book there 
is an Apology for the Society of Free-Maſons, al- 
ready juſtly condemned by the Holy See: After a 
mature Examination thereof, a Cenſure, and that 
publiſhed by our moſt Holy Lord, Pope Clement XII. 
together with the Suffrages of the moſt Eminent 
and moſt Reverend Lords, the Cardinals, by the 
Command of his Holineſs, condemns and prohibits, 
by the preſent Decree, the ſaid Book, as containing 
Propoſitions and wicked Principles. 
WHEREFORE, that ſo hurtful and wicked a 
Work may be aboliſhed, as much as poſſible it can, 
or at leaſt that it may not continue without a per 
petual Note of Infamy, the ſame ſacred Congre- 
gation, by Command as above, has ordered that 
the ſaid Work ſhall be burnt publickly by the 
_ Miniſter of Juſtice in the Street of St. Mary Supra 
Minervam, on the 25th of the current Month, at 


tho ſame Time, the Congregation ſhall be held i in 


the Convent of the ſame St. Mary. 

MorEoOveR this ſame facred Congregation,” 57 
the Command of his Holineſs, poſitively forbids 
and prohibits all the Faithful in Chriſt, that no 
one dere by any Means, aud under any Pretence- 

whatſoever, 


— Ws 


whatſoever, copy, print, or cauſe to be copied or 


printed, or retain or preſume to read the ſaid Book, 
in any Language, and Verſion now publiſhed, or 
(which God forbid) may be publiſhed hereafter, 


and now condemned . by this Decree, under the 


Pain of Excommunication to be incurred ip/o Fas. 


by thoſe that ſhall offend therein ; but that they 
ſhall preſently and effectually deliver it up to the 
Ordinaries of ſuch Places, or to the Inquiſitors of 
heretical Pravity, who ſhall burn it, or cauſe it to 
be burnt, without t Delay „ 

Tyenty- fifth of February, 17 39. 


Paul Antinus Capellorius, Notary Publick of the ö 


* Roman and Univerſal Inquiſition, 
The Place ſ of the Seal. 


| Upon the 25th if February, 1739, the above cited 


Decree was fixed and publiſhed at the Gates of the 
Church of the Prince of the Apoſtles, at the Palace 
of the Holy Office, and at the other actuſtomary 


Places within the City, by me Peter RN a 


Officer of the Holy Inquiſition.” 


At Rome, from the Printing- Office of the Reverend | 


Apaſlolick- Chamber, 17 39. 


Norwir HT AN DINO theſe. abominable In- 
fractions upon human Liberty, and being thus 
oppreſſed in the Eccleſiaſtical State, the P raternity 
found a ſafe Refuge from Time to Time in many 
Parts of Jtaly, who being better enlightened than 
thoſe of Rome, did not by any Means oppoſe the 


rhea pe c ſpreading . 
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ſpreading and propagating an Art, founded on the 
moſt exalted Maxims of ſound Morality, and which 
could not but tend to the greateſt Advantage of eve- 
ry Kingdom. The malicious Reflections and In- 
veQtives, raiſed and ſpread againſt the Maſons all 
over Europe, and with which they haye been with- | 
out Mercy beſpattered, and which would fill a 
Volume, muſt be paſſed over in Silence, to treat 
of Matters that are of much greater Conſequence, 
and nearer Concern to the Fraternity, At a Time 
when they enjoyed Peace and Tranquillity in 
Switzerland, to the utmoſt of their Wiſhes, all at 
once a Cloud aroſe in a certain Quarter, that » 
threatned an heayy Storm; nor leſs it was than to 
root out and extirpate the hitherto unſhaken and 
immoveable Foundations of Maſonry, and at once . 
to overthrow the ſuperb Structure that had been 
erecting for many Ages. This mult be farther, 
and more at large explained for the Benefit of thoſe 
who are not already acquainted. with the Facts. 

None can be ignorant, that after the Example of 
France, and Halland, the Swiſs Cantons received 
the Maſons amongſt them, and afforded them 
Treatment equal to their Merit : The Eagerneſs 
with which all Ranks of People applied themſelves 
to what might aggrandize that illuſtrious Body, has 
ſerved as à Pattern for all other Nations in Europe, 
who value themſelves for their Brightneſs of Under-' 
derſtanding, or Loye for the liberal Arts. What ; 
fatal Deſtiny, what fanatical, Fury, could tranſport © 
the Magiſtrates of Berne to become the Enemies of 
Maſonry ; 
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Mafonry ; the Enemies of a Society who had never 

done them wrong, or impeached of one ce 

Deed ? Is it then, that Innocence, capable every 

where of curbing the fierceſt and moſt malignant 
Diſpoſitions, can make no Impreſſion upon the 
callous Hearts of theſe ſage Republicans? No. 
The cruel Prejudices with which. they armed them 
ſelves, againſt the noble Craft, has cauſed them to 
publiſh an Ordonnance for their Abolition, con- 
taining Aſſertions as unjuſt as ill ſounded again/#. 
the Society of Free- Maſons, whe had flyly and artfully. 
crept into that Couniry, On reading this, who could 
reſtrain the Fervency and Zeal with which he muſt. 

be enflamed, for the Honour and Glory of this 
ancient and venerable Society. This it was that 
ted the Writer of this little Eſſay, to, make all 
poſſible Efforts for their Defence, by imparting to 
the Publick ſome Reflections by Way of Apology 
for the Maſons, upon their being ſo violently at- 
tacked by the Magiſtrates of Berne. But that the 
ſeveral Articles of this Ordonnance may by the 
Reader be better examined one by one, and by 
which he will be the better enabled to judge the 
Force of the Reaſons made uſe of againſt it, made 
It neceſſary to inſert the ſaid Ordonnance here at 
Length, not deviating. in the leaſt from the Oh: 
ginal, It is ſet forth in cheſe Words: 


FE the 99 the bak and great 8 > 
eil of the City and Republick of Bere, 
ad known to all Men by, theſe Preſents ; Haying 
learnt 
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karnt that a certain Society, called Free- Maſong/ 
| ſpreads itſelf every Day more and more into all the 
Cities and Towns under our Government; and 
that the Perſons who Have joined the ſaid Society, 
ate received under various ſolemn Engagements, 
and even by Oath : Wherefore having ſeriouſly 
refleted upon the Conſequences thereof, and con- 
ſidered that ſuch Meetings and Aſſociations, are 
directly contrary to the fundamental Laws and 
Conſtitutions of our Country, and in particular to 
the Protection required on our Part to diſcounte- 
nance any Aſſemblies under our Government, 
without our Knowledge and expreſs Permiſſion: 
Moreover it has appeared to us, that if an effefual 
Remedy was not immediately taken, the C onſequence of 
that Neglect might be dangerous to the State. For 
| theſe Reaſons, and through our paternal AﬀeCtion, 
as much for the publick Good, as the private Ad- 
vantage of all our Citizens and Subjects, we have 
found it abſolutely neceſſary to diſſolve and totally 
_ aboliſh the ſaid Society, which we do by theſe Pre- 
ſents, and henceforth for ever we forbid, annul, 
and aboliſh it in all our Territories and Diſtricts, to 
all Perſons that now are, or ſhall hereafter come 
into our Dominions; and we do in the firſt Place 
ordain and decree, that all theſe, our Citizens and 
Subjects, who are actuallj known to be Free-Maſons, 
ſhall be obliged immediately to abjure, by Oatb, the. 
Engagements they have taken in the ſaid Society, before 
the Bailiff or Officer of the Diſtrict where they live, 
without Delay, And as to our Citizens and Subjects, 
| | Who 
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who aQuually are F ree-Maſons, and not publickly 
known to be ſuch, and who nevertheleſs at preſent 
reſide in our Nominions, or may hereafter come 
under our Obedience our Sovereign Will and 
Pleaſure is, that thoſe who ſhall be found in our 


Dominions, ſhall be bound to renounce their Obli- 


gation 'in the Space of one Month from the Date 
hereof ; and thoſe who are abſent muſt ſubmit to 
the ame Terms, to be reckoned from the Day of 
their Return ; not only to aceuſe themſelves, but 
to abjure and renounce their Engagements; thoſe 
who preſent themſelves in our capital City to the 
reigning Adveyer ; and in other Cities, or in the 
Country, to the Baili if of the Place ; and from 
them they ſhall receive Aſſurances of Safety to 
their Perſons, if they abjure and renounce their Obk- 


gations without delay, in the ſame Form as bu 


other Maſons are obliged to do. 


Urpon Failure in any. Part hereof, they mall all 5 
undergo the Puniſhment hereafter declared. But 


to the End that no Perſon fhall dare for the Time to 


come to entice, tempt, ſollicit, or be ſo enticed, tempted, 


or ſallicited to engage him, or themſelves, into this ſame 
$6.ihy of Free- Maſons, we have thought, fit 10 or- 
dain and decree as follows + 


Trar all thoſe Maſons who ſhall hold their 


Aſſemblies in our Dominions, or who ſhall entice, 
tempt, or ſollicit others into their Aſſociations, ag 
well as all our Citizens and Subjects. in our Domi- 
nions,. and elſewhere, as alſo thoſe who have been 
- at Ny, ſhall for the fature frequent ſuch 


_—_ 


Aſſe mblies, 
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Aſſemblies, they ſhall all and every of them be ſub. 
jected to the Fine of 100 Crowns without Remiſ- 
ſion: and likewiſe be deprived of whatever Place, 
Truſt, Benefit, or Employment he ſhall now hold; 
and if they have no preſent Employment or Office, 
ſhall be rendered incapable of holding any ſuch 
for the Time to come. 
Ap touching the Place or Lodge, where this 
; Kind of Aſſemblies are held for the future, the 
. Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall let or furniſh them 
with a Houſe, Room or Place for the holding of 
| ſuch Lodge, ſhall be ſubjected to the ſame Fine of 
100 Crowns; one Third of which to the In- 
former, one Third to the Bailif of the Place, and 
one Third to the Hoſpitals, or Fund of the Poor, 
where ſuch Aſſembly ſhall be held. Let it be well 
underſtood that all Offenders who ſhall leave our 
Dominions, in order to ſatisfy the Payment of the 
Faid Fine, ſhall be baniſhed from our Dominions 
for ever, or till they ſhall have paid the faid Fine; 
and ſhall not return again till they have paid it, 
upon Pain of Death. We moreover reſerve, at 
Pleaſure, to puniſh with more or leſs Rigor, ac- 
cording to the Caſe of the Perſon ſo rendering 
himſelf up to our ſovereign Pleaſure, or thoſe who, 
notwithſtanding their Abjuration, ſhall have again 
entered into the Society, or frequent ar of their 
Aſſemblies. | 
Wxũ do finally ordain and cominand,; that all 
our Bailiffs and Miniſters of Fuſtice, do cauſe theſe 
Preſents to be publiſhed in all Churches, and to be 
| fixed 
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Kxed up in the accuſtomed Places, and ſee that 
theſe. out Commands are ſtrictly and faithfully 
executed. 

Gig N in our Great Council the 51 of March, 
1745. 


Ir i is not intended to aſſert that Princes have not 
the Right to forbid their Subjects from entering 
into any Society or Community, but really to ſhew 
the Contrary by unexceptionable Arguments. All 
Sovereigns have the Authority to determine the 


Actions of their Subjects, provided they are by a 
Neceſſity, as well natural as moral, or by the fun- 


damental Laws of the Place, capable of an obvi- 


ous Determination, The Exerciſe of Maſonry, | 


then, comes not under the Number of. thoſe deter- 
minable Actions, which by Neceſſity or -funda- 
mental Laws, are exempted from the ſovereign 
Authority. Princes may act as they think fit, with 
Reſpe& to the Exerciſe of Maſonry; yet let it be 
well noticed, that what is here aſſerted will oftener 
accord with the abſolute Power of a Sovereign, than 
with the common and natural Rights of Mankind 
and ſtrict Juſtice, which are frequently of a dire& 
contrary Tendency. The Ordonnance of the 
Canton of Berne, is not to be attacked on the Side 
of ſovereign Power, but in the unjuſt Motives, 
| Suppoſitions and groundleſs Imputations, that oc- 
© caſioned the over-halty Magiſtrates, to accompliſh 
the Extirpation of the Fraternity. This Event 
has however anſwered one falutary End, of clear- 


ing | 
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ing up the Integrity of the Maſons, and ſetting 
4 their Innocence and Sufferings, their noble and 
| unexceptionable Demeanour, and other their ad- 
mirable Deeds in a proper Point of View: Which 
ſhining Merits it ſhould have been thought might 
have produced the higheſt Praiſe, inſtead of unworthy 
and unjuſtifiable Reproach. The Ordonnance ſets 
[ forth that if an effeiual Remedy was not immediately 
taken, the Conſequence of that Neglect might be dan- 
gerous to the State. Is it poſſible that the clear- 
ſighted Republicans of Berne could diſcover ſuch 
groſs Ignorance, and afford their Countenance and 
Attention to the mean and baſe Surmiſes every 
where induſtriouſly propagated and ſerved up to 
the higher Powers againſt the Maſons ? What 
dangerous Conſequence could enſue, if they were 
not afraid of the Fraternity's ſtirring up Sedition 
and Rebellion againſt the Government? The Sup- 
poſition i is worthy the Suppoſers. The Aboliſhing 
of ſupreme Power, let it be exerciſed by whomſo- 
ever it will ; by Kings, or by particular Perſons, 
Lords or Magiftrates i inveſted with ſovereign Power, 
could tend to no other End than ſubverting all 
Order in Civil Society, create Confuſion, and in- 
volve the Country i in Deſtruction. The State or 
1 Government, ſay the Enemies of Maſonry, ought 
1 to examine narrowly into, and aboliſh the Frater- 
| nity, becauſe it ſpreads all over the World, and its 
Members are united by Obligations, ſo much the 
more ſtrong and durable, as they are the leſs expoſed 
to open Day and vulgar Eyes, a Word can call them 
together 
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together, wound one and you maim the whole 
Body, one common Intereſt unites them all as 
Brethren ; their Myſteries muſt then cover ſome 
Scheme for a Revolution, which muſt be prevent- 
ed: As they profeſs an indiſcriminate Obedience ta 
their Grand-Maſter, and his Officers, all the World 
is threatned with being reduced to Slavery and 
3ondage by them, if they are not immediately ex- 
tirpated. without Diſtinction. Every one will 
readily perceive the Folly and Impertinence of 
theſe frivolous and pitiful Sugzeſtions z as it requires 
but a ſmall Portion of common Senſe to diſcern 
both its Malice and Ignorance, | 
If the Conduct of the Fraternity be examined, 
in every Place where they have yet been eſtabliſhed, | 
it is utterly impoſſible to ſuppoſe Maſonry ſo per- 
nicious or ſo deſtructive in its Deſigns and Ten- 
dency ; and to have nothing in View but the Sub- 
verſion of the civil Power, which they are ready 
to own comes directly from Almighty God. How 
can it be thought credible, that they ſhould admit 
not only Magiſtrates, but Noblemen, great Princes, | 
and even crowned Heads to the Myſteries of an 
Order, the End of which was only to ſubvert and 
deſtroy their Power? Can ſuch a Thought as this 
enter into the Mind of a Man ecdowed with one 
Grain of common Senſe ? It is not to be found in 
the earlieſt Hiſtories, from the firſt Eftabliſhment of 
Maſonry to this Day, that they ever bore a Part in 
the Intrigues and Troubles that have been the Fore- 
runners 5 of moſt cruel Revolutions in many King- 
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doms and States of the World. Even in Evplend, 


Convulitons, the Fraternity always appeared with 
the greateſt Luſtre and Glory; yet ſuch was the 
Decorum they obſerved there, that none can diſ- 
cern the leaſt Shadow or Pretence that might cauſe 
them to be ſuſpected of what is called in that re- 
nowned Iſland party Faction; a Thing directly 

contrary. to the Preſervation and Continuance of 
that ſacred Tye which unites them all, upon their 
becoming Brethren : From the fame Motives it is, 
that tbey are enjoined in all their Aſſemblies, on no 
Account to ſpeak of political Affairs, not only that 
no Umbrage may be given to the civil Powers, but 
that no Diſſenſions of that Kind may ariſe in the 


Lodges, which has ſown the Seeds of Diſcord and 


Hatred among the moſt intimate Friends: Againſt 


this the Oath they take is ſo ſacred, that it is held 


as the moſt heinous Crime to violate it, Who can 
ſuſpe& the Maſons of engaging in Plots, which 
rarely have ended, but by bringing the moſt 
flouriſhing Kingdoms to the Brink of Deſtruction? 
Surely neither the Religion nor Policy of a State or 


Kingdom had fo often been ſhaken, or ſuch Seas of 


Blood been ſpilt, if thoſe who governed had been. 
Maſons, or at leaſt had put in Practice what they 
account as a Crime, Far from degrading the Au- 
thority of Sovereigns, the Maſons always have been, 
and ever will be, faithful, ſteady, and zealous De- 
fenders. of it. 
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Fon what has been faid, it muſt appear plain- 
ly, to all that will throw aſide Partiality, and 
imaginary Prejudices, that the grave Magiſtrates of 
Berne, have been the moſt miſtaken of any People 
in the World, in the Pretenſions of their Ordon- 
nance, to think that any dangerous Conſequences 
could acrew to them from the Aſſemblies of the 
Maſons ; a Society who has no other Intentions than 
to promote Peace, Love, Union and Harmony a- 
mong all Men; and who might have flattered them- 
ſelves not only with being cordially received, but 
protected in every State, as they propagated no- 
thing but what would make every one happy, who 
are willing to be ſo, Another Article of the 
Ordonnance runs thus: All thoſe who are actually 
known for Free-Maſons, fhall be obliged to abjure by 
Oath the Engagements they have taken in the ſaid 
Society, This Matter muſt be cloſely examined, 
to ſee if the Gentlemen of Berne had a Right to 
puſh their ill Will to this great Extremity, and to 
oblige their Subjects to take this unheard-of Step, 
and accuſe themſelves, which will appear the more 
violent from the Conſiderations that follow. 
TE Reception or Initiation of a new Brother, 

is by an expreſs Agreement, made between the 
Maſter of the Lodge, and the Perſon who requeſts 
to be admitted: By this Agreement or Compact, 
not only the Lodge of which he is Maſter, but 
alſo the whole Order of Free-Maſons, acquire a 
well grounded Right, which obliges this ne made 
Brother to an exact and faithful Obſervance of the 
| N 2 Laws 
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Laws of the Fraternity, and to ſet his: Hand there- 
to; and alſo not to commit any Action that may 
ever ſo remotely tend to the Diſcredit or Diſgrace 


of the Fraternity in general. This no Prince or 


Magiſtrate would ever have known, and in courſe 
could not have deprived them of; but that the Ex- 
erciſe of Maſonry not being before inderdicted, 
enjoying not only in Berne, but in other Parts of 
Switzerland, perfect Liberty and Freedom, ren- 


dered it of no moment to make publick. The 


Subjects in becoming Maſons have not done any 
Thing contrary to the Laws of the Country under 
whom they live, and of courſe, cannot, with tlie 
leaſt Appearance of Juſtice, be taxed or puniſhed 


at all, not having committed any Crime, But to 
force a Maſon to abjure by Oath the ſolemn and 


harmleſs Engagements he has entered into by his 
own free Choice, and without Solicitation, would 
be the moſt ſhameful Breach of human Liberty, 
the ſevereſt Infliction, and greateſt Diſgrace that 
ever beſel 2 Maſon. No, Death itſelf would be 
more welcome to him, than to be neceſſitated to 
commit ſo baſe and foul an Action: And ſurely it 
may be inferred, that the Magiſtrates of Berne, can 
never be ſo cruel as to attempt putting this infernal 
Article into Execution, it not being more con- 
tradictory to natural Juſtice, than to the ſacred Ob- 
ſervance and only Tye among Men, an Oath, 
Ir may be deemed ſuperfluous to ſay, that, 3 
voluntary Renounciation is the moſt ridiculous Thing 


that could be required of a Maſon. It is never- 


theleſs 
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theleſs ſet forth, that they are not only to accuſe 
themſelves, but in Conſequence of that Accufal or 
Renounciation, they muſt abjure their Engagements 
without Delay, A voluntary Renounciation is ac- 
knowledging they have done wrong, or that they 
have offended againſt ſome Laws of the Country. 
Therefore in order to induce the Maſons to confeſs 
that they are in the wrong, the Canton of Berne 
muſt prove the Rectitude of their Proceedings from 
Laws of more ancient Date, than their faid gracious 
Ordonnance; which they never will be able to do. 
But to the End that no Perſon ſhould dare to enter 
into the Society of Free-Maſons, we ordain, &c. 
THAT is to ſay, the Magiſtrates of Berne, 
having been ſo grievouſly miſinformed of the real 
End and Deſigns of the Fraternity, not to know 
what was moſt for their Welfare ; becauſe by theic 
Ordonnance they have deſtroyed the Endeavours. 
which only tended to make their Subjects happy: 
Jealouſy and Envy have taken abſolute Poſſeſſion 
of the Hearts of theſe Republicans, and carry with 
them a moſt cruel CharaQteriſtick, becauſe they 
ſacrificed an Advantage worthy of being envied, 
and which many other Provinces received with 
open Arms. They have ſtrove hard that the hap- 
py Effects attending their Subjects ſhould be en- 
joyed by Strangers. Inſtead of repining at their 
Conduct, the Fraternity without Regret, leſt 
this ſavage and ſcabby Country, the frightful 
Mountains, and dreadful Precipices, to procure to 
themſelves a more delightful and pleaſant Retreat, 
N 3 | where 
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Where they may enjoy the Delights of Maſonry, 


true Peace, and the good Things of this 2 
without Diſcontent or Perſecution. 

Ir is grievous to be obliged to make theſe gentle 
and condeſcending Reflections: But they are our 
Enemies, have put the Sword into our Hands, and 
the Law of Nature directs every Man to defend 
himſelf, when he is unjuſtly attacked, The Li- 


berty we profeſs and avow makes us look upon the 
Aſſaults of theſe Miſcreants with Contempt; all 


the Revenge we ſeek, for the injurious Reflections 
they caſt upon us, is to demean ourſelves every 
where, ſo as to gain the Eſteem of all who chuſe 
to be guided by ſound Reaſon. There really is 
very little in the pompous Ordonnance worthy of 
Notice, but what vaniſhes in Smoak ; unleſs the 


ſwaggering Title ſeem to tell you the contrary, 
Should it not ſeem to be a Work of more than ordi- 


nary Wiſdom againſt the Maſons, ſince the Magi- 
ſtrates of Berne were ſo good as to let the World 
know they had condemned what they never either 
ſaw or knew ; that is to ſay, a true Deſcription of 


Maſonry, and a Picture of a real Maſon ? They 


muſt then be indulged : It is to be hoped they will 
not be offended at having the Portrait of a Ma- 
ſon drawn for them, to convince them, if poſ- 
ſible, of the Error into which they have unfor- 


tunately plunged themſelves. But having in the 


Beginning of theſe Reflections given a diſtant 
View of Maſonry, we ſhall here trace out its 


Effects upon the Conduct of human Life. It al- 
5 ways 
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ways affords inward Peace, but a Peace not in the 
leaſt tending to a careleſs InaQtivity ; it is produc- ' 
tive of the beſt Actions, preſerving ſuch an Even- 
neſs and Tranquillity, under all diſcouraging 
Events, as Places them far above the little trifling 
Incidents that affect the human Race in their Pur- 
ſuits after Happineſs, They know that Bitternets 
and Remorſe of Conſcience, ever attend the doing 
Wrong, and are the greateft Reproach to the Pro- 
bity they have ever maintained, and therefore en- 
deavour to enlarge the good Conduct they ſo rigidly 
impoſe, to avoid Reproach from their Enemies, 
and to ſhew that the Practice of real Goodneſs is 
the only Thing that can make a good and true Ma- 
ſon. They are taught to hope moderately, to ſuſ- 
fer patiently, to take Pleaſure in what they en- 
joy, to hope for little, and that little to be needſul. 
Their Duty is their good Will to Mankind: And 
they live not ſo much f6r themſelves as for others, 
their eſchewing Evil and doing Good exalts their 
Underftandings, renders Pleaſure more pleaſureable, 
and makes them more happy in Happineſs, and - 
leſs miſerable in Trouble, In a Word, if-truly 
noble Inſtitutions, backed with all the Force and 
Strength of Reaſon, and refined Taſte, if that 
which is ſolidly happy, and truly virtuous, deſerves 
any Praiſe, they have a juſt Claim to it, in Spite 
of the dirty Efforts of thoſe mean and wicked 
Perſons, the Fautors of Falſehood, who are eter- 

| nally exclaiming againſt the Vices, the Paſſions 
and Imperfections of Men, and are the firſt to 
N 4 commit 
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commit what they condemn, though under the 
Covering of puritanical Sanctity. 

MasonNRY is the Daughter of Heaven: And 
happy are thoſe who embrace her ! By it, Youth 
is paſſed over without Agitation, the middle Age 


without Anxiety, and old Age without Remorſe. 


Maſonry teaches the Way to Content, a Thing 
almoſt unknown to the greateſt Part of Mankind, 


In ſhort, its ultimate Reſort is to enjoy in Security 125 


the Things that are, to reject all Medlers in State- 
Affairs or Religion, or of a trifling Nature, to em- 
brace thoſe of real Moment, and worthy Ten- 
dency, with Fervency and Zeal unfeigned, as ſure 
of beingunchangeable, asending in Happineſs. They 
are Rich without Riches, intrinſickly poſſeſſing all 


defirable Good; and in ſhort have the leſs to wiſh 


for, by the Enjoyment of what they have. Li- 


berty, Peace and Tranquillity are the only Objects 


worth their Efforts, Trouble, and Diligence, 
Indiſcerning Mortals think to procure theſe by 
heaping up Riches; and Riches are the only Ob- 
ſtacles againſt, what they with ſo much Diligence 
and Induſtry defire to attain, What is mere com- 


mon than to ſee Men argue leſs reaſonably, when 


they pretend to have moſt Reaſon ? Is it reaſonable 


to be exclaiming at all Times, and in all Places, a- 


gainſt the Fickleneſs and Inſtability of Fortune, 
making idle and impertinent Reflections on paſt 


Events, and either give themſelves up to continual 


Murmuring for the preſent, or to the moſt fright- 
ful Apprehenſions for the Time to come? The 
reaſonable 
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reaſonable Man, it may be ſaid the good Maſon, is 
_ contented in his Situation, finds his Temper ſweet- 
ned, and his Manners refined, happy in the Lime 
- preſent, and thinks of the Time to come without 
any Dread of it; he knows ſo well how to enjoy 
it, as not to be led away with empty and vague 
Purſuits: Inſtead of troubling the Publick with his 
Thoughts and Reflections, he only ſtudies to ac- 
compliſh the deſirable End of publick Utility, by 
privately inculcating every neceſſary Duty. He 
chuſes a Way of Life ſuited to his Fortune, makes 
Choice of Friends conformable to his own Charac- 
ter; and by acting thus, he gives no mean Proof of 
his Wiſdom and Taſte of true Virtue, ſo much 
talked of, and ſo ſeldom found among thoſe mean 
and gloomy Souls, who thiak that the greateſt 
Piety conſiſts in making Scruples of all Kinds, in 
having the holy Lear and hypocritical Cant of a 
ſtrait-laced Chriſtian, who not having Diſcern- 
ment enough to ſee any Thing as it ſhould be, 
would repreſent Almighty God, like themſelves, 
for ever with the Brand of Deſtruction in his 
Hand, 

THE Maſons deteſt this infernal Spirit, wiſhing 
nothing but Peace and Union to all Mankind, 
which together with the ReCtitude of their Lives, 
enables them to hope for- all the Peace and Reſt 
that is to come, Strict among themſelves, not 
judging the Faults of others, regular and attentive 
to all neceſſary Duties, modeſt in Proſperlty, calm 
in Adveſity, always, as ready to be taught as to 
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teach another, equally incapable of all Baſeneſs, 
ill-grounded Complaints, and above all Things, of 
oftending a Brother, ſpeaking well of him, bothpub- 
lickly and privately, and doing all Things according 
to the firifteſt Juſtice. Such is the true Maſon! ſuch 
Maſonry, it may he hoped not only in Switzer- 
land, but every where upon the Face of the 
Earth, where that noble Society is entertained ! 
O glorious Architecture]! which never fails amply 
to recompence all who attach themſelves to thee. 
O delightful Society ! no greater Liberty can be on 
Farth than in thee, nor truer Peace and Content 


than under thy Banners. 


O of the nobleſt Qualifications belonging to 
Maſons, and the innocent Cauſe of all the Perſe- 
cutions and Reproaches they have ſuffered, is Se- 
crecy. Certain it is, that in conducting all 
worldly Affairs, Secrecy is not only eſſential, but 
abſolutely neceſſary: The [talian Proverb ſays, 
If you weuld live well and enjoy Peace, you muſt be 
deaf and dumb. The chief Aim and Principles 


of the famous Philoſopher Pythagoras was to bridle 


the Tongue, We read that Demo/thenes, who was 
an Orator and Philoſopher of exemplary Life and 
great Authority, among his many good Qua- 
Uties, was guilty of talking too much, which 
obliged the Athenians one Day aſſembled in Coun- 
cil, to aſſign him a Penſion, not for him to teach 
Philoſophy, but to make him hold bis Tongue, in 
order that his Chattering might not do more Miſ- 
chief, and create more Miſunderſtandings than the 

Citizens 
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Citizens of Athens could ever rectify. Princes, 
States and Republicks ought then to eſteem it a 
Bleſſing to have their Subjects compleat Maſters 
over that unruly Member the Tongue. In+the 
Aﬀairs of Council, Silence is of the utmoſt Im- 
portance. It were to be wiſhed that all Miniſters 
of State would practiſe this excellent Virtue: 1 
wiſh that they were Maſons, That Royal Art 
not only faithfully teaches how to conceal what is 
properly called a Secret, but alſo to be fo diſcreet in 
all Words and Actions, that none ſhall think it to 
be ſo ; or they cannot in order thereto walk 
worthily by the Square and Compaſs. 

Mos r of the ſovereign Princes of Europe, and 
eſpecially thoſe of England and Germany, have 
admitted the Fraternity under their Protection, and 
do not refuſe them what in Juſtice they deſerve, 
Encouragement and Countenance to all who pro- 
fels it in their Kingdoms; ſeveral of them have 
not diſdained to become of the Fraternity, and 
labour jointly with their Subjects in erecting the 
Edifice which was ſo happily begun. This ſhnews 
itſelf from the prodigious Number of Lodges 
ſpread all over the World, Not to be confined to 
thoſe of England and France, which are almoſt 
numberleſs, it will be ſufficient here to mention 
the ſurprizing Progreſs that Maſonry has made in 
Germany, The Germans being naturally teachable, 
and ſtrongly addicted to perfect themſelves in all 
Arts and Sciences, it is no Wonder then that the 
Fraternity have met with ſo many zealous Advo- 
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cates amongſt them. At Berlin Maſonty is ad- 
vanced to the higheſt Pitch of Splendor and Glory, 
ſupported by the generous Protection, and all neceſ- 
fary Aid, from mis MAIESTY THE KiNG or 
PRUSSIA. The Maſons aſſemble there four 
Times every Month, and work the Lodge alter- 
nately in French and German, The grand Enter- 
tainment which the Maſons gave at Berlin in the 
Year 1743 is a Proof to all Europe of the great 
Regard paid to that venerable Body, by the Nobi- 
lity, Gentry, and all Ranks and Degrees of Per- 

ſons. T he Cities of Hamburgh, Leipſic, Dreſden, 
Breſlau, Halle and Vienna have proved ſafe Aſy- 
lums for the illuſtrious Brotherhood, and in Spite 
of what happened in the latter, the Order is till 
ſupported under the auſpicious Government of H1s 
IMPERIAL MaJEsTY. 

Hs Serene Highneſs the Margrave of Branden- 
burgh Bareith, himſelf in the Year 1741 eſta- 
bliſhed a Lodge in the Place of 8 and 
the Inauguration was celebrated with amazing 
Pomp and Magnificence. At Frankfort on the 
Maine, is the great Lodge of the Union, com- 
poſed of the moſt noble Perſonages; and at this 
Time there is one of equal Dignity eſtabliſhed at 
Marburgb, in Heſſe-Caſſel. The Fraternity had a 
Lodge conſtituted at Bruſſels in 1743, and called 
it the Equity : They cauſed a Medal to be ſtruck, 
which repreſented on one Side a Heap of rough 
Stones, with this Inſcription, #qua Lege ſortitur In- 
fenes & Imos On the other Side appeared Silenus, 


covered 


— 
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covercd with the Skin of a Wolf, full of Evi and 
Ears, and out of a Cornucopia, which he held in 
one Hand, he poured out Squares, and other In- 
ſtruments of Maſonry. He lays the other Hand 
upon his Mouth, with theſe Words Favete linguis ; 
and a little We Aiquitas, Concordia, Virtus, which 
are the three great Pillars of the Fraternity. 

LET any one judge, after ſuch ample Proof, 
whether the Conduct of the Magiſtrates of Berne 
can be juſtified; and whether there is the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of Truth in their Suggeſtions of danger - 
ous Conſequences to the State; or whether they had 
any Authority to force the Maſons to abjure their 
Engagements: On the contrary it beſpeaks the great- 
eſt Abſurdity to force them to renounce the Society. 
Every Man who judges impartially, or without be- 
ing prejudiced againſt the Maſons, will, without 
Doubt, acknowledge the natural Picture of a Prince, 
who on all Occaſions has at Heart the Happineſs of his 
Subjects, and who his been ſo far from baniſhing the 
Maſons his Dominions, that he finds himſelf bound 
in Conſcience to gain their Love, and prote them 
in all T hiogs that depend on him. | 

As much has been faid of the Injuſtice done the 
Free-Maſons, it cannot be much out of the Way 
to mention the Proceedings of the furious and hor- 
rible Inquiſition in Spain, Portugal, and /taly, which 
in direct Oppoſition to Reaſon, Juſtice, and Hu- 
manity, endeavour, to extort from Maſons the Sex 
crets of their Art, by the moſt cruel Torments, 
and finally by Fire and Faggot. O what Inhu- 


manity 
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manity ! Dare they in a chriſtian Country attack 
the Innocent in ſuch a Manner as Barbarians would 
look upon with Horror ! Falſe Devotees accuſtom 
themſelves to infuſe into the Minds of the credu- 
lous Multitude a baneful Poiſon againſt every 
Thing that they imagine may affect their Reveries, 
and particularly againſt the moral Virtues, which 
they only know by Theory : From them the Fra- 
ternity may expect the moſt dreadful Conſequences, 
Still full of that blind Zeal, which ſtirred up the 
frantick Pagans to perſecute the primitive Chriſti- 
ans, they think that Maſons muſt be the like Vic- 
tims to their Vengeance. It is from hence that 
Rome, that tender Mother, who has often uſed 
Barbarities to her beſt Children, came to extend 
her Favours to the Maſons, who neither love 
nor fear her Threats. She falſely perſuades her- 
ſelf that in the Lodges of the Maſons, they not 


only act contrary to good Manners, but com- 


mit the moſt enormous Crimes; form Plots a- 
gainſt the Holy Church; and in ſhort, that the 
Lodge is the head Quarters of Satan, and the 
Theatre of Atheiſm. The Populace credit theſe 
well- -grounded Motives, and look no farther, 
though it be trumpeted Abroad by the moſt infernal 
| Calumniator, In the mean Time the Maſon quiet- 
ly enjoys the Religion in which he was born; 
is obliged to be faithful, juſt and true to bis 
Country; and the Engagements he enters into does 
not by any Means diſpence with the Obligations 
that the owes to God and his Sovereign : But this 

Declara- 
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Declaration will not appeaſe our Enemies, they 
require ſomething more than being innocent of all 
the Charges alledged againſt them. 

TE Secrets of the Fraternity then, being nei- 
ther contrary to Religion, nor the Duty of Sub- 
jects to their Prince, nor in Truth to any Law 
divine or human; it muſt then neceſſarily follow, 
that the wicked Suggeſtions of thoſe Incendiaries, 
who, under the Similitude of a Maſon, repreſent the 
moſt horrid Monſter that ever exiſted. in human 
Shape, are void of all Truth, In ſeeking for the Se- 
crets of the Fraternity theſe Men will forever ſeek in 
vain : They who are curious to know them, and 
have all the neceſſary Qualifications for it, with a 
general good CharaQter, and being well recom- 
mended, have only to. become Maſons to know 
all in a proper Length of Time ; they may depend 
upon it, they will not be refuſed. They who 
have endeavoured to compel the Maſons by Force 
to reveal the Secrets of their Art, at firſt Sight, to 
the Profane, would have them act contrary to the 
eſſential Nature of a Secret, becauſe when a Secret 
is made known it is no longer ſuch. The Inquiſi- 
tion, that horrible Tribunal that has too often made 
the Innocent tremble, have found all their Gallies, 
Engines and Tortures to be without Effect; they 
never will meet with a Maſon baſe enough to be- 
tray his Fruſt, and to buy his Liberty, and even 
Life, at the Expence of Honour and Remorſe of 
Conſcience. No Man ever, ſuppoſe him as wicked 
as you will, has revealed the Secrets of Maſonry, or 

| ever 
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ever will reveal them, They do not fear being 
confuted in this Point. Every Thing publiſhed 
with Regard to the Secrets of Maſonry are mere 
Chimeras and ridiculous Fancies. The publick ſeek 
after Words and Signs. Theſe ingenious Gentle- 
men gratify that itching Curioſity by patching up 
ſome*quaint Conceits, which may be true for what 
they know to the Contra fy, the better to impoſe on 
miſtaken Credulity ; and moreover to anſwer a 
much more neceſſary End of putting the 'long 
wanted Penny into their Pockets. All the Strata- 
gems made uſe of to entrap the unwary Maſon, if 
any ſuch there be, will for ever be fruitleſs, becauſe 
it is as impoſſible to accompliſh it, as to * the 
Moon out of its Sphere. 

Bur what is really wonderful, and what will 
render the Glory of the Fraternity immortal, is, 
that all theſe pretended Revealers themſelves, do 
them the Juſtice to give a tolerable clear Idea of 
their Manners, their Duty to Princes, and their Re- 
moteneſs to every Thing that might create Diſcord 
among Mankind: Tho' all this had been owned 
and publiſhed by the Maſons ; yet the Revealers 
found the Way of making it be believed. Tho” 
Innocence is a bitter Root, it never fails of pro- 
ducing ſweet and delicious Fruit. The W rongs 
which it endures tends to its Glory in the End; the 
Troubles which it undergoes end in Joy; the Load 
of Injuſtice produces Praiſe, and every Means 
made uſe of for its Deſtruction, renders the Over- 


coming of all the more triumphant. Supported 
by 
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by Patience and Hope, and divine Juſtice to plead 
its Cauſe, all the Malice, and all the Efforts of 
wicked and deſigning Men, but tend to raiſe it fo 
much the higher in Glory. As the Application is 
eaſy, the candid and unprejudiced Reader is left to 
his Reflections thereon. 

THERE remains no more to be faid, but as a 
good Maſon to offer 


PI PR AYER. 


HAT the great Architect of the Univerſe, 
the All-knowing, Almighty and Eternal 
God, who hath made us Maſons, would through 
his Grace and Mercy to Mankind, pardon and 


forgive our Enemies, and bring them to a Senſe of 


their Errors, and take from them thoſe fatal Pre- 
judices with which they bar their Breaſts againſt 
the Force of Truth, and fortify themſelves in 
Darkneſs, Ignorance and Falſehood, to the End 
that the Workers in the great Work, in whatſo- 
ever Part of the Earth they may be ſcattered, may 
not only magnify thy great and glorious Name, O 
Jehovah, but may be ſaved from all Troubles and 
Per ſecutions; that the glorious Structure may arrive 
at the Height of heavenly Perfection. 


The 


The SUBSTANCE of an 
ADDRESS 
Made to the Bop x of 
Free and Accepted MAS ONsð, 


Aſſembled at a quarterly Com MUNI1CA TION, 
held near Temple- Bar, December 11, 1735. 


ed * 


By one of the GRAND OFFICERS. 


Trapflated into o French and German, and annexed. to 
the foregoing APOLOGY. 


— - » 


H E chief Pleaſures of Wecker Viz, good 
Converſation, and the conſequent Improve- 

ments, are rightly preſumed, Brethren, to be the 
principal Motive of our firſt entering into, and 
then of propagating our Craft, wherein thoſe Ad- 
vantages, I am bold to ſay, may be better met 

with, than in any Society now in being; provided 
we are not wanting to ourſelves, and will but con- 
{ider, that the Baſis of our Order is indiſſoluble 
Friendſhip, 


dh. 
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Friendſhip, and the Cement of it Unanimity and 
Brotherly Love. | 

THAT theſe may always ſubſiſt in this Society, 
is the ſincere Deſire of every worthy Brother ; 
and, that they may do ſo in full Perfection hire, 
give me Leave to lay before you a few Obſervati- 
ons, wherein are pointed out thoſe Things, which 
are the moſt likely to diſcompoſe the Harmony of 
Converſation, eſpecially when it turns upon con- 
troverted Points. It is, Brethren, a very delicate 
Thing to intereſt one's ſelf in a Diſpute, and yet 
preſerve the Decorum due to the Occaſion, To 
aſſiſt us a little in this Matter, is the Subject of 
what J have at preſent to offer to your Conſidera- 
tion; and, I doubt not, but the bare Mention of 
what may be diſagreeable in any Kind of Debate, 
will be heedfully avoided by a Body of Gentle- 
men, united by the Bonds of Brotherhood, and 
under the ſtricteſt 17. of mutual Love and For- 
bearance. 

By the outward Demeanor it is, that the inward 
Civility of the Mind is generally expreſſed; the 
Manner and Circumſtance of which, being much 
governed and influenced by the Faſhion and Uſage 
of the Place where we live, muſt, in the Rule and 
Practice of it, be learned by Obſervation, and the 
Carriage of thoſe who are allowed to be Polite and 
Well-bred. But the more eſſential Part of Ci- 
vility lies deeper than the Outſide, and is that 
general Good-will, that decent Regard, and per- 
fonal Eſteem for every Man, which makes us cau- 

tious 
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tions of ſhewing in our Carriage toward him any 
Contempt, Diſreſpe& or Neglect. Tis a Diſpo- 
ſition that makes us ready on all Occaſions to ex- 
preſs, according to the uſual Way and Faſhion of 
Addreſs, a Reſpect, a Value and Eſteem for bim, 
ſuitable to his Rank, Quality and Condition in 
Life. It is, in a Word, a Diſpoſition of the 
Mind, viſible in the Carriage, whereby a Man 
endeavours to ſhun making another uneaſy in his 
Company, 

Fox the better avoiding of which, in theſe our 
Conventions, ſuffer me, Brethren, to point out to 
you four Things, directly contrary to this the moſt 
proper and moſt acceptable Conveyance of the 
Social Virtues, from ſome one of which, Incivility 
will generally be found to have its Riſe, and of 
Conſequence that Diſcord and Want of Harmony 
in Converſation, too frequently to be obſerved. 
Tux firſt of thee is a NATURAL 
ROUGHNESS, which makes a Man un- 
complaiſant to others ; ſo that he retains no De- 
ference, nor has any Regard to the Inclinations, 
Temper or Condition of thoſe he converſes with. 

- *Tis the certain Mark of a Clown, not to mind 
what either pleaſes or offends thoſe he is engaged 
with. And yet one may ſometimes meet with a 
Man in clean and faſhionable Clothes, giving an 
abſolute, unbounded Swing to his own Humour 
herein, and ſuffering it to joſtle or overbear every 
Thing that ſtands in its Way, with a perfe& In- 
difference how People have Reafon to take it. 
| This 
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This is a Brutality every one ſees and abhors, It 
is what no one can approve or be eaſy with, and 
therefore it finds no Place with thoſe who have any 
TinQure of Good-breeding ; the End and Deſign 
of which is, to ſupple our natural Stifneſs, and to 
ſoften Mens Tempers, that they may bend and 
accommodate themſel ves to thoſe, with whom 
they have to do. 

CONTEMPT is the ſecond Thing incon- 
ſiſtent with Good-breeding, and is intirely averſe 
to it. And if this Want of Reſpect be diſcovered, 
either in a Man's Looks, Words, or Geſture, come 
it from whom it will, it always brings Uneaſineſs 
and Pain along with it: For no Body can con- 
tentedly bear to be ſlighted. 

A THIRD Thing of the like Nature is 
CENSORIOUSNESS, or a Diſpoſition to 
find Fault with others, Men, whatever they are 
guilty of, would not chuſe to have their Blemiſhes 

diſplayed and ſet in open View. Failings always 
carry ſome Degree of Shame with them; and the 
Diſcovery, or even Imputation of any Doſes is 
not born by them without Uneaſineſs. | 

RALLERY muſt be confeſſed to be the 
molt refined Way of expoling the Faults of others; 
and, becauſe *tis commonly done with ſome Wit, 
in 8500 Language, and entertains the Company, 
People are apt to be led into a Miſtake, that where 
it keeps within fair Bounds, there is no Incivility 
in it. The Pleaſantry of this Sort of Converſation 
introduces it often therefore among People of the 

| 5 better 
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tions of ſhewing in our Carriage toward him any 
Contempt, Diſreſpe& or Neglect. Tis a Diſpo- 
ſition that makes us ready on all Occaſions to ex- 
preſs, according to the uſual Way and Faſhion of 
Addreſs, a Reſpect, a Value and Eſteem for bim, 
ſuitable to his Rank, Quality and Condition in 
Life. It is, in a Word, a Diſpoſition of the 
Mind, viſible in the Carriage, whereby a Man 
endeavours to ſhun making another uneaſy in his 
Company, 

Fon the better avoiding of which, in theſe our 
Conventions, ſuffer me, Brethren, to point out to 
you four Things, directly contrary to this the moſt 
proper and moſt acceptable Conveyance of the 
Social Virtues, from ſome one of which, Incivility 
will generally be found to have its Riſe, and of 
Conſequence that Diſcord and Want of Harmony 
in Converſation, too frequently to be obſerved. 
TE firſt of theſe is a NATURAL 
ROUGHNESS, which makes a Man un- 
complaiſant to others ; ſo that he retains no De- 
ference, nor has any Regard to the Inclinations, 
"Temper or Condition of thoſe he converſes with. 
- *Fis the certain Mark of a Clown, not to mind 
what either pleaſes or offends thoſe he is engaged 
with. And yet one may ſometimes meet with a 
Man in clean and faſhionable Clothes, giving an 
abſolute, unbounded Swing to his own Humour 
herein, and ſuffering it to joſtle or overbear every 
Thing that ſtands in its Way, with a perfect In- 
difference how People have Reaſon to take it. 

This 
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This is a Brutality every one ſees and abhors, It 
is what no one can approve or be eaſy with, and 
therefore it finds no Place with thoſe who have any 
Tincture of Good-breeding ; the End and Deſign 
of which is, to ſupple our natural Stifneſs, and to 
ſoften Mens Tempers, that they may bend and 
accommodate themſel ves to thoſe, with whom 
they have to do. 

CONTEMPT is the ſecond Thing incon- 
ſiſtent with Good- breeding, and is intirely averſe 
to it. And if this Want of Reſpect be diſcovered, 
either in a Man's Looks, Words, or Geſture, come 
it from whom it will, it always brings Uneaſineſs 
and Pain along with it: For no Body can con- 
tentedly bear to be lighted. 

A THIRD Thing of the like Nature is 
CENSORIOUSNESS, or a Diſpoſition to 
find Fault with others. Men, whatever they are 
guilty of, would not chuſe to have their Blemiſhes 
_ diſplayed and ſet in open View. Failings always 

carry ſome Degree of Shame with them; and the 
Diſcovery, or even Imputation of any Defect, is 
not born by them without Uneaſineſs. "71 

RALLERY muſt be confeſſed to be the 
moſt refined Way of expoſing the Faults of others; 
and, becauſe *tis commonly done with ſome Wit, 
in 8000 Language, and entertains the Company, 
People are apt to be led into a Miſtake, that where 
it keeps within fair Bounds, there is no Incivility 
in it. The Pleaſantry of this Sort of Converſation 
introduces it often therefore among People of the 

| 5 better 
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better Sort; and ſuch Talkers, it muſt be owned, are 
well heard, and generally applauded by the Laughter 
of the Standers-by : But it ought at the fame Time 
to be conſidered, that the Entertainment of the 
Company is at the Coſt of the Perſon, who is painted 
in burleſque Characters, who therefore cannot be 
without ſome Uneaſineſs on the Occaſion, unlets 
the Subject, on which he is rallied, be Matter of 
Commendation; in which Caſe the pleaſant Images, 
which make the Rallery, carrying. with them 
Praiſe as well as Sport, the rallied Perſon finding 
his Account in it, may alſo take a Part in the 
Diverſion. | 
Bur in regard the right Management of ſo nice 
a Point,. wherein the leaſt Slip may ſpoil all, is not 
every Body's Talent, it is better, that ſuch as 
would be ſecure of not provoking others, ſhould 
wholly. abſtain from Rallery, which by a ſmall 
Miſtake, or wrong Turn, may leave upon the 
Mind of thoſe, who are ſtung by it, the laſting 
Memory of having been ſharply, though wittily, 
taunted, for ſomething cenſureable in them. 
CONTRADICTION is alſo a Sort of 
Cenſoriouſneſs, wherein Ill-breeding much too 
often ſhews itſelf. Complaiſance does not require, 
that we ſhould admit of all the Reaſonings, or 
filently approve of all the Accounts of Things, 
that may be vented in our Hearing. The oppoſing 
the ill grounded Opinions, and the rectifying the 
Miſtakes of others, is what Truth and Charity 


ſometimes require of us ; nor does Civility forbid, 
lo 
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ſo it be done with proper Caution and due Care of 
Circumſtance. But there are ſome Men, who 
ſeem ſo perfectly poſſeſſed, as it were, with the Spirit 
of Contradiction and Perverſeneſs, that they ſteadi- 
ly, and without Regard either to Right or Wrong, 
oppoſe ſome one, and perhaps every one of the Com- 
pany, in whatſoever is advanced. This is ſo evident 
and outrageous a Degree of Cenſuring, that none 
can avoid thinking himſelf injured by it. 

ALL Sort of Oppoſition to what another Man 
ſays, is ſo apt to be ſuſpected of Cenſoriouſneſs, and 
is ſo ſeldom received without ſome Sort of Humili- 
ation, that it ought to be made in the gentleſt 
Manner, and couched in the ſofteſt Expreſſions 
that can be found, and ſuch as, with the whole 
Deportment, may expreſs, no Forwardneſs to con- 
tradict. All poſſible Marks of Reſpect and Good- 
will ought to accompany it, that whilſt we gain 
the Argument, we may not loſe the good Inclina- 
tions of any that hear, and eſpecially of thoſe, 
who happen to differ from us. 

AND here we ought not to paſs by an ordinary, 
but a very great Fault, that frequently happens in | 
almoſt every Diſpute ; 1 mean that of interrupting 4 
others, while they are ſpeaking. This is a Failing, 
which the Members of the beſt regulated Confra- 
ternities among us, have endeavoured to guard a- | 
gainſt, in the By-laws of their reſpective Societies, 
and is what the R. W. Perſon in the Chair ſhould 
principally regard, and ſee well put in Execution, 
Yet as it is an ill Practice, that prevails much in, 


the 
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the World, and eſpecially where leſs Care is taken, 
it cannot be improper to offer a Word or two a- 
gainſt it here. 

THERE cannot be a greater Rudeneſs than to 
interrupt another in the Current of his Diſcourſe: 
For if it be not Impertinence and Folly to anſwer 
a Man, before we know what he has to ſay; yet is 
it a plain Declaration, that we are weary of his 
Diſcourſe ; that we diſregard what he ſays, as 
judging it not fit to entertain the Society with ; 
and is in Fact little leſs than a downright deſiring 
that Ourſelves may have Audience, who have 
ſomething to produce, better worth the Attention 
of the Company. As this is no ordinary Degree 
of Diſreſpect, it cannot but give always very great 

Offence, | 
THe fourth Thing, Brethren, that is againſt 
Civility, and therefore apt to overſet the Harmony 
of Converſation, is CAPTIOUSNESS. And 
it is ſo, not only becauſe it often produces miſhe- 
coming and provoking Expreſſions and Behaviour 
in a Part of the Company, but becauſe it is a tacit 
Accuſation and a Reproach for ſomething ill taken, 
from thoſe we are diſpleaſed with. Such an Inti- 
mation, or even Suſpicion, muſt always be uneaſy 
to Society : And as one angry Perſon js ſufficient 
to diſcompoſe a whole Company ; for the Genera- 
lity, all mutual Happineſs and Satisfaction ceaſes 

therein, on any ſuch Jarring. This Failing there 
fore ſhould be guarded againſt with the ſame Care, 
as either the boiſterhus Ruſticity, and inſinuated 
Comtempt, 
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Contempt, or the ill-natured Diſpoſition to Cen- 
ſure, already conſidered and diſallowed of. For as 
Peace, Eaſe and Satisfaction are what conſtitute the 
Pleaſure, the Happineſs, and are the very Soul of 
Converſation; if theſe be interrupted, the Deſign 
of Society is undermined, and in that Circum- 
ſtance, How ſhould brotherly Love continue ? 
Certain it is, that unleſs good Order, Decency and 
Temper be preſerved by the Individuals of Society, 
Confuſion will be introduced, and a Diſſolution 
will naturally, very quickly, follow. | 

War therefore remains is to remind the Bre- 
thren, that the Maſons have ever been Lovers of 
Order, It is the Buſineſs of their particular Pro- 
. ſcffion to reduce all rude Matters to Truth. Their 
Aphoriſms recommend it. The Number of their 
Lights, and the declared End of their coming to- 
gether intimate the Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind, 
hah they are to meet, ang the Manner of 
their Behaviour when aſſembled. 

SHALL it then ever be ſaid, Fa thoſe, who by 
Choice are diſtinguiſhed from the Groſs of Man- 
kind, and who voluntarily have enrolled their 
Names in this moſt ancient and honourable Society, 
are ſo far wanting to themſelves and the Order 
| they profeſs, as to neglect its Rules? Shall thoſe 
who are banded and cemented together, by the 
ſtricteſt Ties of Amity, omit the Practice of For- 
bearance and brotherly Love? Or ſhall the Paſ- 
ſions of thoſe Perſons ever become ungovernable, 
who aſſemble purpoſely to ſubdue them? 

O 


WE 


290 The His Tory of 


Wr are, let it be conſidered, the Succeſſors of 
thoſe, who rear'd a Structure to the Honour of 
Almighty God, the Grand Archite& of the World, 
which for Wiſdom, Strength and Beauty, hath 
never yet had any Parallel, We are intimately 
related to thoſe great and worthv Spirits, who have 
ever made it their Buſineſs and their Aim to im- 
prove themſelves, and to inform Mankind. Let 
us then copy their Example, that we may alſo hope 
to obtain a Share in their Praiſe, This cannot 
poſſibly be done in a Scene of Diſorder : Pearls 
are never found but when the Sea is calm ; and 
ſilent Water is generally deepeſt. 

Ir has been long, and till is, the Glory and 
Happineſs of this Society, to have its Intereſt 
eſpouſed by the Great, the Noble and the Honoured 
of the Land, | Perſons, who, after the Example 
of the Wiſeſt and the Grandeſt of Kings, eſteem it 
neither Condeſcenſion or Diſhonour to patronize 
and encourage the Profeſſors of the Craft. It is 
our Duty, in Return, to do nothing inconſiſtent 
with this Favour ; and being Members of this 
Body, it becomes us to aCt in ſome Degree ſuitable 
to the Honour we receive from our illuſtrious Head. 
Ix this be done at our general Meetings, every 

good and deſirable End will very probably be pro- 
moted among us. The Craft will have the Ad- 
vantage of being governed by good, wholeſome 
and diſpaſſionate Laws: The Buſineſs of the Grand 
Lodge will be ſmoothly and effectually carried on: 
Jan Grand Officers will communicate their Sen- 


timents, 
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timents, and receive your Opinions and Advice 
with Pleaſure and Satisfaction: Particular Societies 
will become ſtill more regular, from what their 
Repreſentatives ſhall obſerve here. In a Word, 
true and ancient Maſonry will flouriſh ; and thoſe 
that are without, will ſoon come to know, that 
there are more ſubſtantial Pleaſures to be found, as 
well as greater Advantages to be reaped, in our 
Society, orderly conducted, than can poſſibly be 
met with in any other Bodies of Men, how mag> 
nificent ſoever their Pretenſions may be. For 
none can be ſo amiable as that which promotes 
brotherly Love, and fixes that as the grand Cement 
of all our Actions; to the Performance of which 
we are bound by an Obligation, both ſolemn and 
awful, and that, entered into by our own free and 
deliberate Choice; and as it is to direct our Lives 
and Actions, it can never be too often repeated, 
nor too frequently inculcated. 
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Delivered in a Sermon at. 4 
in Bo/ton, on the ** of December, 


1740. 


By the Rev. CHARLES BROCKWELL, A.M. His 
Majeſty's Chaplain at Baton, in News England. 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the GRAND Orpicers 
and BRETHREN there. 


HE principal Intention in forming Socie- 

ties is undoubtedly the uniting Men in the 
ſtricter Bands of Love; for Men conſidered as 
ſocial Creatures, muſt abs, their Happineſs from 
each other: Every Man being deſigned by Provi- 
dence to promote the Good of others, as he ten- 
ders his own Advantage; and by that Intercourſe 
to ſecure their good Offices, by being, as Occaſion 


may offer, ſerviceable unto them. 
CuRISTI- 
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CHRISTIANITY in general (for I now enter 
not upon the melancholy Diviſions ſo rife among us) 
never circumſcribes our Benevolence within the 
narrow Confines of Nature, Fortune, Profit, or 
perſonal Obligation. What I would advance is 
this: That we reſtrain not our Love to our next 
Neighbour only, this being meerly a Point of 
Conveniency—Nor to our Acquaintance ſolely, this 
being the Effect of Inclination purely to gratify 
ourſelves - We are not to careſs our Friends only, 
becauſe Gratitude and common Juſtice require 
even that at our Hands—Nor yet thoſe eſpecially 
from whom we expect to receive Benefit, for this 
Intereſt and Policy will prompt us to—Nor our 
Relations only, for this the Tics of Blood and meer 
Nature dictate Nor is our Love and Charity 
limited to them particularly who are of the ſame 
Church or Opinion with us : For by the very 
{ame Reaſon that we are induced to believe our- 
ſelves in the Righr, they may imagine themſelves 
ſo too; and what we may judge to be a Perfection 
among ourſelves, they may condemn as a Blemiſh, 
Be it ſo then: That in ſome Points, or rather 
Modes of Worſhip, we may differ or diſſent from 
each other, yet ſtill the LOD GE reconciles even 
theſe——There we all meet amicably, and converſe 
ſociably together — There we harmonize in Princi- 
ples, though we vary in Punctilios— There we join 
in Converſation, and intermingſe Intereſts There 
we diſcover no Eſtrangement of Behaviour, nor 
Alienation of Affection We ſerve one another 


O 3 moſt 
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moſt readily in all the kind Offices of a cordiat 
Friendſhip. Thus are we united, though diftin- 
guiſhed : United in the ſame Grand Chriſtian 
Fundamentals, though diſtinguiſhed by ſome Cir- 
cumſlantials United in one important Band of 
Brotherly Love, though diſtinguiſhed * ſome Pecu- 
liarities Sentiment. 

FREEDOM of Opinion thus indulged, but its 
Points never diſcuſſed, is the happy Influence under 
which the Unity of this truly Ancient and Hinous a- 
ble Society has been preſerved, from Time imme- 
morial. And whoever is an Upright Maſon, can 
neither be an Atheiſt, Deiſt, or Libertine. For 
he is under the ſtricteſt Obligation to be a ggod 
Man, a true Chriſtian, and to act with Honour 
and Honeſty, however diſtinguiſhed by different 
Opinions in the Circumſtantials of Religion. Up- 

on Which Account MASONRY is become the 
Center of Union, and the Means of conciliating 
Friendſhip among Men that might have otherwiſe 
remained at perpetual Diſtance; cauſing them to 
love as Brethren, as Heirs of the ſame Hope, Par- 
takers of the ſame Promiſes, Children of the ſame 
God, and Candidates for the ſame Heaven. | 

W read that when Tertullus pleaded againſt 
St. Paul, that the chief Accuſation whereon he 
founded his Plea, was, his being Ringleader of the 
Sect of the Nazarenes—and this Set (ſaid the Jews) 
we know that every where it is ſpdken againſt. And 
wherefore was this Se ſo ſpoken againſt? Was it 


from any Evil they knew of its Profeſſors i Or from 
meer 
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meer Ignorance or blind Prejudice > We find no- 
thing of the former, but undoubted Proof of the 
latter. And this I take to be pretty much our 
Caſe, in Reſpect to Maſenry—as flowing from the 
fame corrupted Principles. I have had the Honour 
of being a Member of this Ancient and Honoura- 
ble SOCIETY many Years, have ſuſtained many of 
its Offices, and can, and do aver, in this ſacred 
Place, and before the Grand ARCHITECT of the 
World, that I never could obſerve ought therein, 
but what was juſtifiable and commendable ac- 
cording to the ſtricteſt Rules of Society, This 
being founded on the Rules of the Goſpel, the 
doing the Will of God, and the ſubduing our Paſſt- 
ons, and highly conducing to every ſacred and 
ſocial Virtue, But not to inſiſt on my own Ex- 
periences, the very Antiquity of our Conſtitution 
furniſhes a ſufficient Argument to confute all Gain- 
ſayers. For no Combination of wicked Men, for 
a wicked Purpoſe, ever laſted long. The Want of 
Virtue, on which mutual Truſt and Confidence 18 
founded, ſoon divides and breaks them to Pieces. 
Nor would Men of unqueſtionable Wiſdom, known 
Integrity, ſtrict Honour, undoubted Veracity, and 
good Senſe (though they might be trapan'd into a 
fooliſh or ridiculous Society, which could pretend 
to nothing valuable) ever continue in it, (as all the 
World may ſee they have done, and now do) or 


contribute toward ſupporting and propagaling i it to 
Poſteritj. — 
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As to any Objection that have been raiſed a- 
gainſt this Society, they are as ridiculous as they are 
groundleſs:— For what can diſcover more egregi- 


_ ous Folly in any Man, than to attempt to vilifie 


what he knows nothing of? At that Rate, he may 
with equal Juſtice abuſe or calumniate any Thing 
elſe that he is unacquainted with—But there are 
ſome peculiar Cuſtoms among us ; ſurely theſe can 
be liable to no Cenſure: Hath notevery Society ſome 
Peculiarities, which are not to be revealed to Men 
of different Communities ?—But ſome among us 


| behave not fo well as might be expected: We fear 
this is too true, and are heartily ſorry for it, let us 


therefore every one try to mend one: But even this 


Objection is of no Weight with a Man of Inge- 


nuity and Candour. For if the Unworthineſs of a 
Profeſſor, caſts a Reflection upon the Profeſſion, it 


may be inferred by Parity of Reaſon, that the Miſ- 
conduct of a Chriſtian, is an Argument againſt 


Chriſtianity. But this is a Concluſion which I 
preſume no Man will allow, and yet it is no more 
than what he muſt ſubſcribe to, who is ſo unrea- 
ſonable as to inſiſt on the other. 

Upon the Whole then, it appears that the Rules 
of this Society have a direct Tendancy to render 


' Converſation agreeable, as well as innocent; and 
ſo to influence our Practice, as to be uſeful to others, 
and profitable to ourſelves; for to continue in Amity, 


and maintain a fair Correſpondence, to be diſpoſed 
reciprocally to all Offices of Humanity, and to act 


upon mutual Terms of Benevolence, which are the 
Character- 
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CharaQteriſticks of Chriſtianity, are likewiſe the 
Cement of this Society. And how good it is to 
aſſiſt, comfort, and relieve the Oppreſſed, I need 
not now obſerye, Nor is it leſs obvious, how pleafant 
it is to contribute to the innocent Delight, and pro- 
mote the lawſul Advantage of one another; and al- 
ways to converſe with Security without any the leaſt 
Suſpicion of fraudulent, injurious, or malicious 
Practices. 

Now, in order to cheriſh and promote this Har- 
mony within Doors and without, let us firſt lay 
hold on the ſureſt Means to ſtop the Mouth of De- 
traction, by endeavouring to lead a pure and un- 
blemiſhed Life. Let us conſider, my Brethren, that 
not the Reputation of one only but that of the whole 
Society is affected by a Brother's Miſbehaviour, In- 
veſted as we are with that diſtinguiſhing BADGE, 
which at this Day is the Glory of the greateſt Po- 
tentates upon Earth, we ſhould ſcorn to act beneath 
the Dignity of our Profeſſion, Let us then walk wor- 
thy of our Vacation, and do honout to our Profeſfion. 

LET us rejoice in every Opportunity of- ſerving 
and obliging each other, for then, and only then, 
are we anſwering the great End of our Inſtitution. 
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, oblige us not only 
to be compaſſionate and benevolent, but to admi- _ 
niſter that Relief and Comfort, which the Condi» 
tion of any Member requires, and we can beſtow 
without manifeſt Inconvenience to ourſelves, No 
artful Diſſimulation of Affection can ever be allowed: 
among thoſe, who are upon a Level, nor can Per- 
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ſons, who live within Compaſs, act otherwiſe than 
upon the Square, conſiſtently with the Golden Rule, 
of doing as they would be done by. For among us, 
every one is, or ſhould be another Self: So that he 
that hates another muſt neceſſarily abhor himſelf 
alſo: He that prejudices another, injures his own 
Nature ; and he that doth not relieve a diſtreſſed 
Brother ſtarves a Member of his own Body; but 
then this Relief is not to be beſtowed upon the idle, 
indolent, and extravagant; but upon the unfor- 
tunate, induſtrious, ſucceſsleſs Brother. 

LET us next remember the Regulations of this 
Society are calculated not only for the Prevention of 
Enmity, Wrath, and Diflenſion ; but for the Pro- 
motion of Love, Peace and Friendſhip ; then here 
ſurely Converſation muſt be attended with mutual 
Confidence, Freedom, and Complacency. He who 
neither contrives Miſchief againſt others, nor ſu- 
ſpects any againſt himſelf, has his Mind always.ſe- 
rene, and his Affections compoſed, All the human 
Faculties rejoice in Order, Harmony, and Proportion; 
by this our Society ſubſiſts, and upon this depends 
its Miſdom, Strength, and Beauty. Let therefore no 
narrow Diſtinctions diſcompoſe this goodly Frame, 
or diſturb its Symmetry. But when good and worthy 
Men offer themſelves, let them ever have the firſt 
Place in our Eſteem. Bug as for the Abettors of 
Atheiſm, Irreligion, Libertiniſm, Infidelity, let us 
in the Words of the Prophet ſhake our Hands from 
them, juſt as a Perſon would do, who happens to have 
Burning-coals or ſome venomous Creature faſtening 

upon 
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upon his Fleſh. Ts fuch 1 Ealp none would ſtand a 


Moment to confider; none would debate with him- 
ſelf the Expediency of the Thing; but inſtantly 
fling of the pernicious Incumbrance ; inftantly en- 
deavour to diſengage himſelf from the clinging 
Miſchief: So ſhould every upright Maſon from ſuch. 
perilous falſe Brethren. 

THERE is one eſſential Property which belongs: 
to our Craft, which had liked to have ſlipped me, 
and which, however condemned, is highly worthy 
of all Applauſe ; and that is Secrecy. All that 
Mould be diſcloſed of a Lodge is this, that in our 
Meetings we are all good-natured, loving and chear- 
ful one with another. But what are theſe Secrets? 
Why, if a Brother in Neceſſity ſeeks Relief, it is 
an inviolable Secret, becauſe true Charity vaunteih 
not it ſelf. If an overtaken Brother be admoniſhed, 
it is in Secret; becauſe Charity is kind. If poſſibly 
little Differences, Feuds, or Animoſities ſhould in- 
vade our peaceful Walls, they are ſtill kept ſecret, 
for Charity ſuffereth lang, is not eaſily proveked, 
tinketh no Evil. —Theſe and many more (would: 
Time permit) which I could: name, are the Em- 
belliſhments that emblazon the Maſon's Eſcutcheon. 
And as a further Ornament, let us add that aroma» 
tic Sprig of Caſſia, of letting our Light fo ſhine before: 
Men, that they may ſee our good Works ; and that 
whereas they ſpeak againſt us as evil Doers, they may 


| th, guy good Works, which they . behold, glorify: 
Ged, 


A. 


Delivered to a 


ConsTiTUuTED LODGE 
O F 
Free and Accepted MAS ONS, 


At the King's-Arms, in Helſton, Cornwall, 
on Tueſday, April 21, Anno Dom. 1752, 
V. A. L. 5752. 


F riends and Fullny- B rethren, 


» I have the Honour of being diſtinguiſhed 

by a Badge of Office in this regularly con- 
ſtituted Lodge, I have made Choice of this Op- 
portunity to aſſure you that I will uſe my beſt En- 
deavours to execute the Truſt which you have re- 
poſed in me with Freedom, Fervency and Zeal : 
And here I beg the Favour of your Attention for a 
few Minutes, while I exhort you to conſider with-a 


becoming 
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becoming Seriouſneſs ſome uſeful Hints which 
concern all of us. And firſt, I beg Leave to recom- 
mend an unwearied Diligence and Aſſiduity in the 
great Work wherein you are immediately con- 
cerned, to be upon your Guard at all Times, and 
on all Occaſions, eſpecially before Strangers, who 
will certainly watch every Opportunity to extract 
from you that Secret which has for Ages and Ge- 
nerations been hid from thoſe who are unqualified 
to receive it, The proper Obſervance and diligent 
Execution of this Part of your Duty will recom- 
mend you to the Notice of the World in general, 
and the Regard of this Lodge in particular. 

Be ye alſo careful, my Brethren, to avoid every 
Action which has the leaſt Tendency to brand you 
with the odious Name and Character of a covetous 

Man, which our holy Brother the Apoſtle Paul has 
with great Reaſon declared to be Idolatry: For what, 
my Brethren, can be expected from the Man who 
makes Gold his Hope, and places his Confidence in 
his Riches? What! but that he will be deaf to the 
Cries of the deſtitute Orphan, and Intreaties of 
the diſtreſſed Widow? Let the contrary Diſpoſi- 
tion prevail with us, and let not our Charity be 
circumſcribed with a narrow Circle ; but like that 
glorious Luminary which opens the Day, diſpenſe 
its kindly Influence to all around us, Indeed, if 
we are good Maſons, we cannot be capable of 
abuſing the Means with which Providence has fup- 
plied us to do Good unto all Men, as Opportunity 
{hall offer, and in a more eſpecial Manner the 
INES 5 Muiſerable 
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Miſerable and Diſtreſſed, Thefe are Objects which 


not only deſerve our Commiſeration, but alſo claim 
Relief at our Hands: Let the grand Principles of 
brotherly Love, Relief and Truth at all Times 
diftinguiſh us in the World, and ever prevail a- 
mongſt us. This compaſſionate Temper cannot 
fail of obtaining the Love and Eſteem of all good 
and wife Men ; and what is of infinitely greater 
Importance, the Approbation of that gracious Be- 
ing whoſe Favour is better than Life. 

LET us alfo be refolutely fixt in the great Duty 
of Sobriety, and not ſuffer Liquor to get the Aſcen- 
dancy of ourReafon : It is Reaſon, my Brethren, in- 
forms us that we are Creatures every Way adapted 

to, and fitted for Society; and that God has given 
us Knowledge and Underſtanding ſuperior to other 
Beings on this habitable Globe, who all tend by a 
natural Impulſe to anſwer in their reſpeRive Spheres 
the End of their Creation ; and ſhall the Creatures 
thus fulfil, with the greateſt Regularity, the dif- 
ferent Purpoſes to which Providence afligned them? 
And Man, the Glory of this lower World, per- 
vert the gracious Deſigns of his Creator in ap- 
pointing proper Liquids to fatisfy his Thirſt, and: 
exhilerate his Heart, by abuſing the Means, and 
forgetting the End of their Appointment, . uſe them 
beyond the Bounds of Moderation, and thereby. 
render himſelf equal, I had almoſt ſaid inferior, 
even to the beaſtly Swine ? Did we but rightly 
and ſeriouſly conſider the many Miſchiefs to which 
this Vice expoſeth us, we ſhould certainly be very 
cautious 
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cautious of drinking to Exceſs, well knowing the 
fatal Conſequences which attend it, that it lays our 
Reaſon aſleep, and rouſes the many, too often, pre- 
dominant Paſſions which diſturb the Mind of Man. 
AN D whilſt we are careful to avoid the ſhameful 
Sin of Drunkenneſs, let us at the ſame Time re- 
member that we are in Duty bound to abſtain from 
another Vice, which is too common in the preſent 
Age; I mean the deteſtable Practice of Swearing 
by, and invoking the ſolemn Name of the great 
and glorious God on the moſt trifling Occaſions. 
This Vice, my Brethren, has not one Motive or 
Inducement, that I know of, to ſupport the Prac- 
tice of it. Is it practiſed by the great Vulgar ? It is 
forbid by the poſitive Command of an Almighty 
God, who is ever jealousof his Honour, and will not 
hold any guiltleſs who taketh his holy Name in vain, 
This Vice is a Scandal to Society, and degrades the 
Man below the Level of the brutal Tribe, who all 
join with the feathered Choir in the Praiſes of their 
great Creator, Let us therefore keep a conſtant 
Watch upon the Door of our Lips. Let us, if 
it be poſſible, live peaceable with all Men; let us 
keep our Paſſions in conſtant Subjection; by this 
Means, we ſhall be enabled to demonſtrate to the . 

World that we are good Men and true, that we 
aim at no other CharaQter than that of Piety to- 
wards God, and unfeigned Love to one another. 
Love, my Brethren, is the Bond of Perfectneſs, it 
is this divine Temper which enables us to preſerve 
the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, and 
makes 
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makes us like him, who is the pure and inexhauſti- 
ble Fountain of it. Stand faſt in one Spirit, and 
be perfectly joined together in the ſame Mind, 
and in the ſame Judgment; let us confider that 
this is a Duty incumbent on us, that it is recom- 
mended to our Notice and Imitation by our great 
Leader and Exemplar, who came to ſeek and to 
ſave that which was loſt, and laid down his Life 
even for his Enemies. What a powerful Motive 
and Inducement have we in this unparalleled In- 
ſtance of divine Love opened to our View for our 
 Inftrution and Government in this State of Trial! 
unto Which we ſhall do well if we take Heed as 
unto a Light ſhining in a dark Place. And J hope 
there is not one Member of this Community who 
does not endeavour to the utmoſt of his Power to 
diſcharge this Duty as it behoves every good and 
wiſe Man ; and that there are not any amongſt 
us who are not truly ſenſible of the Neceſſity 
we lie under to fulfil this great, this important 
Part of an Obligation, which is an indiſſoluble 
Bond by which the particular Members are united 
and cemented in one Body, Let us ſupport and 
recommend this great and laudable Virtue by Ex- 
amples worthy the Imitation of Mankind. This 
is the moſt effectual Method we can purſue to ſi- 
Jence the ill-natured Suggeſtions of the proud, the 
wicked, and the vain Part of our Species, who 
though they are by no Means proper to be Mem- 
bers of our well-governed Community, yet muſt 
by this Means be induced (as it were forcibly) to 
Own, 
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own, and ſecretly to admire, the benign Influence 
of that Love and Unity, which naturally produce 
Peace and Harmony amongſt Brethren. | 
I MvusT alſo beg Leave to reconimend a proper 
Regard to be paid to the Laws, Conſtitutions, and 
Orders of our moſt ancient and honourable Fra- 
ternity, and due Deference and Reſpect to the 
particular Officers thereof in their reſpective Places, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to carry them into Execution, 
and J hope the only Contention among you will be 
a laudable Emulation in cultivating the royal Art, 
and ſtriving to excel each other in every Thing 
which is great and good. Let us convince the 
unbelieving Multitude, that no private, ſordid, or 
lucrative Views can ever prevail upon us to admit, 
into the Number of thoſe who ate acquainted with 
the Knowledge of our Myſteries, the unworthy, the 
profane or contentious Part of Mankind ; but that 
we will ſtand faſt in that Liberty with which God 
hath bleſſed us, and join with one Heart, and one 
Voice, in excluding ſuch Wolves from our peace- 
able Fold. In a Word, let all of us endeavour, 
in our reſpeQive Stations, ſo to regulate our whole 
Conduct, as not to give juſt Occaſion of Offence 
in any Thing: Let us be ſubmiſſive to Supe- 
riors, courteous and affable to Equals, kind and 
condeſcending to Inferiors; and let our whole De- 
portment teſtify for us, that we have formed our 
Lives upon the perfe&t Model of God's revealed 
Will, exhibited to us in the Holy Bible; that this 
Book is the Baſis of all our Craft, and that it is 
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by this Piece of Divine Furniture, fo eſſential to 
our Society, we are taught Wiſdom, to contrive 
in all our Doings, ſuch Means as may conduce to 
his Honour, and the Salvation of our immortal 
Souls; Strength to ſupport us in all Difficulties and 
. Diſtreſſes; and Beauty to poliſh the rough unhewn 
Block of the mere natural Man, and bring it into 
the Likeneſs of our Maker, Let us run with Pa- 
tience the Race that is ſet before us, and by an un- 
wearied Perſeverance in well-doing, put to Silence 
the Ignorance and Malice of fooliſn Men; and the 
Wife and Great will think it no Diſparagement to 
be influenced by our Example, when we ſhall let 
our Light ſhine before Men, that they by ſeeing 
our good Works, may be alſo induced to glorify the 
Supreme and Almighty Architect of the Univerſe, 
Let us approve outſelves faithful Stewards of thoſe 
Things committed to our Charge, that whenſ-ever 
it ſhall pleaſe our great Creator to demand of us 
an Account of thoſe Talents which he in his infi- 
nite Wiſdom has thought fit to beſtow upon us, we 
may be found ready to render it up with Joy, may 
have our Loins girded up, and our Lights burning, 
and we ourſelves be as Men waiting for the King- 
dom of God, and in that Morning, when the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe with Healing in his 
Wings, we may be allotted to a Houſe not made 
with Hands in the happy Regions of eternal Day, 
may hear this welcome Salutation of the Redeemer 
in the Preſence of Men and Angels, Vell done thou 
goed and faithful Servant, thou haſt been faithful in 


a 
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« few Things, I will make thee Ruler over many 
Things ; enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. O 
happy Day ! when the Faithful ſhall outlive the 
World, and all its fading Glories, ſhall fee the Sun, 
Moon and Stars obliterated from the Concave of 
Heaven, and himſelf employed, ſwallowed up in 
the never fading Glories of a boundleſs Eternity. 
Theſe ardent Wiſhes for your Welfare, both here 
and hereafter, low from an honeſt Heart, zea- 
lous in the Cauſe of Maſonry; and that every At- 
| tempt for compleating this great Work may meet 
with proper Encouragement is the ſincere Wiſh, 
and unfeigned Delire of, 


Dur true and faithful Brother, 
18440 HEAD. 
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FIR 


A PRAYER to be uſed at the Admiſſion of 
a Brother. 5 


Moſt glorious and eternal God, who art the 

chief Architect of the created Univerſe! grant 

unto us, thy Servants, who have already entered our- 
ſelves into this moſt noble, ancient, and honoura- 
ble Fraternity, that we may be ſolid and thought - 
ful, and always have a Remembrance of thoſe 
ſacred and holy Things we have taken on us, and 
endeavour 
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endeavour to inſtruct and inform each other in 
Secrecy, that nothing may be unlawfully or il- 
legally obtained, and that theſe Perſons who are 
now to be made Maſons, may be worthy Mem- 
bers, and may they, and all of us, live as Men, con- 
ſidering the great End for which thy Goodneſs has 
created us; and do thou, O God, give us Wiſdom to 
contrive in all our Doings, Strength to ſupport in all 
Difficulties, and Beauty to adorn thoſe heavenly 
Manſions where thy Honour dwells : And grant, 
O Lord, that we may agree together in brotherly 
Love and Charity one towards another ; and in 
all our Dealings in the World, do Juſtice to all 
Men, love Mercy, and walk humbly with thee, 
our God; and, at laſt, may an abundant Entrance 


be adminiſtred unto us, into thy Kingdom, O 
Great Jehovah, 


Naw unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 
only wiſe God, be Kingdim, Power, and Glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


Another PRAYER. 


OS T holy and glorious Lord God, thou 
Architect of Heaven and Earth, who art 
the Giver of all good Gifts and Graces; and 
hath promiſed that where two or three are ga- 
thered together in thy Name, thou wilt be in the 
Midft of them: In thy Name we aſſemble and meet 
e moſt humbly befeeching thee to bleſs us 


in 
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in all our Undertakings, to give us thy holy Spirit, 
to enlighten our Minds with Wiſdom and Under- 


derſtanding, that we may know, and ſerve thee 


aright, that all our Doings may tend to thy Glory, 
and the Salvation of our Souls: And we beſeech 


thee, O Lord God, to bleſs this our preſent Under- 


taking, and to grant that this our Brother may de- 
dicate his Life to thy Service, and be a true and 
faithful Brother among us; endue him with divine 
Wiſdom, that he may, with the Secrets of Ma- 


ſonry, be able to unfold the Myfteries of Godlineſs 
and Chriſtianity, 


This we humbly beg in the 2 and for the Sake of 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


A PRAYER 70 be uſed of Chriſtian 
Maſons at the empointing of a Brother : 
Uſed in the Reign of Edward IV. 


HE mighty God and Father of Heaven, 
with the Wiſdom of his glorious Son, 
through the Goodneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, that 
hath been three Perſons in one Godhead, be with 
us at our Beginning, give us Grace to govern in 


our living here, that we may come to his Bliſs that 
mall never have an End. 
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SHORT CHARGE 
To be given to 


New admitted BRETHR F N. 


O U are now admitted, by the unanimous 
Conſent of our Lodge, a Fellow of our moſt 
ancient and honourable Society, ancient as having 
ſubliſted from Times immemorial, and honourable 
as tending in every Particular to render a Man fo 
that will be but conformable to its glorious Pre- 
cepts. The greateſt Monarchs in all Ages, as well 
of Afia and Africa as of Europe, have been En- 
couragers of the Royal Art, and many of them 
have preſided as Grand-Maſters over the Maſons in 
their reſpective Dominions, not thinking it any 
Diminution to their Imperial Dignities to level 
themſelves with their Brethren in Maſonry, and 
to act as they did. The World's s great Architect is 
our ſupreme Maſter, and the unerring Rule he has 
8 us, is that 71 which we work, Religious 
Diſputes 
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Diſputes are never ſuffered in the Lodge, for as 


Maſons, we only purſue the univerſal Religion, or 
the Religion of Nature: This is the Cement which 
unites Men of the moſt different Principles in one 
ſacred Band, and brings together thoſe who were 
the moſt diſtant from one another, 

THERE are three general Heads of Duty which 
Maſons ought always to inculcate, viz. to God, 
our Neighbours, and ourſelves. To God, in never 


mentioning his Name but with that tal 


Awe which becomes a Creature to bear to his 


Creator; and to look upon him always, as the 


Summum bonum, which we came into the World to 
enjoy. And according*to that View to regulate 
all our Purſuits. To our Neighbours, in actin 

upon the Square, or doing as we would be done by. 
To ourſelves, in avoiding all Intemperances and 
Exceſſes, whereby we may be rendered incapable 
of following our Work, or led into a Behaviour 
unbecoming our laudable Profeſſion ; and in always 


keeping within due Bounds, and free from al Pol- 
lution. 
In the State a Maſon is to behave as a peacea- 


ble and dutiful Subject, conforming chearfully to 


the Government under which he lives: He is to 


pay a due Deference to his Superiors, and from his 
Inferiors he is rather to receive Honour with ſome 
Reluctance, than to extoxt-it : He is to be a Man 
of Benevolence and Charity, not fitting down 
contented while his Fellow-Creatures (but much 
more his Brethren) are in Want, and it 1s in hig 


Power, 
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A. — 


| Power, without prejudicing himſelf or. Family to 


relieve them, In the Lodge he is to behave with 
all due Decorum, leſt the Beauty and Harmony 
thereof ſhould be diſturbed and broke. He is to 
be obedient to the Maſter, and preſiding Officers, 
and to apply himſelf cloſely to the Buſineſs of Ma- 
ſonry, that he may ſooner become a Proficient 
therein, buth for his own Credit, and for that of 
the Lodge. He is not to neglect his own neceſ- 
ſary Avocations for the Sake of Maſonry, nor to 
involve himſelf in Quarrels with thoſe who through 
Ignorance may ſpeak evil of, or ridicule it. He is to 
be a Lover of the Arts and Sciences, and to take 
all Opportunities of improving himſelf therein, If 
he recommends a Friend to be made a Maſon, he 
muſt vouch him to be ſach as he really believes 
will conform to the aforeſaid Duties; leſt by bis 
Miſconduct at any Time, the Lodge ſhould paſs 
under ſome evil Imputations. Nothing can prove 

more ſhocking to all faithful Maſons than to ſee any 
of their Brethren profane, or break through the 
ſacred Rules of their Order, and ſuch as can do it 


they wiſh had never been admitted. 


A SELECT 


NuwstR of SONGS. 


The MASTER's Soxc. 
SONG I 


HUS mighty eaſtern Kings, and ſome 
Of Abram's Race, and Monarchs good 
Of Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Rome, 
True Architecture underſtood : 
No Wonder then if Maſons join, 
Io celebrate thoſe Maſons Kings, 
With ſolemn Note, and flowing Wine, 
Whilſt every Brother jointly ſings; 


_ Crorus. 


Who can unfold the Royal Art, 
Or ſing its Secrets in a Song; 

They are ſafely kept in Maſon's Heart, 
And to this ancient Lodge belong. 


P 
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The FELLow-CRaArT's SONG. 


SONG I. 
AIL Maſonry, thou Craft divine! 
Glory of Earth, from Heaven reveal'd ; 


Which doſt with Jewels precious ſhine, 
From all but Maſons Eyes conceal'd. 


| CHoRus, 
Thy Praiſes due, who can rehearſe, 
In nervous Proſe, or r flewing Verſe ? 


As Men from Brutes diſtinguiſh'd are, 
A Maſon other Men excels; 

For what's in Knowledge choice and rare, 
But in his Breaſt ſecurely dwells ? 


CHORvbs. 


His filent Breaft, and faithful Heart, 
Preſerve the Secrets of the Art. 


From ſcorching Heat, and piercing Cold, 
From Beaſts, whoſe Roar the Foreſt rends, 
From the Aſſaults of Warriors bold, 

The Maſon's Art Mankind defends 


Cnckus. 


Be to this Art due Honour paid, 
From which Mankind * ſuch Aid. 
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Enſigns of State, that feed our Pride, 
Diſtinctions troubleſome and vain ! 

By Maſens true are laid aſide; 
Art's free born Sons ſuch Toys diſdain, 


CHORUS. 
E:nobled by the Name they bear, 
Diſlinguiſh'd by the Badge they wear. 


Sweet Fellowſhip, from Envy free, 
Friendly Converſe of Brotherhood, 
The Lodge's laſting Cement be! 
Which has for Ages firmly ſtood. 


Chok us. 
A Lodge thus built for Ages paſt, 
Has laſted, and will ever laſt, 


Then in our Songs let us record, 

All thoſe who have enrich'd the Art, 
From Fabal down to Carysfort, 

And let each Brother bear a Part. 


Cror vs. 
Let noble Proby's Health go round, 
His Praiſe in lofty Lodge reſound, 


Chorus repeated. 
No Men with Maſons can compare, 
Let none deſpiſe the Badge they wear, 


"i 
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The entered PRExXT1CE's SONG. 
SONG III. 
OM E let us prepare, 
We Brothers that are 
Aſſembled on merry Occaſion; 
Let's drink, laugh, and ſing; 


Our Wine has a Spring : 
Here's a Health to an Accepted Maſon, 


The World is in Pain 
Our Secrets to gain, 

And ſt ill let them wonder and gaze on; 
They ne er can divine, | 
The Wora, or the Sign, 

Of a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 


Tis this, and tis that, 
They cannot tell what, 
Why ſo many great Men of the Nation; 
Should Aprons put on, 
To make themſelves one, 
With a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 


Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords, 

Have laid by their Swords, N 
Our 14/7 ry to put a good Grace on; 

And have ne'er been aſham'd, 

To hear themſelves nam'd, 


With a Free and an Accepted Maſon, 


Antiquity's 
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Antiquity's Pride 
We have on our Side, 

And it maketh Men juſt in their Station ; 
TT here's nought but what's good 
To be underſtood, 

By a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 


We're true and ſincere, 
And juſt to the Fair, 
Who will truſt us on ev'ry Occaſion. ; 
No Mortals can more 
The Ladies adore, | 
Than a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 


Then join Hand in Hand, 
To each other firm ſtand, 
Let's be merry, and put a bright Face on; 
What Mortal can boaſt 
So noble a Toaſt, 
As a Free and an A Maſan ? 


SONG IV. 


—, 


O on, my dear Brethren, purſue the great 
Lecture; 
And refine on the Rules of old 1 z 

High Honour to Maſons the Craft daily brings, 


To thoſe Brothers of Princes, and Fellows of Kings. 
888 W 
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We drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the 
Stage, 
And reviv'd the old Arts of Auguſtus fam' d Ag? ; 
And Veſpaſian deſtroy'd the vaſt Temple in vain : 
Since ſo many now riſe under Carysfort's Reign. 


The noblefive Orders, compos'd with ſuch Art, 
Shall amaze the ſwift Eye, and engage the whole 
| Heart : 

Proportion, ſweet Harmony, gracing the Whole, 

Gives our Work, like the glorious Creation, a 
, Soul, 


Then Maſter, and Brethren, preſerve your great 
Name; 

T bis Lodge, ſo majeſtick, ſhall purchaſe you Fame: 

Rever'd it ſhall ſtand till all Nature expire, 

And its Glories ne'er fade till the World is on Fire. 


See, ſee, behold here what rewards all our Foil, 
Inſpires our Genius, and bids Labour ſmile : 
To our noble Grand-Maſter let a Bumper be 

crown'd, | 
To all Maſons a Bumper, fo let it go round, 


Again, my lov'd Brethren, again let it paſs, 
Our ancient firm Union cements with a Glaſs : 
And all the Contention among Maſons ſhall be, 
Who better can work, or who better agree. 


SONG 
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SONG V. 
Y Maſons Art the aſpiring Dome 
In various Columns ſhall ariſe ; 


All Climates are their native Home, 
Their godlike Actions reach the Skies. 


CHORUS. 
Heroes and Kings revere their Name, 


W hilft Poets ſing their laſting Fame. 


Great, generous, virtuous, good and brave, 
Are Titles they moſt juſtly claim 3 

Their Deeds ſhall live beyond the Grave, 
Which ſome unborn ſhall loud proclaim. 


| CHORUS. 
Time ſhall their glorious Acts inroll, 
And Love with Finn charm the Soul. 


SO N VI. 


E T Maſonry be now my Theme, 
Throughout the Globe to ſpread its Fame, 
And eternize each worthy Brother's Name : 
Your Praiſe ſhall to the Skies reſound, 
In laſting Happineſs abound, [crown'd. 
And with ſweet Unicn all your noble Deeds be 


CHORUS. 
Sing then my Muſe to Maſons Glory ; 


Your Names are fo rever'd in Story, | 
That all th' admiring World do now adore ye 
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Let Harmony divine inſpire 

Your Souls with Love and gen'rous F Ire, 

To copy well wiſe $2/2mon, your Site: 

Knowledge ſublime ſhall fill each Heart, 

The Rules of G'ometry to impart ; 

Whilſt \Viſdom, Strength, and Beauty, crown the 
glorious Art, 


Let noble Carygert's Health go round; 

In ſwelling Cups all Care be drown'd, 

And Hearts united 'mongſt the Craft be found, 
May everlaſting Scenes of Joy 

His peaceful Hours of Bliſs employ, 

Which Time's all conquering Hand ſhall ne'er, ſhall 


neb er deſtroy. 


My Brethren thus all Cares reſign, 


Your Hearts let glow with Thoughts divine, 


And Veneration ſhow to S:/:mor's Shrine: 

Our annual Tribute thus we'll pay, 
That late Poſterity ſhall fay ; [Day. 
We've crown'd with Joy this glorious, happy, happy 


SON G-VE. 


FR UARDIAN Genius of our Art divine, 
Unto thy faithful Sons appear : 
Ceaſe now Oer Ruins of the Eaſt to pine, 
And ſmile in blooming Beauties here. 


Egypt, ; 
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 FEexgypt, Syria, and proud Babylon, 
No more thy bliſsful Preſence claim : 


In Britain fax thy ever during Throne, 
W here Myriads do confeſs thy Name. 


The Sciences, from eaſtern Regions brought, 
Which after ſhone in Greece and Rome, 

Are here in Hundreds ſtately Lodges taught, 
'To which remoteſt Brethren come. 


Behold what Strength our riſing Domes up-renre 
Till mixing with the azure Skies: | 

Bchold what Beauty through the whole 9 
So wiſely built, they muſt ſurpriſe, 


Nor are we only to theſe Arts confin's; 
For we the Paths of Virtue trace: 

By us Man's rugged Nature is refin'd, 
And poliſh'd into Love and Peace. 


SONG VIII. 
Set to Muſict by Brother Commins. 


Maſon's Daughter, fair and young, 
The Pride of all the virgin Throng, 
Thus to her Lover faid; 


Though, Damon, I your Flame approve, A 4 
Your Actions praiſe, your Perſon Love, bot] 
Yet {till Pl live a Maid, 6269376 
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None ſhall untie my virgin Zone, 
But one to whom the Secret's known, 
Of fam'd free Maſonry ; | 
iy In which the Great and Good combine, 
1 To raiſe, with generous Deſign, 
Man to Felicity. 


The Lodge excludes the Fop and Fool, 

The plodding Knave, and party Took, 
That Liberty would ſell ; 

The Noble, Faithful, and the Brave, 

{ No golden Charms can e&'er deceive, 

'F In Slavery to dwell. 


This faid, he bow'd, and went away 
Apply was made, without Delay, 
Return'd to her again; 
The fair one granted his Requeſt, 
Connubial Joys their Days have bleſt ; 
And may they e'er remain. 


SONG IX 


=_ LORIOUS Craft, which fires the Mind, 
With ſweet Harmony and Love; 
Surely thou wer't firſt deſign'd, 
A Foretaſte of the Joys above. 


Pleaſures always on thee wait, 
Thou reformeſt Adam's Race; 
Strength and Beauty in thee meet, 
- Wiſdom's radiant in thy Face. 


Arts 
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Arts and Virtue now combine, 


Friendſhip raiſes chearful Mirth ; 3 
All united to refine, 


Man from's groſſer Part of Earth. 


Stately Temples now ariſe, 
And on lofty Columns ſtand; 
Mighty Domes attempt the Skies, 
To adorn this happy Land. 


8 2 NG X. 
By Brotber Oates. 


7 T 18 Maſonry unites Mankind, 
To generous Actions forms the Soul; 


So ſtrict in Union we're conjoin'd, 
One Spirit animates the Whole. 


Cho vs to be repeated at every Verſe, 
Then let Mankind our Deeds approve, 


Since Union, Harmony and Love, 
Shall waft us to the Realms above. 


Where-e'er aſpiring Domes ariſe, 
Wherever ſacred Altars ſtand, 

Thoſe Altars blaze up to the Skies; _ 

Thoſe Domes proclaim the Maſon's Hand, 
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The Stone uuſhap'd as Lumber lies 
Till Maſon's Art its Form refines ; 
So Paſſions do our Souls diſguiſe, 
Till ſocial Virtue calms our Minds, 


Let Wretches at our Manhood rail: 


But thoſe who once our Judgment prove, 
Will own, that we who build fo well, 


With equal Energy can love, 


Though till our chief Cri, and Care, : 

| Be to deſerve a Brother's Name: : 
For ever mindful of the Fair; 

I Their choiceſt Favours ftill we claim, 


From us pale Diſcord long has fled, 

With all her Train of mortal Spite, 
Nor: in our Lodge dares ſhew her Head; 
Sunk in the Gloom of endleſs Night. 


My Brethren charge your Glaſſes high, 
To our Grand-Maſter's noble Name; 

Our Shouts ſhall beat the vaulted Sky, 
And every Tongue his Praiſe proclaim, 


SON:G Ki. 


HEN a Lodge of F res Nins are 
cloath'd in their Aprons, ; 
In order to make a new Brother; [their Stands; 
With firm Hearts, and clean Hands, they repair to 


Yi ay Juftly um a one another. 
Truſty 
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Truſty Brother take Care, of Eves-Droppers be- 


ware, 
"Tis a juſt and a ſolemn Occaſion ; [know, 

Give the Word and the Blau, that Workmen may 
There's one aſks to be made a Free- Maſon. 


The Maſter ſtands due, and his Officers too, 
While the Craftſmen are plying their Station; 

The Apprentices ſtand, right for the Command 
Of a Free and an Accepted Maſon. 


Now traverſe your Ground, as in Duty you're 
bound, 
And revere 6 the authentick Oration, 
That leads to the Way, and proves the fir/# Ray 
Of the Light of an Accepted Maſon. 


Here's Words, and here? s Signs, and here's Problems | 


and Lines, 

And here's Room too for deep Speculation; 
Here Virtue and- Truth are taught to the Youth, 

When firſt he is called up to a Maſon. 


Hieroglyphicks ſhine bright, and here Laght reverts : 


Light, 
On the Rules and the Tools of Vocation ; 
We work and we ſing the Craft and the King, 
*Tis both Duty and Choice in a Maſon, 


What is ſaid, or is done, is here truly laid down, 
In this Form of our high Inſtallation ; 
Yet I challenge all Men to know what I mean, 


Unleſs he's an Accepted Maſon, 5 
The 
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The Ladies claim Right to come into our Light, 
Since the Apron, they ſay, is their Bearing; 
Can they ſubject their Will? can they keep their 
Tongues till ? 
And let Talking be chang'd into Hearing ? 


This difficult Taſk is the leaſt we can aſk, 
To ſecure us on ſundry Occaſions ; 
When with this they comply, our utmoſt we'll try, 

--" "0 '0 Fane Lodges for Lady Free * 


Till this can be done, muſt each Brother be mum, 

Though the fair One ſhould wheedle or teaze on; 
Be juſt, true and kind, but ſtill bear in Mind, | 
At all Times that you are a Free Maſe. | 


An ODE MAS ON RV. 


The Words by Brother Jackſon, and ſet to Mufick by 
Brother Gilding. 


IAK E the Lute and quiv'ring Strive, 
y } Myſtic Truths Urania brings; . 


Friendly Viſitant, to thee 

We owe the Depths of Maſonry: 

Faireſt of the virgin Choir, 

Warbling to the golden Lyre, 

Welcome here thy Art prevail, | 
Hail divine Urania, hail. 3 

| ME Here 
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Here in Friendſhip's facred Bower, 
The downy wing'd, and ſmiling Hour, 
Mirth invites and ſocial Song, 

Nameleſs Myſteries among ; | 
Crown the Bowl and fill the Glaſs, 
To every Virtue, every Grace, 
To the Brotherhood reſound, 
Health, and let it thrice go round. 


We reſtore the Times of old, 
The blooming glorious Age of Gold ; 
As the new Creation free, 
Bleſt with gay Euphroſyne- 
We with godlike Science talk, 
5 And with fair Area walk; 
| Innocence adorns the Day, 


BrigNter than the Smiles of ay. 


Pour the roſy Wine again, 
| Wake a louder, louder Strain 
Rapid Zephyrs, as ye fly, 
Waft our Voices to the Sky; 4 
While we celebrate the Nine, 1 
And the Wonders of the Trine, 4 
While the Angels ſing above, 
As we below, of Peace and Love. 


The 
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Die Free- Maſons ANTHEM ſung at laying - 
tte Foundation of the New- Exchange, 
at Edinburgh. 


RANT me, kind Heav'n, what I —_ 
In Mafonry let me be bleſt ; _ 
Direct me to that happy Place, 
Where Friendſhip ſmiles on every Face 
Where Freedom, and ſweet Innocence, 
Enlarge the Mind, and chear the Senſe, 


Where ſcepter'd Reaſon from her Throne 
Surveys the Lodge, and my us one; 
And Harmony's delightful Sw 
For ever ſheds ambroſial Day | 
Where we bleſs'd Eden's Pleatire taſte, 
Whilſt balmy Joys are our Repaſt, 


Our Lodge the ſocial Virtues grace, 
And Wiſdom's Rules we fondly trace; 
Whole Nature, open to our View, 
Points out the Path we ſhould purſue, 
Leet us ſubſiſt in laſting Peace, 
TH And may our Happineſs increaſe. 


. 


* 


No prying Eye can view us here, 

No Fool nor Knave diſturb our Cheer; 

Our well-form'd Laws ſet Mankind free, 

And gives Relief to Miſery. | 

The Poor, oppreſs'd with Woe and Grief, 
Gain from our bounteous Hands Relief. 
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